


Make your home the
center of entertainment.

XFINITY TV

XFINITY® on the X1 

Entertainment Operating System® 

gives you a one-of-a-kind 

interactive TV experience with 

advanced search, personalized 

recommendations, and the latest 

episodes of top 100 shows 

preloaded and ready to watch.

XFINITY Internet

XFINITY Internet delivers the 

fastest, most reliable in-home WiFi 

for all rooms, all devices, all the 

time. Get the reliably fast speeds 

you need, even during peak hours, 

when everyone’s online. Plus, get 

access to millions of hotspots 

nationwide, all included at no 

additional cost.

XFINITY Voice

XFINITY Voice gives you reliable 

home phone service with the 

best call clarity. Plus, enjoy more 

ways to stay connected at home 

and on the go with features like 

unlimited nationwide talk and text, 

Caller ID across multiple screens, 

and Readable Voicemail.

XFINITY Home

XFINITY Home gives you peace 

of mind with a total home security 

and automation solution. Look 

after your home, family and 

valuables from anywhere on your 

computer, tablet and smartphone.

Restrictions apply. Residential customers only. Not available in all areas. TV: Limited Basic Service subscription required to receive other levels of service. Not all programming available in all areas. Internet: WiFi claim based 
on September and November 2014 studies by Allion Test Labs, Inc. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Reliably fast claim based on 2014 FCC Measuring Broadband America Report. XFINITY WiFi available with 
Performance Internet and above only. Available in select areas. Requires compatible WiFi-enabled laptop or mobile device. Voice: Service (including 911/emergency services) may not function after an extended power outage. 
Call clarity claim based on August 2014 analysis of traditional phone service by Tektronix. Unlimited Talk & Text Requires download of the XFINITY Connect app. Standard data charges may apply. Check with your carrier. Home: 
Minimum term agreement required. Early termination fee applies. Requires subscription to compatible high-speed Internet service. Visit comcast.com/XFINITYHomeSupport for more details. Remote access not available with all 
smartphones. License #: AZ: 280515; CA: ACO 7118; NM: 373379; OR: CCB192945. All electrical work is performed by a licensed subcontractor; TX: B-16922, ACR-1672104; B-02571, ACR-1818; UT: 8226921-6501; 
WA: COMCABS892DS. Valid 7/6/14. See www.xfinity.com/home for current list. Call for restrictions and complete details. ©2015 Comcast. All rights reserved. All channels, logos, trademarks, and service marks are the property 
of their respective owners.

Tomorrow could be awesome if you call 1-800-XFINITY today!

comcast.com
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NEW OWNERSHIP

We buy and sell used Sports Equipment
9244 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Highway
Beaverton, OR 97005
503-292-4552
www.playitagainsportsbeaverton.com

Hours:
Mon - Fri 10 am - 8 pm Sat 10 am - 6 pm Sun 11 am - 5 pm

Come by and check 
us out as we remodel 
the store and 
implement exciting 
new changes in 
product and cutomer 
satisfaction. Keep 
checking for hot new 
items and events we 
bring to the store.

at Play it Again Sports, 
“Everybody Plays”©

We have new owners and are motivated 
to make this THE sporting goods store
in the Portland area.

GRAND RE-OPENING MAY 16TH

REMEMBER,
  Will Knudson

Tracy Gregory
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ENRICH YOUR KIDS WITH A DAY CAMP LIKE NO OTHER
Summer campers explore little-known areas of the zoo, learn about animals 

by meeting them face-to-face, and leave inspired to care for the natural world.

Register now while spots are still available:  oregonzoo.org/camps

503818.040915 PP



April 2015  PORTRAIT: FAMILIES  3

Compassionate care, close to home

www.providence.org/oregon

With state-of-the-art
hospitals, convenient clinics 
and easy-to-use health
plans, Providence provides
exceptional care right in
your neighborhood.

Providence St. Vincent 
Medical Center
9205 SW Barnes Road
Portland, OR 97225
503-216-1234

Providence Newberg  
Medical Center
1001 Providence Drive
Newberg, OR 97132
503-537-1555

Providence Health Plan
503-574-7500

Providence Medical Group has primary and immediate care clinics in your 
community. The following are now welcoming new patients:

Bethany  
Family and internal medicine,  
lab and imaging
15640 NW Laidlaw Road, Suite 102
Portland, OR 97229
503-764-0100

Bridgeport  
Family medicine, immediate care, 
dermatology, lab and imaging
18040 SW Lower Boones  
Ferry Road, Suite 100 
Tigard, OR 97224
503-216-0700

Newberg
Family and internal medicine
1003 Providence Drive, Suites 110 and 210 
Newberg, OR 97132 
503-537-5900

Scholls
Family and internal medicine,  
immediate care and lab
12442 SW Scholls Ferry Road 
Suites 100 and 206
Tigard, OR 97223  503-216-9200

Sherwood
Family medicine, pediatrics,  
immediate care and lab
16770 SW Edy Road, Suite 102 
Sherwood, OR 97140  503-216-9600

Sunset
Family and internal medicine and lab
417 SW 117th Ave. 
Suites 100 and 200
Portland, OR 97225 503-216-9400
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AJPM Affordable Jewelry & Precious Metals Inc.
We buy and sell Gold, Silver & Platinum Coins & Bars.

Visit Oregon’s most viewed precious metals website at AJPM.com

Canadian 
Maple Leaf

American 
Eagle

American 
Buffalo

Chinese
Panda

Perth Mint Bar

Ajpm.com one easy precious metal website with price updates every 60 seconds.

Call us toll free at 1-800-690-4995
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By KATE CHESTER
For Pamplin Media Group

S
aid Fakih, one of the owners 
and founders of Sesame Do-
nuts, leans toward defi ning the 
word “family” rather broadly.

“I consider our customers an 
extension of my family,” he 
said. “Many of our long-time 

regulars have shared their life’s journeys 
with us. We know when their children are 

graduating from college, when their mother 
is having surgery, or when they’ve lost a 
spouse.

“Our bond is tight.”
Such close-knit compassion mirrors that 

of Fakih’s own family, industrious Lebanese 
immigrants who came to the United States 
by way of Sierra Leone. Fakih arrived in 
Southern California in 1979 and put himself 
through college at California State Universi-
ty Dominguez Hills while working at his Un-
cle Mohammad’s Dunkin’ Donuts franchise. 

■ FAMILY WORKS AT, RUNS AND EATS 
AT SESAME DONUTS IN RALEIGH HILLS

An extended family

Said Fakih 
makes a 
cream 
cheese 
spread at 
his Sesame 
Donuts 
store on 
Beaverton-
Hillsdale 
Highway.
PAMPLIN MEDIA 
GROUP PHOTOS: 
JAIME VALDEZ

Lama Fakih 
(left) and 

Lena Fakih 
are sisters 

ewho are 
married to 
Haidar and 

Said 
respectively.
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Upon moving to Portland, the family 
bought the Raleigh Hills-based Dunkin’ 
Donuts in 1987. Twelve years later, 
Fakih, his brother Haidar, and their fa-
ther Habib, transformed the restaurant 
into Sesame Donuts, named after the 
recipe that came from Uncle “Mo.”

“It’s like ‘Cheers’ in here — everyone 
knows everyone,” said Kirk Patrick, 86, a 
Raleigh Hills resident who visits the 
doughnut shop fi ve or six days a week — 
and has for the past 26 years.

Patrick, who taught for 30 years at 
both Meadow Park Middle School and 
Aloha High School, became a Sesame 
Donuts regular when he and his wife, al-
so a school teacher, retired.

“We were both adjusting to retirement 
and creating a new schedule for our-
selves,” he recalls. “My wife was excited 
to watch ‘Good Morning America’ — she’d 
never had that chance before because of 
her work schedule — so we thought it 
best that I get out of the way for a couple 
of hours each morning so she could watch 

her show in peace,” he said with a laugh.
Patrick and Fakih have become good 

friends over years; when Fakih traveled 
to California recently, he brought back 
unique stamps he came across to give to 
Patrick, an avid stamp collector.

“Our customers — it’s more than just 
a friendship, really,” said Fakih. “They’re 
a delight. It’s like — how do you say it — 
they’re the ‘frosting on the cake.’

“When I need to take a break from the 
computer or the paperwork — the run-
ning of the business — it’s visiting with 
our regulars that refreshes me and gives 
me energy,” he said.

Such an inclusive philosophical ap-
proach to business and life has led to 
great success for the Fakihs.  Along with 
sister Souad and nephew Moussa, the 
family now owns and runs six Sesame 
Donuts shops: their other locations are in 
Tigard, Beaverton, Hillsboro, Sherwood 
and Milwaukie, in addition to the original 
Raleigh Hills location and kiosks at the 
public libraries in Tigard and Hillsboro.

The family employs close to 60 non-fam-
ily employees at their many restaurants. 
Additionally, their children — the next 
generation of Fakihs — help out at the 
shops after school and on week-
ends, along with aunts, uncles 
and in-laws.

Beyond Sesame Donuts, the 
Fakihs share their sense of fami-
ly with the larger Arab-Ameri-
can community in Portland. 
Fakih is a longtime board mem-
ber of the Arab American Cul-
tural Center of Oregon, which in 
recent years has hosted its an-
nual summer festival at Portland 
Community College’s Sylvania 
Campus (12000 S.W. 49th Ave.). 
The event attracts nearly 1,200 
attendees, both Arab and non-Arab 
Americans, and the Fakih brothers cater 
the festival with traditional Arab delights 
like fatoosh, kibbeh, beef and chicken 
shawarma, falafel, and of course, baklava.

The festival continues to expand each 

year, serving as a reunion of sorts for Ar-
ab-Americans on both the east and west 
sides of Portland. Fakih sees this as yet 
another version of what family means.

“In my own way, I believe 
that we’re all related, that 
we’re part of something much 
larger,” said Fakih.

“To this day, my father will 
say that ‘America has been like 
a mother to us,’ caring for us 
when we were newcomers to 
this country, as well as protect-
ing us in turbulent times, like 
after 9/11,” he said.

With gratitude in their hearts, 
the Fakihs see generosity as 
natural, to be given generously 
to family and friends. With that 

comes another pearl of wisdom from Habib.
“My father has many sayings,” said 

Fakih, “and one of my favorites is ‘If 
your plate is full, cut some of it and give 
it to others.’ If you’re kind from the 
heart, it will come back to you.”

TIMES PHOTO: JAIME VALDEZ

The Sesame Donuts family consists of Habib Fakih (clockwise from front), sons Said and Haidar, wife Lama, and daughter-in-law Lena, who’s married to Said.

“It’s like 
‘Cheers’ 
in here — 
everyone 
knows 
everyone.”

— Kirk Patrick,
regular patron 

of Sesame Donut



April 2015  PORTRAIT: FAMILIES  7
50

48
44

.0
40

91
5 

P
P

Gifts and Toys
 • Baggallini
 • Home Décor
 • Fashion Accessories
 • Exclusive Bath & Beauty Items
 • Huge selection of
  Greeting Cards & Books
 • Seattle Chocolates

Prescription Services
 •  Pharmacist experience combined 

50+ years
 •  Personal counseling for  

prescriptions and over the counter  
medications 

 •  Refi lls on-line
 •  Prescription compounding
 •  Delivery within 3 mile radius
 •  Drive-through window

Home Medical Equipment/
Over The Counter Medications
 •  Jobst
 •  Trendy Peepers
 •  Nature’s Blend – Made in America
 •  Four Certifi ed Fitters on staff
 •  Superior Customer Service
 •  One of the largest selections in

 the Portland metro area 

New Family OwnersNew Family Owners

Since 1935Since 1935

SAME GREAT 
CUSTOMER SERVICE

WWW.BEAVERTONPHARMACY.COM
12250 SW Canyon Rd 503-644-2101

Hours: Monday - Friday 9am to 7pm • Saturday 9am to 6pm • Sundays 10am to 4pm

Owners Wade
and Jennifer 

Irby

Third Generation 
of independent 

Pharmacy Owners

Toys, Gifts
and Home 

Department

Expires 12/31/15

One coupon per purchase.
Coupon must be presented  at time of sale.

15% 
OFF

gpark
Typewritten Text
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■ FROM ADMINISTRATION TO TEACHING 
TO COACHING, THE THOMASES ARE VC
By MILES VANCE
Pamplin Media Group

M
ost families grow up 
together.

Some families learn 
together.

Still others choose 
to work together.

The Thomas family, however — a 
mainstay at Valley Catholic High 
School for more than a decade now 
— has chosen all three.

And that’s not all — they’re all in-
volved in sports, too.

Ross Thomas, 66, was hired as 
principal at Valley Catholic back in 
2002, moving to the private high 
school in the center of Beaverton af-
ter serving a year as an adjunct pro-
fessor at Gonzaga University, and 
before that, 21 years in a variety of 
administrative, teaching and coach-
ing roles at St. George’s School in 
Spokane, Wash.

Thomas’ wife Claudia, 65 and a 
two-time gold-medal winning Amer-
ican swimmer, came to Valley Cath-
olic a year later and has served 
since 2003 as Valley Catholic High 
School’s admissions director. Along 
with her husband, she also worked 
for 10 years at St. George’s — a 
small, private Episcopal school — as 
the school’s athletic director.

And their son Pat — the youngest 
of the family’s three boys at 32 — al-
so works at Valley Catholic, teach-
ing English and Honors U.S. History, 
serving as head baseball coach and 
assisting with the varsity girls bas-
ketball team.

But family at Valley Catholic is 
about far more than just the Thom-
as family. Indeed, the Thomases are 
merely the most obvious represen-
tation of the sense of family that 
Valley Catholic tries to project 
across its campus, through its class-
rooms and into the world beyond.

Looking back on the decision to 
pull up their longtime roots in the 
Spokane area, the Thomases decid-
ed at the time that they — as a fami-
ly — were ready to try something 
new.

“Our last son had graduated 
(from St. George’s), we were Catho-
lic and we were young enough to 
take on a new challenge,” said Ross 
Thomas, who led St. George’s teams 
to a total of seven state champion-
ships in cross country, girls basket-
ball and baseball; he also led the 
Colfax High girls hoop team to a 
state title during the year he taught 
at Gonzaga.

“We had given so much to (St. 
George’s), and it was scary because 
we’d been in Spokane so long,” 
Claudia Thomas said. “But (Valley 
Catholic) was beautiful — it has gor-
geous trees and it’s a unique cam-
pus with a lot green in a busy place 
— and it just fi t. I don’t think we’d 
have been happy in a really big 
place. People were so friendly. It just 
seemed like a good fi t for Ross right 
away.”

For his part, it took Pat Thomas a 
little longer to get to VC. Following 
his high school graduation, Thomas 
took his baseball talents to Whit-
man College where he was a start-
ing pitcher and two-year team cap-
tain. While he visited VC and his 
parents often, he didn’t make his 
fi rst offi cial appearance at Valley 
until the 2007-08 school year when 
he student taught and coached at 
the school.

Then, after a year in his fi rst pro-
fessional position — he taught and 
coached at Archbishop Murphy in 
Everett, Wash., in 2008-09 — he 
came back to Valley Catholic for 
good. That move, in addition to pro-
viding a working relationship with 
his parents, also dovetailed with his 
wife Sarah’s enrollment at Pacifi c 
University in Forest Grove in the 
School of Pharmacy.

“By then, I had already been on 
campus a ton and coached two 
sports so I was already much more 
familiar and comfortable here than I 
would have been anywhere else,” 
Pat Thomas said.

And to be fair, there was a little 
more to it than that.

Family is and the Thomas 
family does at Valley Catholic

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTO: JAIME VALDEZ

Valley Catholic’s Claudia Thomas, her son Pat (left) and her husband Ross are key players in the family 
atmosphere at Valley Catholic High School. Claudia, a two-time gold-medal winning American swimmer, 
serves as the school’s admissions director, Pat teaches English and Honors U.S. History and serves as 
head baseball coach, while Ross serves as the school’s principal. CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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“It wasn’t the deciding factor, but it 
was a place I’d become comfortable 
with and built up relationships with a 
lot of people,” Pat Thomas said. And 
“working at the same school as my par-
ents — and my brother for a few years 
— was never a make or break deal for 
me by any means, but it has been really 
great.”

Beyond Ross (who served as head 
coach for the varsity girls basketball 
team for one year and now has assisted 
Pat with the baseball team since 2010), 
Claudia and Pat (who was Oregon 
Class 3A Coach of the Year in 2014 for 
baseball), there’s still more to the 
Thomas family legacy at VC.

In this case, the more is the Thomas’ 
middle son Mike. 

Mike, another St. George’s graduate 
who’s now 37, also did his student 
teaching at Valley Catholic and 
coached at VC, spending fi ve years as-
sisting with both the baseball and girls 
basketball programs, some of that 
while working on his Masters’ Degree 
at Concordia. He left Valley to teach, 
fi rst in Denver, and now as a PE teach-
er and coach at Westside School in Se-
attle.

But all that’s just the background be-
hind the Thomas family association at 
Valley Catholic. Nearly as important to 
the Thomas clan, however, is the feel-
ing of family, the family atmosphere 
that they — along with the rest of the 
staff at Valley Catholic — try to create 
at the school.

Part of that family atmosphere 
comes from the shared experience of 
Catholicism that most Valley Catholic 
staff and students share — “The class-
es are ambitious, plus you’re free to 
teach literature from a spiritual point 
of view,” Ross Thomas said — and part 
of it comes from the emphasis on inclu-
sion and participation that permeates 
the school’s sports and arts programs.

“There are no cuts in sports and no 
cuts in drama or music either,” Claudia 
Thomas said. “Almost everyone takes 
part. That makes for a happier, healthi-
er student body.”

“I’ve resisted occasional appeals to 
make certain sports ‘cut’ sports,” Ross 
Thomas added. “If you do that, it’s hard 
to be a family.”

That methodology seems to be work-
ing. Valley Catholic has won The Orego-
nian Cup — awarded each year to the 
top school in each enrollment classifi ca-
tion based on its success in athletics, 
academics, sportsmanship and activi-
ties — in each of the past three seasons.

Needless to say, the Thomases hold a 
special place in their heart for athletics.

“A close-knit family feeling is really 
built into everything that Valley Catho-
lic is and does,” Pat Thomas said. 
“More than any other school I’ve been 
a part of, there really is a true family 
feeling that is embraced by everyone 
on campus.”

“A school’s got to feel like a home,” 
Ross Thomas added.

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP 
PHOTOS: JAIME VALDEZ

ABOVE: Katie 
Vames, a senior 
at Valley Catholic 
High School, 
stuffs admission 
envelopes with 
the school’s 
admission 
director, Claudia 
Thomas.

LEFT: Principal 
Ross Thomas 
fi elds a phone 
call in his offi ce 
at Valley Catholic 
High School.

‘‘
More than any other school I’ve been a part of, there really is a 
true family feeling that is embraced by everyone on campus.”

— PAT THOMAS, Valley Catholic teacher and coach 
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■ BEAVERTON SCHOOLS’ YOUNG PARENTS PROGRAM HELPS MOMS, DADS GRADUATE, PREPARE FOR FUTURE

TEEN PARENTS STAY IN SCHOOL 
while day care minds the children

By JANIE NAFSINGER
Pamplin Media Group

C
ierra Dumpprope’s busy day 
starts at about 5 a.m. That’s when 
the 18-year-old high school senior 
arises and starts getting herself 
ready for school, and starts get-

ting her 11-month-old daughter, Aria, ready 
for day care.

After Cierra packs Aria’s duffel bag and 
her own school backpack, her parents drive 
them both to Merlo Station High School, 

where Cierra attends classes and Aria goes 
to the school’s day care center. Cierra is in 
the Beaverton School District’s Continuing 
Education for Young Parents program, 
which operates a nursery for the infants and 
toddlers of teenage moms and dads enrolled 
in the district.

The 35-year-old program, CEYP for short, 
supports young parents and parents-to-be 
by allowing them to continue their educa-
tion and prepare for the responsibilities of 
raising families of their own. At the day care 
center, program staff and volunteers look 

after the children while the young parents 
are in class.

Cierra was determined to stay in school 
after learning she was pregnant and decid-
ing to keep her baby. She’s on track to grad-
uate in June, and after that, she plans to at-
tend college. She’s interested in a career in 
social work.

CEYP helps make it possible. 
“I love the day care, and she (Aria) loves 

it here,” Cierra says. “I know she’s safe 
here.”

Jose Beltran and his girlfriend, Adriana 

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTOS: JIM CLARK

CEYP student Jose Beltran, 17, is doing an internship in the day care center so he can learn as much as possible about parenthood — he’s going to become a dad in April.

CIERRA DUMPPROPE
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Rosales — both 17-year-old juniors at 
Merlo Station — are about to become 
parents, and they began preparing them-
selves for the arrival of their child by 
taking a six-week internship at the day 
care center. Adriana, whose due date is 
April 29, completed the internship fi rst; 
Jose then enrolled, spending part of his 
school day helping to care for the cen-
ter’s infants and toddlers, a group that 
will soon include his son.

When Jose learned he was going to be-
come a father — a boy he and Adriana 
have named Alek — “I was all for it,” he 
said. “I’m not scared. I want to do this.”

The young couple have their eyes on 
the future — after graduating, Jose plans 
to be an automotive mechanic, 
while Adriana wants to study bi-
ology. She plans to care for their 
son during the day, while Jose 
will take the night shift.

With all the obstacles that 
teen parents face, CEYP aims to 
at least get them off to a good 
start. The program was one of 
the fi rst school-based day care 
centers in Oregon when the Bea-
verton district established it in 
1980 at C.E. Mason School (now 
Arts & Communication Magnet 
Academy), said Norma Maison-
ville, CEYP director for the past 
fi ve or six years.

“The goal is to get them back 
into school, graduate from high 
school and get them into a program so 
they can get off assistance,” she says. 
“This is their second chance.”

CEYP began with no staff — just vol-
unteers — caring for two children, Mai-
sonville said. Now, it has 10 staff mem-
bers, an estimated 60 volunteers and a 
current enrollment of about 30 infants 
and toddlers, ages six weeks to 4 years. 
CEYP is licensed to care for up to 69 chil-
dren, Maisonville said.

The children get breakfast and lunch 
as part of their day care. Their parents 

typically don’t see them during the 
school day, though mothers who breast-
feed carry pagers so they can be sum-
moned from class when it’s time to feed 
their baby. If need be, the parents also 
can take their children to Merlo Station’s 
school-based health clinic, right next to 
the day care center.

Beyond the support that CEYP offers 
to teen parents, Maisonville sees the big-
ger picture: What becomes of these 
young families after they leave high 
school? Their living situations vary 
greatly — some teen parents live with 
their own parents or other relatives; oth-
ers are homeless and “sofa surf,” Mai-
sonville said.

“It’s so hard to fi nd homes for 
teen moms,” she said, adding 
that they’re not old enough to 
live in women’s shelters and 
cannot take their young chil-
dren there.

“Our big goal is to get the 
community to understand we 
need a home for them,” Maison-
ville said. “It would be great to 
have a home for these young 
parents and day care after they 
graduate.”

She wants all teen parents to 
dream big, to have goals beyond 
landing minimum-wage jobs. At 
least two recent CEYP gradu-
ates are well on their way: both 
are attending Portland State 

University, one planning to become a so-
cial worker and the other studying for a 
career in pediatric dentistry. Scholar-
ships are available through St. Bar-
tholomew’s Episcopal Church, the Bea-
verton Rotary and CEYP volunteers, all 
aiming to help teen parents further their 
educations.

“Financially, it makes sense to help 
them now so they get off assistance,” 
Maisonville said. “They all want to be 
successful, not just in school, but as par-
ents, too.”

HELP CARE 
FOR THE 
CHILDREN
Continuing 
Education for 
Young Parents 
always needs 
volunteers in its 
day care center. 
To learn more 
about the pro-
gram, call 
Director Norma 
Maisonville at 
503-259-5608.

CEYP staff member Vicki Lapato plays with preschoolers at the day care center.
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CREATIVITY 
TWINES
Beaverton’s Berger 

family together

By GAIL PARK
Pamplin Media Group

W
ith nimble fi n-
gers and unwav-
ering precision, 
Verna and Clar-
ence Berger 

have long weaved hand-caned 
furniture and family ties as well.

Nine members of their family 
have learned the age-old craft 
and put it into practice over time 
at the Family Cane Shop, 
located on the eastern 
edge of Beaverton.

The Bergers bring cus-
tomers’ heirlooms and 
favorite pieces of caned 
furniture back to life, 
and also create their 
own originals. Indeed, 
their caning skills are in-
creasingly in demand, 
despite the fact that 
their particular talent is 
known as a “lost art.”

Clarence, 77, started the tradi-
tion when he opened the Family 
Cane Shop in Beaverton back in 
1977. Dan Nauman taught Clar-
ence — then an eager Parr Lum-
ber employee (in all, Clarence 
worked at Parr for 35 years) — 
how to cane. To help his friend out, 
Clarence studied the craft, and be-
fore his lessons were through, he 

had completed his fi rst project, a 
child’s small rocking chair. As 
Nauman’s workload continued to 
grow, he began to pass off furni-
ture projects to his newly skilled 
apprentice. After a day’s work at 
Parr Lumber, Clarence would 
weave throughout the night, dili-
gently trying to fi nish his own 
collection of mounting projects. 

Fortunately for him, Verna 
came to his rescue.

Like her husband before her, 
Verna, too, learned the 
various techniques in-
volved in caning, and the 
detail-oriented wife 
proved herself perfectly 
suited to creating the 
form’s precise, graceful 
designs. Rewards followed 
as she completed one ex-
ample after another of 
fi ne, elegant furniture.

While raising their chil-
dren, Steven and Ann, 
and later helping with her 

fi ve grandchildren, Verna, now 75, 
fi lled her days with hand caning. 
As a supplement to her family’s 
income, she said, “It’s not a 
business for a bread winner,” 
but admitted that it has helped 
send family members to nice 
schools.

Steven Berger, currently the 
director of Washington Coun-

ty’s Department of Community 
Corrections, became an expert 
caner at a young age. The Fam-
ily Cane Shop, inundated with 
furniture in need of repair, took 
advantage of his fi ne skills and 
his concurrent need for cash. 
He did all the rush caning for 
the shop, a form of caning that 

creates four triangular patterns 
with woven lines meeting at the 
middle of the seat. A spool of fi -
ber composed of tough twisted 
paper, known as rush, is used 
in the process. 

“Steven is great weaving with 
rush,” his mother said. “He did 
all of the rush work on the 

chairs at the (old Organ Grinder 
restaurant in Southeast Port-
land).”

He also caned the chairs for 
EarthQuake Ethel’s Roadhouse, 
a popular Beaverton disco in the 
late 70s and early 80s.

But it wasn’t just Steven who 
followed his parents’ vocation.

■ THE FAMILY CANE SHOP CONTINUES 
TO CREATE UNIQUE BEAUTY

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTO: GAIL PARK

Demonstrating a standard caning pattern using a narrow strips of rattan, Hallie Shaw carefully establishes rows of 
cane. Her grandmother, Verna Berger, is there for instruction and encouragement.

“It’s 
not a 
business 
for a 
bread 
winner.”

— VERNA 
BERGER
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“All of the kids have been in-
volved at one time or another,” 
Verna Berger said.

Steven’s son, Kylan — a 
22-year-old music major now 
completing his degree — hasn’t 
taken it on like his dad, but he 
has worked on a couple of 
chairs over the years. And Ste-
ven’s daughter Casey, 20, tried 
hand caning for a short period 
before deciding to follow a path 
toward nursing.

During Ann’s teenage years, 
she worked for the family busi-
ness until fi nding that time de-
mands became an issue. Her 
three daughters, however, are 
active, third-generation chair 
caners. 

Her oldest, Nicole Shaw, 25, 
spent a good number of hours 
at the business during her 
teenage years. Her fast fi ngers 
and attention to detail helped 
her plow through the work, 
and she fi lled her days after 
high school with lots of hand 

caning and bookkeeping until 
she headed off to college at the 
University of Colorado.  

Rachel Shaw, 20, caned while 
she was a Jesuit High School 
student. Asked about the de-
manding Danish lace weave, a 
lovely intricate pattern, she 
comments “I rock climb, so I 

have pretty strong hands.” 
Now she attends the University 
of Washington.

That leaves only Hallie 
Shaw,15, to help weave seats 
and cane furniture.

Anxious to weave as a 
youngster while watching her 
ambitious older sister Nicole, 

Hallie started standard caning 
when she was about 11. 

Demonstrating a pattern us-
ing a narrow strip of rattan 
that’s been softened in water to 
make it pliable, she carefully 
establishes rows of cane. Fol-
lowing a complex course, back 
and forth using dowels, she is 
focused and deliberate. 

“I like to weave ... and spend 
time in the shop with my 
grandpa,” she says. “I like be-
ing around the tools — drills, 
saws and hammers.”

Clarence’s eyes have started 
to tire, but according to Rachel, 
he still works regularly in his 
Scholls Ferry shop. Planing, 
drilling and restoring woven 
furniture using a caning ma-
chine are his specialties.

Likewise, Verna stays busy, 
too, and enjoys the specialties 
she’s developed over the years.

“I am the only chair caner 
who weaves the Star of David, 
spider web and Danish lace 

patterns,” she said.
Verna also fi lls her time as a 

mentor and overseer of the 
younger generation of caners.

“Hallie is learning. She’s un-
derstanding where to place the 
fi sheyes,” she said, referring to 
the location where canes cross 
and form “X”s along the vari-
ous styles and shapes of seat 
frames.

Hallie, a freshman, knows 
that track and fi eld and driving 
lessons will soon consume 
some of her schedule, but for 
now, she proudly completes 
her assigned hand caned jobs. 
Finishing up a chair seat is re-
warding, she said.

“A lot of satisfaction comes 
in seeing a chair done right,” 
quips Verna. “You know that 
chair will be around for a long 
time.”

With family as the soul of 
Family Cane Shop, it, too, 
should be around for a long 
time.

Clarence Berger 
works on a 

standard caning 
pattern on this 

rocker. The cane 
is stained to 

match the original 
woven seat.

Family Cane 
Shop members 
are (left to 
right) Clarence 
Berger, 
granddaughter 
Rachel Shaw, 
wife Verna 
Berger and 
youngest 
granddaughter 
Hallie Shaw.
PAMPLIN MEDIA 
GROUP PHOTOS: 
GAIL PARK
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By ERIC APALATEGUI

The Times

y has a robot to 
d

No, the 50-year-old Raleigh 

Hills resident doesn’t have R2-D2 

for a doctor, but he can credit the 

latest robotic surgery technology 

for making his recovery from 

complex surgeries relatively 

easy.
“I was up and around in a cou-

ple weeks,” Perry said Tuesday 

at Providence St. Vincent Medi-

cal Center, where he had the pro-

cedure done last month after his 

colon had fused to his bladder.

In a more traditional and inva-

sive form of surgery, Perry said, 

ld have cut across 

ry” now, he said.

When Perry was on the oper-

ating table, Dr. Amanda McClure 

was 5 feet away at the controls of 

a da Vinci Xi, the fourth genera-

tion of a robotic surgery technol-

ogy that St. Vincent has used for 

more than 15 years.

“They go to work a lot quicker 

(and) their pain is signifi cantly 

less,” said McClure, a surgeon 

who practices at St. Vincent. 

“They get back to life a lot soon-

er.”
This newest system, which St. 

Vincent acquired last fall, is par-

Surgeons deploy robots 

to battle human diseases

Providence St. 

Vincent Medical 

Center lets guests 

‘test drive’ one of its 

surgical machines

See ROBOT / Page 8
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Eight students affi liated with Beaverton’s Village Home Education Resource Center 

qualifi ed for the 2015 National High School Mock Trial Competition.

By ERIC APALATEGUI

The Times

Home-schooled students who 

take classes through a Beaverton 

program out-dueled students from 

some of the biggest high schools in 

the area for the right to represent 

Oregon at the 2015 National High 

School Mock Trial Competition.

In the fi nals of a state mock trial 

competition on Saturday, students af-

fi liated with Village Home Education 

Resource Center ousted West Linn 

High School, the 2014 state champion.

The eight-member Village Home 

team now advances to the national 

competition May 14-16 in Raleigh, 

N.C.
“It’s incredible just to think about 

how much work we put into it,” said 

junior Julia Mueller, 17. “We’re all 

still in shock.”

Village Home has just over 100 stu-

dents in high school grades. The pro-

gram, with headquarters and a cam-

pus on Southwest Watson Avenue, is 

not a school itself but offers a variety 

of classes intended to provide a well-

rounded education for home-schooled 

students, said director Lori Walker.

Many of the mock trial teams were 

from large schools or programs that 

had been competing in mock trials for 

much longer than Village Home, 

which started entering about five 

years ago, Walker said.

“Everyone is so proud of them,” 

Home-schoolers win state’s mock trial contest

Students at Beaverton’s 

Village Home Education 

Resource Center top teams 

from large high schools

See TRIAL / Page 9

DOWNTOWN 

TO RISE FROM 

OLD WESTGATE 

THEATER

By ERIC APALATEGUI

The Times

This week, the downtown 

of Beaverton’s present could 

take a big step toward the fu-

ture.
City planners on Friday will 

release a request for qualifi ca-

tions as they try to fi nd a com-

pany with the chops to turn the 

leveled Westgate Theater site 

into a core at the heart of the 

slowly emerging Creekside 

District.
Beaverton leaders believe 

that one big piece of city-

owned land — nearly four 

acres — has the power to help 

jumpstart more investment 

throughout the triangular ar-

ea, with Southwest Canyon 

Road at its base and Cedar 

Hills and Hall boulevards form-

ing its sides.

In fact, Cadence Moylan’s 

speech takes on a noticeably 

rapid cadence when the Bea-

verton Development Division 

manager talks excitedly about 

the transformation she envi-

sions for the well-worn blocks 

she sees looking south from 

the fourth fl oor of The Beaver-

ton Building.

“Westgate is at the heart of 

the Creekside District. We’re 

relying heavily on that devel-

Beaverton leaders will release Request for 

Qualifi cations to land a developer for key spot

By ERIC APALATEGUI

The Times

Beaverton’s Old Town is 

about to become a lot newer. 

And taller.

Two apartment complexes al-

ready are under construction in 

one of the city’s oldest neighbor-

hoods, and two more are sched-

uled to break ground in the com-

ing months. A residential care 

facility with 100 or more rooms 

Four multi-story 

apartment projects 

and a senior care 

facility will bring 

hundreds of new 

residents

Old Town 
getting newer

will follow soon after.

In all, developers are spending 

well over $60 million in the neigh-

borhood south of Farmington 

Road between Beaverton High 

School on the west, Southwest 

Lombard Avenue on the east and 

Southwest Fifth Street on the 

south.
Today, the neighborhood in-

cludes some of the city’s most 

See WESTGATE / Page 8

See OLD TOWN / Page 8

Starting Friday, 

developers will begin 

dreaming up the future 

of the former Westgate 

Theater site, which will 

be redeveloped into a 

key piece of Beaverton’s 

new downtown.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Championship effort

Jesuit nearly takes down West Linn

 — See SPORTS, A12

Art history
Elton Bennett’s silkscreens

on display in Aloha

— See LIVING HERE, B1
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Spring showers
Bowmen’s lead in opener 

washed away
— See SPORTS, A12Art history

Elton Bennett’s silkscreens

on display in Aloha

— See LIVING HERE, B1
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By GEOFF PURSINGER

The Times

The Oregon House of Rep-

resentatives will vote on 

whether to give Tigard its 

own ZIP code. 

In January, Margaret Doherty, 

who represents Tigard in the Or-

egon House of Representatives, 

introduced House Joint Memo-

rial 1, which asks Congress to 

change the designation for ZIP 

codes 97223 and 97224 from 

“Portland” to 

“Tigard.”
The memori-

al made its way 

through the 

House Commit-

tee on Rules on 

Monday, but 

needs approval 

from both the 

state House 

and Senate to become law. 

Tigard is currently split be-

tween the 97223 and 97224 ZIP 

codes, but those ZIP codes are 

technically designated as 

“Portland,” which sometimes 

causes trouble for Tigard resi-

dents, Doherty said. 

“This can be a very confus-

ing situation for my constitu-

ents when ordering goods over 

the phone,” Doherty said in a 

release. “They often fi nd them-

selves explaining to salespeo-

ple that they don’t live in Port-

land. Local small businesses 

complain that it’s hard for peo-

ple to look up their addresses. 

Even Tigard High School comes 

up as being in Portland.”

Tigard’s Post Offi ce is con-

sidered a substation under 

Portland’s Main Post Offi ce. Ti-

gard doesn’t have its own post-

master — that would cost a lot 

of money, Doherty said — and 

suburban community address-

es are part of the Portland Post 

Offi ce’s “rural” routes.

ZIP code changes require fed-

eral approval. The joint memo-

rial would urge the U.S. Post-

master General and the Postal 

Service Board of Governors to 

recognize 97223 and 97224 as “Ti-

gard” rather than “Portland.” 

It may not seem like major 

legislation, but it’s an issue that 

Tigard residents have struggled 

with for decades, Doherty said. 

Having the ZIP code labeled 

as Portland is misleading, she 

said, and “is at odds with public 

perception and local govern-

ment organizational structure 

in Tigard and the Portland met-

ropolitan area.”

It’s an issue Doherty has 

tried to address before. 

For years, Doherty said she 

worked with postal offi cials to 

get it changed, and when that 

didn’t happen, she decided to 

bring it to Salem.

Doherty, a democrat, has 

represented House Dist. 35 

since 2009.
No date has been set yet for 

the House vote.

House to vote on Tigard ZIP code

DOHERTY

By GEOFF PURSINGER

The Times

The clock is ticking for Ti-

gard and Tualatin to make 

up their minds about how to 

deal with marijuana facili-

ties opening in their towns. 

Tigard and Tualatin — like 

several Washington County 

cities — banned marijuana fa-

cilities from opening last year 

while leaders worked to put 

regulations in place to handle 

the expected influx of busi-

nesses.
But while both cities’ bans 

on marijuana facilities are 

scheduled to expire in a few 

weeks, the two cities are tak-

ing wildly different approach-

es to how they plan to deal 

with the formerly illegal oper-

ations.
The cities’ moratoriums on 

marijuana dispensaries both 

end May 1. At that time, the cit-

ies can begin accepting appli-

cations from business owners 

hoping to set up shop within 

their borders. 

Cities cannot ban dispensa-

ries outright, but  are allowed 

to make “reasonable” regula-

tions on businesses, though 

Measure 91 — which made rec-

reational marijuana use legal 

in the state starting in July — 

does not say what counts as a 

reasonable restriction.

That’s the question in Tuala-

tin, where city councilors have 

said marijuana facilities will 

be sited only in manufacturing 

areas and can’t be located 

within 3,000 feet of any resi-

dential areas, schools, parks or 

libraries, and must also be no 

l er than 2 000 feet from any 

 Tigard, Tualatin 

take opposing 
views on pot 
regulation

A tale of 
two cities

By CAITLIN FELDMAN

The Times

G
raham Oelke didn’t think 

he’d win his school’s free 

throw competition. He 

didn’t think he’d win the 

city competition, either. And 

he defi nitely didn’t think 

he’d win district. But he most certain-

ly didn’t expect to at win at regionals. 

But he did. He won them all. 

Graham, a 13-year-old St. Anthony 

Catholic seventh-grader, is now a par-

ticipant in the Elks National Hoop 

h t ends region-

Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame. 

Sponsored by the Sherwood Robin 

Hood Elks Lodge, he’s their fi rst par-

ticipant to make it. Ever. But talking to 

Graham, you’d have no 

idea how big this is.

“There were a lot of 

good shooters there,” 

he said of the March 

Regional competition. 

A lot of good shooters, 

and in his 12/13 boys 

age bracket — where 

he competed against 

boys from Idaho, Alaska and Wash-

ington — he made 24 out of 25 free 

At tionals next month, he’ll 
h

in the Hall of Fame. 

Regionals and the other competition 

rounds are divided into age brackets of 

8/9, 10/11 and 12/13, each separated into 

boys and girls divisons. At re-

gionals, four participants from 

each division shot, with each 

taking turns shooting 10 free 

throws in a row before going 

back through the lineup and 

shooting 15 more. And it’s not 

as if there wasn’t pressure. 

“This is a competition 

where there’s total silence in 

the gym,” said Debi Whitmore, Sher-

wood Chairman for the Elks National 

Foundation Hoop Shoot. “If you make 

oise you’re asked to leave. All eyes 

’ hooting ”

Just as Graham is nonchalant about 

his winning, however, he’s nonchalant 

about the whole experience. What it all 

came down to, he said, was that he 

never really thought he was going to 

win. When asked if he thought he’d 

make it this far, his response was a 

scoff and a smile. 

It all started in P.E. class at school, 

when his teacher, Julie Sieg, an-

nounced that they’d be shooting free 

throws that day, and that the winner 

would get to go on to another round of 

competition. But this wasn’t Sieg’s fi rst 

go-round with the competition — she 

has had her students participate in 

Hoop Shoot for 26 years. 

 Tigard’s 13-year-old Graham Oelke heads to Massachusetts next month 

after winning regionals for the Elks National Hoop Shoot competition

TIMES PHOTO: JAIME VALDEZ

Graham Oelke, 13, a seventh-grader at St. Anthony Catholic School, takes a shot at his Tigard home. Oelke will compete in the Hoop Shoot National Finals in Springfi eld, Mass., in April.

on repeatThe perfect shot 

TO FOLLOW

You can follow Graham 

Oelke’s progress online 

at elks.org/hoopshoot 

or through Twitter using 

#HoopShoot 

See GRAHAM / Page A9
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The right dog makes all the difference

By CAITLIN FELDMAN
Pamplin Media Group

B
illy and Cindy Thomas had 
stopped looking for a dog.

But for some reason as they 
drove home to Beaverton one 
day, Cindy had a feeling that 

they hadn’t visited all the shelters in the 
area, even though they’d been searching 
for the right dog over a year. 

“We had given up, actually. We were go-
ing to stop looking,” said Cindy, 38. “But 
one day, we were coming back from Clack-
amas (and) something told me to Google 
‘dog adoptions.’”

When Oregon 
Dog Rescue in Tu-
alatin popped up on 
her screen on Feb. 
6, they knew they 
at least had to stop 
by. After arriving, 
the fi rst dog they 
saw snapped at Bil-
ly, and they knew it 
wasn’t a good fi t. 
Community Rela-
tions Director Nan-
cy Truax found out 
more about the 
kind of dog they 
were looking for 
and provided some 
suggestions, even-
tually leading to Louie, a  4- or 5-year old 
Chihuahua Pomeranian mix.

“He was the only dog that we took on a 
walk,” said Cindy. “And he was perfect.”

The couple, who moved to Beaverton 
from California three years ago, doesn’t 
have any children and had never owned a 
dog. One cat and some fi sh had already 
found a home in their apartment, but ulti-
mately, something was missing from their 
little family, and that something was Lou-
ie — renamed by them as Louie Louie. 

Even with a heart murmur, the little 
dog — who they now dress in puffy vests 
and 49ers jerseys — was the one who 
stole their hearts. 

“Our cat is cool. Don’t get me wrong — 
our kitty, we love her,” said Billy, 39. “Our 
cat is so independent, she can go all day 
without needing anybody to pick her up 
or anything. But this guy? He needs love.”

By the time the Thomases found Louie 
Louie, they’d visited more than seven ani-
mal shelters, both in Oregon and in their 

native California. But no dog felt right. 
Billy said a friend had told him that when 
they met the right dog, they’d know. Yet, 
until that February day at Oregon Dog 
Rescue, all they’d known was that no oth-
er dog was the one. And the couple 
wasn’t about to settle just for the sake of 
having a dog.  

“It’s always been something that we 

talked about, but not anything that we 
were in such a rush to do, where we just 
were gonna settle for any one,” said Billy. 
“I’m glad we weren’t in a rush, because 
then we wouldn’t have met this guy here.”

Determined to fi nd a dog from a shelter, 
the couple also knew that their options 
would be relatively limited, which played a 
factor in the length of their search. As Billy 

said, however, the wait to fi nd the right res-
cue dog was completely worth it in the end. 
And Cindy, who was less committed to fi nd-
ing a dog for herself — it was more for Bil-
ly’s sake she admitted — knew that a dog 
would be just what their family needed. 

“I’m more supportive,” she said. “I 
wanted a little doggy, and that was for 
Billy, because I knew that it would bring 
a lot of joy to him, and it makes me happy 
to see him happy.”

“How did you know a little dog was 
gonna make me happy?” Billy asked his 
wife of four years.

“Because I just knew,” Cindy said. “And 
it has. That’s his little best friend now.”

Unlike some other small dogs, Louie 
Louie isn’t yippy at all. He walks around 
the house, sometimes resting on Billy’s 
shoulder or Cindy’s pillow, and has claimed 
a stack of pillows as his make-shift bed. On 
the rare occasion that he does bark, Cindy 
said it’s a “cute little bark.” 

“He’s so happy all the time, and kind of 
uplifts the vibe in the house. Not that it 
was a bad vibe to begin with, but he brings 
a little extra something to the house,” Billy 
said. “He makes it more alive.”

■ FOR BILLY AND 
CINDY THOMAS, 
THAT ‘RIGHT DOG’ 
EXTENDS THEIR FAMILY

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTOS: JONATHAN HOUSE

ABOVE: Billy and Cindy Thomas pose with their 
adopted pup, Louie Louie. LEFT: Louie Louie 
enjoys laying in the lap of his human, Billy.

“Our cat is so 
independent, 
she can go all 
day without 
needing 
anybody to 
pick her up 
or anything. 
But this guy? 
He needs 
love.”

— BILLY THOMAS
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ALOHA’S GRIER NEVER GAVE UP 
on fi nding her father

■ SHE RECONNECTS 
WITH HER LONG-LOST DAD 
AFTER 43 YEARS APART

Aloha’s Tammy 
Grier holds a 
photo of 
herself and her 
father taken 
when she was 
less than a 
year old back 
in November of 
1970 — for 
many years, it 
was the only 
connection 
Grier had to 
her long-
estranged dad.
PAMPLIN MEDIA 
GROUP PHOTO: 
MILES VANCE

By MILES VANCE
Pamplin Media Group

A
loha’s Tammy Grier always 
wanted to remember her 
father.

She desperately wanted 
to remember him.

But for the longest time, 

the only image that Grier had of her fa-
ther came from a 4-inch color photograph 
taken when she was less than a year old.

In it, Tammy Grier — now 45 — sits 
placidly in a stroller, her eyes half closed 
against the bright California sunshine. 
She’s clad in a fuzzy pink jacket with fake 
fur ringing the hood that’s pulled up over 
her head, her little hands gripping the alu-

minum bar in front of her, her tiny shoes 
unable to quite reach the platform below.

And at Grier’s left, her dad, Richard Gri-
er, kneels beside the stroller, wearing a 
natty gray shirt with the wide collar asso-
ciated with 1970s fashion, dark slacks and 
tennis shoes, his auburn hair and neatly 
trimmed beard framing a face stretched 
into a smile and featuring reddish brown 

sunglasses that almost match his hair.
The time stamp on the right-hand edge 

of the photo is marked “NOV 70,” and for 
the longest time, that was the last that 
Tammy Grier had seen or heard of her dad.

Back then, the family (Tammy Grier, 
her mother Laura Allen and Richard Gri-
er) lived together in Long Beach, Calif., 
each parent working on their second 
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marriage and Richard Grier employed — 
as he was throughout his adult life — as 
a barber.

But Allen — now a Beaverton resident 
and a retired Tri-Met bus driver — got 
tired of Richard Grier’s drinking and the 
ugliness that came with it. Allen and 
Richard Grier separated before Tammy 
turned 3, Allen fi led for divorce in August 
of 1972 and the split became offi cial on 
March 23 of 1973. After that — for the 
next 43 years — Tammy Grier knew al-
most nothing of her father.

Indeed, the lone contact Tammy Grier 
had with her father while she was still a 
minor came during a short period when 
she was 12 years old. One day, while rid-
ing in a car with her mother, Grier and 
Allen coincidentally pulled up behind 
Richard Grier in traffi c in Long Beach.

“My mom said ‘Do you want to see 
what your father looks like?’” Grier re-
called. Allen “pulled up next to him and I 
looked at him, but he didn’t recognize 
me.”

Still, spurred by the chance incident, 
Allen tried to reconnect with Richard 
Grier. She got in touch with her ex on the 
phone and spoke with him regularly — 
and allowed Tammy to speak with him, 
too — for a short period.

But what started on a promising note 
soon turned sour, fouled by drunken 3 
a.m. phone calls from Richard Grier that 
led Allen to take her young daughter and 
get away for good.

Tammy Grier and Allen stayed in Long 

Beach for another 10 years, but had no 
additional contact with Richard Grier, 
and Tammy’s few memories of her father 
began to fade and blur as the years went 
by. 

Indeed, she wasn’t even sure that some 
of the memories she thought she had were 
real. Tammy Grier, now a waitress at The 
Village Inn in Beaverton, keeps a photo of 
herself holding a stuffed monkey that her 

father gave to her before her parents’ di-
vorce. At the time that photo was taken, 
Tammy is probably around 5 years old, 
sitting on a concrete ledge with her arms 
wrapped around the monkey. She believes 
that she remembers her father giving the 
monkey to her, but admits that, over time, 
she may have attached memories to the 
picture that aren’t actually real.

After fi nishing high school in Long 

Beach, Tammy Grier and her mom 
moved to Las Vegas when Grier was in 
her early 20s. It was there, in Las Vegas, 
that Tammy Grier started her own fami-
ly, getting married and eventually giving 
birth to her own kids, daughter Reina 
(now 15 and a sophomore at Century 
High School) and son Angel (now 18 and 
employed part-time locally).

Tammy Grier’s marriage, to a Cuban 
immigrant of African and Italian descent, 
lasted just fi ve years, and she believes 
that the broken relationship she had 
with her father played a big role in her 
own marriage’s failure.

“The disappointment of a separation, 
of not having a father around — you just 
kind of settle for whoever’s around,” she 
said. “The attention of having a male 
around is a big deal.”

While Tammy Grier’s own marriage 
didn’t last, that experience in no way less-
ened her desire for family, nor did it lessen 
her interest in fi nding her long-lost father.

Beginning even before her children 
were born, Tammy Grier took a renewed 
interest in fi nding her father and remem-
bered searching for him four times over 
the past two decades.

“I’ve been looking for him for 20 years, 
but I was hesitant because I wasn’t sure 
what I’d fi nd,” she said. “Was he dead? 
Was he still the same?”

For the most part, and for 19 of the 
past 20 years, Tammy Grier’s searches 
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503-646-9232
Hwy 217 - Denney Rd. Exit
west on Denney 1/4 mile

PORTLAND
1716 NE Columbia

503-289-7407

SEASONALLY OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK: 8:30AM TO 5 PM

Visit us at the 
Yard, Garden & Patio Show 
Feb. 12-14 at Booths 1170, 1172

10% OFF

Present this ad 
and receive

Rock, Stone, Flagstone,
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Cover, Borders, Paths,
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Aloha’s 
Tammy Grier 
poses with a 
stuffed 
monkey that 
she got from 
her dad 
before she 
and her mom 
left him 
behind back 
in the early 
1970s.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20
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for Richard Grier came up empty.
“I’d fi nd the wrong phone number, the 

wrong address or his phone would be dis-
connected,” Grier remembered.

Her failure in locating Richard Grier, 
however, did not slow Tammy Grier in 
her concurrent searches for extended 
family. Over the years, those searches 
fi rst yielded a half sister — “I hired a de-
tective to fi nd her,” Grier said — from 
one of her mom’s previous marriages, 
then a half brother from one of her dad’s 
previous marriages, and later, two other 
half sisters who live in Portland that she 
sees regularly.

Finding her father, however — at one 
point, he owned 15 hair salons in Lake 
Tahoe and worked with entertainment 
industry clients including Van Halen and 
the Beach Boys — proved more diffi cult.

“I thought I was close one time, but his 
phone number was disconnected and his 
business — it was called Hair 4U (located 
in Alturas in Northern California) — was 
closed,” Tammy Grier said.

But something within her wouldn’t al-
low her to quit. And fi nally, in January 
this year, Tammy Grier’s long efforts 
were rewarded. She Googled her father’s 
name back on Jan. 4 and came up with a 
long list of possibilities, but one of them 
showed her father’s name, correct age 
and a connection to a former business in 
Alturas.

Grier followed the internet rabbit trail 
until it led her to a listing of properties in 
Medford. Richard Grier was the fi fth or 
sixth name listed — it said “Richard and 
Lindsay Grier,” she recalled — and his 
name was accompanied by a telephone 
number, the price he paid for his home, 
and a place to leave a comment.

Initially too nervous to call, Tammy 
Grier left a comment on the message 
board saying “My birthday is January 13. 

I’m looking for my father. I just want him 
to say ‘Happy Birthday’ to me.”

When she didn’t hear back that day, 
Tammy Grier screwed up her courage 
and dialed the phone the following day at 
5 p.m.

“He answered, but I didn’t know it was 
him,” Tammy Grier said. “I said ‘I know 
this is kind of a strange phone call, but 
I’m searching for my father. His name is 
Richard Grier — do you know one?’

“He said ‘I’m Richard Grier.’ 
“I said ‘Do you have a daughter named 

Tammy who was 2 when you left?’
“He said ‘Yes I do.’
“I asked him if he’d been married to 

Laura Ostrander, and he said ‘Yes. I know 
I’m your dad.’

“I had so many emotions, I almost 
passed out.”

That phone call, and fi nally, the culmi-
nation of Tammy Grier’s long search 
have been momentous, life-changing and 
fi lled with answers to questions long left 
untouched.

She and Richard Grier have now spo-
ken on the phone every day since Tammy 
fi nally located him, and he has been able 
to — bit by bit and day by day — answer 
some of her many, many questions.

Richard Grier, it turns out, is now re-
tired and living with his daughter Lind-
say — another half-sister to Tammy Gri-
er — in Medford, and has been clean and 
sober since 1983, just a year or two after 
Tammy and her mom left him. He moved 
to Medford after splitting with Lindsay’s 
mother, and has had Lindsay, now 28, 
with him since she was 14.

“I haven’t asked him, but maybe it was 
me, us, cutting him off that had some-
thing to do with him getting clean,” Tam-
my Grier said. “At some point, he just 
threw up his hands and said ‘I want to do 
good.’”

Apparently, Richard Grier has done 
that, caring for daughter Lindsay over 
time, working as a sponsor with Alcohol-
ics Anonymous, and now, reconnecting 
with a part of his life he probably thought 
was gone forever.

“He said he was just tired of being an 
alcoholic,” Tammy Grier said, adding 
that her mother, too, is excited to speak 
with Richard Grier and share the parts of 
their lives they lived separately.

Tammy Grier left Feb. 28 to travel to 
Medford to see her dad for the fi rst time 
since she was 2. The long awaited re-
union, it turns out, was worth the wait. 
Tammy and Richard Grier came together 
for the fi rst time since 1972, and on the 
heels of their many phone calls over the 
preceding weeks, began to fi ll in the gaps 
of the separate portions of their lives.

“It was like a rush of excitement,” Tam-
my Grier said. We have “so much in com-
mon not even knowing him. We bonded 
right away.” 

And while Tammy Grier has much 
more to learn about her father, she likes 
what she knows so far and she believes 
that he may indeed be the kind of man 
that she wants to call “dad.”

“To everyone,” Tammy Grier says, 
“don’t give up.”

PHOTO COURTESY TAMMY GRIER

Aloha’s Tammy Grier poses with her father 
Richard Grier in late February after ending 
the pair’s 43-year separation.

The Tigard and Beaverton area will soon be home to a new fi tness studio 
designed specifi cally for time-crunched individuals who enjoy a group workout 
atmosphere!

Located in the Greenway Town Center, Orangetheory Fitness uses the science of 
Heart-Rate Based Treadmill Interval Training, the effi ciency of Indoor Rowing for 
increased power, and the proven concept of Weight Training Blocks to create a 
fast-paced workout in a group setting. 

“My husband and I initially got hooked on the workout because of the cama-
raderie and support you get from group fi tness sessions, and we’re extremely 
excited to bring this studio to Tigard,” explains owner Heather Klemm about her 
and her husband Stefan’s latest business venture together. “Working out in a 
group provides accountability and structure to help achieve fi tness goals. Each 
workout includes a professional coach to ensure you get results and to prevent 
you from over or under training.” 

The studio will be completed with 12 treadmills, 12 rowing machines, 12 Sus-
pension Unit systems and free weights and benches for sessions up to 24 people. 
In addition, they will have separate men’s and women’s restrooms and showers, 
lockers and on site staff.

“We like to call it the ‘Orange Effect’,” explains Heather. “The result is more en-
ergy, visible toning and extra calorie burn for up to 36 hours after your workout. 
We want everyone to enjoy this work out and see the results like we have, and we 
can’t wait to share it with our community.”

Orangetheory Fitness 
Announces New Studio 

in Tigard

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

12268 SW Scholls Ferry Road., Tigard, Oregon 97223
503-782-4888 | www.orangetheoryfi tness.com/tigard
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503-639-8459    www.PortlandBadge.com
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Showing up
with integrity
for 35 years!

• Roof Replacements - All Types 

• Leak and Repair Diagnostics

• Ventilation Experts

• 40,000+ Roofi ng Jobs Completed

• 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

503.635.8706 • www.Pacifi cWestRoofi ng.com
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8460 SW NYBERG ROAD
TUALATIN, OR 97062

WWW.TRUEVALUE.COM/CLARKLUMBER

SERVING THE
COMMUNITY
SINCE 1965 OUR TEAM
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Celebrate Tualatin
April 23rd

Crawdaddy Open-Swing for
the Wolves Golf Classic

July 27th

Crawfi sh Festival
July 31st- August 2nd

Regatta Run 5K
October 17th

Holiday Auction & Dinner
December 8th

JOIN US AT THESE
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Visit www.TualatinChamber.com
or call 503-692-0780 for more info.

    CHAMBER
WORKS FORYOU!THE

THESE BUSINESSES PROUDLY SUPPORT THE 
TUALATIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE!
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& Advertising

Deb Steiger - Tualatin/Sherwood - 503.546.0778
Advertising Account Representative
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•  Creating a Strong
 Local Economy

•  Promoting the
 Community

•  Providing Networking
 Opportunities to Build
 Business Relationships

•  Representing the
 Interests of Business
 with Government
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The musical

MUNGAI
family

By GAIL PARK
Pamplin Media Group

T
wo energetic young 
boys sit at side-by-side 
pianos. When they 
strike the keys, it’s ap-
parent they are 

skilled beyond their years.
Encouraged to master the pia-

no by their parents, Segeni and 
Melissa Mungai, Benjamin and 
Njenga take piano playing seri-
ously. Benjamin, 13, has achieved 
distinctions with his command-
ing competitive solo performanc-
es. For three consecutive years, 
he has earned a superior rating. 
This past April, he was awarded 
the Gold Cup by 
the National Fed-
eration of Music 
Clubs.

Njenga, 7, fi nds 
playing fun and 
enjoys the chal-
lenge of memoriz-
ing the notes and 
tunes. “Njenga is 
near a perfection-
ist, so he likes to 
play music to the 
exact standards,” 
says his father. “He 
gets a little both-
ered when it 
doesn’t work out.”

“I’m on book 
three,” quips the Ridgewood Ele-
mentary School student. 

Nearly every day, the Cedar 
Hills family gingerly balances 
academics, competitive sports 
and piano, the boys honing their 
skills through lessons at West-
side Music School in Beaverton. 
With guidance from Claudia Re-
insch, the owner of the school, 
and teacher Aron Bernstein, 
these young pianists are master-
ing the black and white keys. Re-
insch includes singing — “a nat-
ural way to learn a song” — dur-

ing her school’s group piano ex-
perience. The lessons are pre-
paring her students for a life-
time, and for competitions.

  Developing a meaningful re-
lationship with music and taking 
home trophies motivates Ben, 
who works hard at improving 
this performance ability. 

“I love music. I’ve been play-
ing the piano since kindergar-
ten,” he says.

Harnessing his emotions and 
exhilaration, Ben focuses on fi n-
ger control when he touches the 
ivories. During a weekly group 
class, he evaluates his sheet 
music. He plays out a tune be-
fore striking the keys. He atten-

tively listens for his 
instructor’s command 
to “begin.” The music 
came easily this eve-
ning.

As a family, some 
days are a challenge. 
While the peppy boys 
passionately strive to 
excel, there are still 
occasional bouts of 
frustration. Certain 
notes can be trouble-
some. When playing 
becomes work, it is 
diffi cult, but Segeni 
and Melissa push to 
help their sons stick 
with it. 

Mom and dad are proud of 
their sons’ diligence. They ap-
preciate the soothing sounds 
the boys create, yet sometimes, 
the music is so loud that they 
can’t carry on a conversation. 
Young energy is put to con-
structive use.

“We want the boys to learn a 
life skill,” Melissa says. “They 
are very active in sports and we 
wanted to introduce them to 
music to counterbalance that 
activity. Something to use as a 
relaxation tool. We considered 

violin lessons, but didn’t want 
to listen to the practices.

“It has to do with talent. Just 
having the skills to entertain,” 
explains the 18-year Nike em-
ployee, who played fl ute in her 
high school band. “We hope 
they will constantly play.”

Memorization seems to come 
easily to the boys. Ben practices 
10 minutes in the morning. 
Njenga takes his 10-minute turn 
in the evening. Relaxed and fo-
cused, they fi gure out the key-
board and how each key sounds.

“Ben is starting to explore,” 

says his Kenyan-born father, 
who primarily listens to blues 
and jazz music. “Naturally, he 
makes up songs.”

Segeni, who works for the 
City of Portland on sustainabili-
ty and recycling matters, also 
listens to the boys’ uncle. He is 
Dariush Dolat-Shahi, a profes-
sional musician and composer. 
The songwriter’s combination 
of traditional and contemporary 
music is infl uenced by many dif-
ferent types of music. He gave 
Ben his fi rst keyboard.

Next up, Ben, a Cedar Park 

Middle School student, will 
compete at the local National 
Federation of Music Clubs com-
petition. Njenga, though young, 
will compete there for the fi rst 
time. Both of them will try to 
make an impression. The local 
event only considers pianists 
ages 8 to 19 unless recommend-
ed by a NFMC member.

While the boys may someday 
aspire to careers as pianists, Se-
geni and Melissa strive for bal-
ance in their family, like the bal-
ance between white keys and 
black on their boys’ piano.

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTOS: GAIL PARK

The Mungai family (left to right) are Benjamin, Melissa, Segeni and Njenga.

“We want the 
boys to learn a 
life skill. They 
are very active 
in sports and 
we wanted to 
introduce them 
to music to 
counterbalance 
that activity. ”

— MELISSA MUNGAI
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While you take time for
yourself, we will look after

your loved one in our center. 
Gentog seniors enjoy activities 
and visiting with each other,

and they spend time with
young children each day.

Everyone benefi ts.

In Tigard at Hwy 99W & Durham Road

503-639-2600 | www.gentog.com

Senior &Senior &
ChildChild

DaycareDaycare

Independent Studios,  One, & Two - 
Bedroom Apartments  Available.

504443.040915 PP

It’s the place to be!
King City//SummerfieldSummerfield

Est. 1966

503.684.0507
www.kingcitydentist.net

15405 SW 116th AVE, STE 208
KING CITY

•  We think you will appreciate the warm and friendly  
 manner in which we treat our patients. 

•  We will work with you to achieve a smile that can   
 maximize your personal health and appearance
 and raise your self-esteem. 

•  We provide excellent preventive, restorative, and   
 cosmetic dentistry with technologies that make   
 dental visits more pleasant.

•  Our commitment is to apply our dental knowledge and
 skills in a caring and gentle way, so you can feel at
 ease as we help you attain the smile you desire.

• We’re also a kid friendly offi ce, and we want you to  
 know that we enjoy patients of all ages!

5%
SENIOR

DISCOUNT

• GENERAL DENTISTRY 

• DENTAL IMPLANTS

• IV SEDATION • BRIDGES 

OPEN
MON.-THURS
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Unlimited Golf
$399 Annual Ticket – Jan-Dec
$299 Season Ticket – Mar-Oct

$199 Summer Ticket – June-Aug

The best golf value in 
the Portland Metro Area

503.639.7986503.639.7986
kingcitygolf@comcast.net

15355 SW Royalty Parkway, King City 97224
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Saturday & Sunday
9am-2pm, May - October 

Visit our website at 
TBMFM.ORG

Fresh veggies & fruit from Happy Gardens,
Martinez Family Farms, Parson Farms, 

B & D selling Baggenstos Potatoes and Local Raw 
Honey, Alex Farms, Steele Plants.

Plants from Graceful Blades.

Great Place to Shop for Unique Gifts! 
MOCHA ROMAS COFFEE • OLIVES BY THE OLIVE BRANCH

BEEF JERKY • SOY CANDLES • HANDMADE JEWELRY • ROCKS 
HANDMADE SOAP • ESSENTIAL MESSAGE OILS • AND MORE!

New Vendors 
Welcome

Join Our 
Bull Mountain

Farmers Market Family
Open Saturday & Sunday

May 9th - Oct. 25th 

• Get a discount on space fees by
   signing up for both Sat. & Sun.
• Receive increased advertising 
   and signage
• On-sight staff to help with 
   setting up your space, including
   your tent, loading and unloading 
   your equipment and inventory.

Reserve Your Space Today!!!

503-660-8206 
or email:  

Market.Manager@TBMFM.org

and Sunday May 10th

Canterbury Square Parking Lot in Tigard, 14389 SW Pacifi c Hwy
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It’s the place to be!It’s the place to be!
King CityKing City//SummerfieldSummerfieldEst. 1966

One Fantastic 
Course,

Three GREAT Reasons 
to Play!
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Offers valid through August 31, 2015

9 holes of golf anytime Monday for just $12, 
$22 for 18 holes
(Not valid on holidays)

2 for $24 ($44 for 18 holes) Tuesdays after 11am
(Players must be in same group)

1

2

MONDAY BLUES

2 FOR TUESDAY

TWILIGHT GOLF
Tee off after 4pm any day for just $12 through April 2015
Tee off after 5pm any day for just $12 May - August 2015
(All you can play!)

3

Open to the Public
Reservations taken up to 7 days in advance

CALL FOR TEE TIMES: (503) 620-1200
10650 SW Summerfi eld Drive, Tigard, OR 97224

www.GolfSummerfi eld.com
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Call Sandy Holland, 
Your King City/Summerfield 
Advertising Representative!

to advertise
503.546.0772 office

503.332.3829 cell

Reach

Local Market!
YOUR

Royal Treatment is Always Offered 
by King City/Summerfi eld Businesses

King Lames Pl.

Durham Rd.

Royalty Pkwy.
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Welcome to our Neighborhood!

11725 SW Queen Elizabeth St. #A
King City, OR 97224

KING CITY SUMMERFIELD
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KING CITY SUMMERFIELD

PEN
DING

SOLD

King City’s 
Newest 

Antique Store!

15350 SW 116th Avenue, 
King City

503-620-3061

Jim Beam 

Lighter

Antiques, Collectibles & Memorabilia
ANTIQUE CENTER
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The Discovery Shop

A unique quality
resale shop

• New and gently used
 apparel for men and
 women
• Jewelry, accessories,
 books, seasonal goods
• Quality home décor, silver,
 crystal, fi ne china, pictures

We are a non-profi t thrift store that benefi ts the American Cancer Society

Across from King City Plaza in Willowbrook Shopping Center

Located at Pacifi c Hwy & Durham Rd

503-684-9060
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Full Service 
Hair & Nail 

Salon

We are a
full service Salon 

providing hair
styling for men and

women, perms,
 hair coloring,

manicures,
pedicures and waxing.
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www.facebook.com/
plazahaircenter

WALK-INS WELCOME
OR CALL  TO MAKE AN
APPOINTMENT TODAY!

15525 SW 116th, King City

(503) 639-7034   

504451.031915 Pg3

It’s the place to be!It’s the place to be!
King CityKing City//SummerfieldSummerfieldEst. 1966

A 50-something community
with folks with active lifestyles
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Serving families since 1966.

Even our root beer is home-made. 

erving ffamiillilies since 196

Even our root beer is home-madde

438204.041813 P
P

12925 SW Canyon Rd., Beaverton

503-646-2688
OPEN FROM 6am to 8pm Every Day

OUR RESTAURANTS 
WELCOME YOU HOME

We welcome you to a time when 
everything was homemade, where 
people greet you by name and where 
service is personal. 

You’ll fi nd that, and more, everyday at

12830 SW Pacific Hwy, Tigard

503-639-5111
Weekdays, 5:30am to 10pm Friday, til 11pm 
Saturday, 6am to 10pm Sunday, 7am to 10pm

Quality homemade meals, just like 
Mom used to make. 

Tigard’s 

Favorite for 

41 years!

Beaverton’s 

Favorite for 

47 years!

SPECIAL EVENTS
CREATE BONDS

FOR A

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES 
BRING FAMILIES

IE
NNNGGGGGGGGGGGGGGG FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFAAAMIIIIIILLLLLLLLLLLIIIIIIE

Together

ONDS
FFFFFFOOOOOOOOOR

NDS
FFFFFFFFFFFFFOOOOOOOOOOORRR AAAAAAAAA

Lifetime 

12 PARKS 
FACILITATE 

FAMILYFAAAAAAAAMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIILLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLYYYYYYYYY

Fun

TUALATIN 

       FAMILIES!Lovesoves

18880 SW MARTINAZZI AVE.
TUALATIN, OR 97062

503-692-2000
WWW.TUALATINOREGON.GOV

18880 SW MARTINAZZI AVE.
TUALATIN, OR 97062

503-692-2000503-692-2000
WWW.TUALATINOREGON.GOV

503977.040915 PP
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By KATHY KWONG
Pamplin Media Group

S
herwood’s Todd Teats knows 
fi rsthand what it is like to go 
through a near-death experi-
ence, and he knows equally 
well just how much that kind 
of experience has made him 

appreciate life and family.
Just last summer, Teats was number 

one on the waiting list for a transplant to 
replace his liver, which was rapidly dete-
riorating due to Primary Sclerosis Chol-
angitis. The disease damages the bile 
ducts of the liver and ultimately destroys 
the vital organ. Although the disease pro-
gresses slowly, there is no cure or specifi c 
treatment for PSC. In Teats’ case, the dis-
ease left him in need of a liver transplant.

Coincidentally, Teats — a Portland Po-
lice detective — was quite familiar with 

the condition. About 10 years ago, his 
brother went through the same ordeal 
and also had to receive a new liver from a 
donor. Throughout his brother’s wait, 
Teats was by his side. In anticipation of a 
lifesaving liver for his brother, Teats un-
derwent tests himself to determine if he 
could donate a portion of his own liver. 
When his liver enzymes came back ab-
normal, Teats was told that he had the 
same condition. Although Teats was un-

able to serve as a live donor for his broth-
er, a cousin offered to donate a portion of 
his liver, and then — days before that op-
tion — a donor liver came through and 
saved his brother’s life.

Meanwhile, Teats, a loving husband to 
wife Kristi and father to two young boys, 
contemplated his own fate. Because of the 
trauma his brother’s condition caused his 

Todd Teats celebrates receiving

THE ULTIMATE GIFT

■ THE SHERWOOD RESIDENT, A PORTLAND POLICE OFFICER, GETS A LIFE-SAVING TRANSPLANT

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Sherwood’s Todd Teats, a Portland Police offi cer, is glad to be back in uniform these days, here posing with a colleague, Margaret, who also had a liver transplant. They are holding the Donate 
Life Northwest foam fi nger.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 28
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family, he opted to keep the news 
from his wife and sons. The early 
stages of PSC are almost symp-
tom free aside from abnormal 
blood tests and liver enzymes. 
Kristi Teats found out about his 
condition a few years later in a 
letter from Todd’s doctor explain-
ing that, “the PSC is advancing.”

Bandage option
In 2011, six years after receiv-

ing news of his condition, Todd 
started to experience symptoms 
of PSC. His bile ducts were get-
ting blocked, he had to have 
blood tests, and doctors per-
formed a procedure to drain the 
liver as a “bandaging option” to 
buy some time. 

“It was just a little fi x along 
the way until he could get a liv-
er transplant,” Kristi Teats said.

A year after the bandaging 
option, Todd Teats went 
through the evaluation process 
at Oregon Health Sciences Uni-
versity in order to be added to 
the donor wait list. The Teatses 
went through meeting after 
meeting and numerous counsel-
ing sessions, but Todd Teats 
was fi nally accepted and listed 
in 2012. They were optimistic 
and had a game plan in place for 
the day of the surgery. 

“The big question,” Todd 
Teats said with a laugh, was 
“’Will you live long enough to 
receive a transplant?’”

After six months on the wait-
ing list, his health rapidly de-
clined. Water retention prevent-
ed him from getting dressed and 
tying his shoes. He became so fa-
tigued he could no longer work.

Good news, then bad
Then, after days of staying 

home from work, Todd Teats re-
ceived a call that said a donor 
liver was available. The moment 
they’d been waiting for had 
come. The Teatses packed up 
and went to the hospital to get 
Todd prepped for surgery.

Just hours after their arrival, 
however, they found out the or-
gan was not viable. At this 
point, they were informed by 
the hospital that Todd was at 
the top of the list awaiting a do-
nor organ. He was now the sick-
est person in the region in vital 
need of a transplant. 

“It’s like a double-edged 
sword. You want him to be at 
the top of the list, but that also 
means he’s very sick to be num-
ber one,” Kristi said. 

At the rate Todd Teats’ health 
was declining, time was not on 
their side. They were sent home.

Back to square one and more 
waiting.

Three days passed and then 
they got another call from 
OHSU that said a liver was on 
its way. There was only one 
catch; there were complications 
with the organ. It was only 
strong enough to limp him along 
until a better organ came 
through. The Teatses had to de-
termine whether Todd should 
go through with a transplant, 
then risk a second transplant 
operation when a more viable 
liver was available. Feeling opti-
mistic about the frequency of 
donor organs coming through, 
they passed on that liver and 
continued to wait.

What people may not know 
about donor organs is that many 
factors determine viability. In 
order to be a match, a recipient 
must have the same blood type, 
a similar body size, and the or-
gan must be in good condition. 

“Unfortunately, in America, 
the obesity rate is so high that 
those livers are not always via-
ble, or there’s just too much 
damage from whatever trauma 
someone went through,” Todd 
explained.

No goodbyes
Back at home, Todd tried to 

maintain as normal a life as 
possible given his declining 
health and lack of news on do-
nor livers. One late evening in 
June of 2012, after a day of trim-
ming bushes and hanging out, 
Todd felt overwhelmingly fa-
tigued. Then came the bloody 
vomit. Kristi rushed him to the 
ER. He never got a chance to 
say goodbye to his two children 

who were asleep.
Todd was experiencing mass 

bleeding from the veins in his 
throat, a result of the liver not 
working properly. He was trans-
ferred to the intensive care unit 
at OHSU where they sealed his 
veins to stop the bleeding. Then 
came kidney failure. Teats 
would not recall the next week 
of events. Life for the Teatses 
revolved around the ICU. 
Friends and family from all 
around gathered at the hospital, 
unsure of what was to come.

Meanwhile, Kristi, who was 
by her husband’s side from the 
beginning, was faced with the 
burden of telling their two chil-
dren about the grim situation. 

“I’m going to get all sad. He’s 
out in the ICU and I have to 
come home and talk to our kids 
and let them know that their 
dad might not make it,” Kristi 
recalled. “So, just a lot of hard 
emotions.”

Hours shy of death
The same cousin that stepped 

up to be a liver donor for his 
brother 10 years earlier, stepped 
up once again and offered to do-
nate a portion of his liver to 
Todd. However, at this point, 
Todd’s health was so poor that 
doctors would not release him 
to fl y to Denver for the surgery.

After a week, Todd recov-
ered enough to be moved out of 
the ICU, but he remained at the 
hospital. His doctors visited of-
ten and reassured him that, 
any day now, a donor organ 
would be available. Days 
passed, then weeks with still 

no word of a viable liver. 
“It was like a perfect storm 

for how sick he was and no via-
ble organs,” Kristi said. 

Adding insult to injury, Todd 
would suffer another episode of 
mass variceal bleeding and kid-
ney failure. At this point, his liv-
er was shot and he was moved 
back to the ICU. Doctors esti-
mated that he would live just 
two days.

But another week passed at 
the ICU. Todd remained uncon-
scious since his return and was 
moved onto a ventilator. His INR 
score was increasing, which 
meant that his body’s blood-clot-
ting ability was decreasing. Even 
if a viable liver did become avail-
able, surgery might prove fatal.

The miracle
Close friends and family gath-

ered at the intensive care unit. 
Prayers and love fi lled the hospi-
tal space that was now known as 
“Camp Teats.” Then came the 
miracle. A viable liver was locat-
ed, and Kristi had minimal time 
to digest the news before Todd 
was prepped for transplant sur-
gery. The operation started at 9 
p.m. that evening and continued 
to the next morning.

“You always envision how it’s 
going to go down. The trip to the 
hospital, giving your kids a hug, 
kissing your wife goodbye and see-
ing them on the other side, Todd 
said later, noting that none of that 
turned out to be true for him. 

When the surgeon spoke with 
Kristi following the surgery, she 
informed her that Todd went 
through 37 units of blood, bleed-
ing profusely throughout the pro-
cedure. They learned later that 
the transplant team had pushed 
the limits in order to perform the 
operation, the surgeon  inform-
ing them that it was the hardest 
surgery she had ever done.

Within an hour after surgery, 
however, Todd woke to his wife 
telling him he’d had a trans-
plant. Still groggy, he touched 
his abdomen to fi nd staples, 
then proceeded to give a thumbs 
up, a fi tting gesture from a mild-
mannered and gracious individ-
ual who remains grateful and 
optimistic about his second 
chance at life.

Four months post transplant, 
Teats returned to work at the 
Police Bureau. He said he has 
more energy now than before 
the transplant. Both the Teatses 
say that they’re so thankful for 
all the people that came togeth-
er to support them throughout 
the process.

“It really restored my faith in 
humanity. I work with great peo-

ple, but we deal with a criminal 
element so it’s hard sometimes 
to remind yourself how good 
people really are,” Todd said.

Their community, friends and 
family made it a priority to get 
together to cook meals and take 
the Teats boys to activities. 
They raised money through fun-
draising efforts and brought a 
check to the Teats’ home. Todd’s 
work staff made donations in 
the form of gift cards and donat-
ing time with the family. Some-
one even offered — anonymous-
ly — to provide free yard work.

“The giving was just endless,” 
said Kristi, who is now a volun-
teer with Donate Life North-
west. She has also spoken at the 
Sherwood DMV personally, 
thanking the employees there 
for their efforts in saving her 
husband’s life. Donate Life 
Northwest, formerly the Oregon 
Donor Program, has partnered 
with the Oregon DMV in sign-
ing up organ donors and saving 
lives for for 40 years.

“It’s always good to give back 
to something that has greatly 
infl uenced your life,” she said.

These days, the Teatses are 
optimistic about the road ahead. 
They continue to reach out to 
their community and educate 
people on how to become organ 
donors and sharing the impor-
tance of organ donations.

But becoming a donor isn’t al-
ways enough, Todd Teats said. 
Donors must also educate and 
inform family members and next 
of kin regarding their wishes. 

“The hardest part for doctors 
and hospital staff is that, al-
though a person is a registered 
donor, they may not have had 
the conversation with their fam-
ily,” Todd said.

When that happens, viable 
donor organs are sometimes 
buried with the deceased, leav-
ing one less recipient saved.

“We’ve always known about 
organ donation since Todd’s 
brother, and if we can help edu-
cate people about organ dona-
tion and what it can truly do, 
then people like Todd don’t have 
to wait until they’re hours away 
from death,” Kristi said. “Maybe 
we can get more viable donors 
out there and people can get 
transplanted sooner.”

“After going through this, we 
want to give back, volunteer and 
educate however we can,” Todd 
said. “Now, I can continue be a 
good dad and husband. I can go 
back to work and give back to 
my community.

“The donors are the true he-
roes of everything and we were 
given the gift of being recipients.”

Todd Teats, 
his wife 
Kristi and 
their two 
sons have 
good 
reason 
to smile 
after the 
dramatic 
journey 
that led to 
Todd’s liver 
transplant.
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MATERIALS YOU NO LONGER
NEED CAN BENEFIT YOUR
COMMUNITY TODAY.

PORTLAND // CLARK COUNTY
WASHINGTON COUNTY

Home Improvement Outlet

We sell donated building materials, appliances and 
furniture to fund building Habitat homes for local families. 
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Thrift ShopThrift Shop

4000 SW 117th Ave. in Beaverton • 503-526-9300 
(Across the street from TJ Maxx)

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF 
SERVICE HELPING CHILDREN 
AND VICTIMS OF VIOLENCE

51
24

38
.0

40
91

5 
P

P

Our Chamber has commitments to business visibility, business advocacy and 
community development.  Our work in each of these areas provides desirable 
exposure for our members and their local businesses.  

•   Strengthening a strong local economy
•   Promoting the Beaverton community
•   Growing business partnerships and making connections
•   Speaking as the voice of business before our governments
•   Being the pro-business voice in the Beaverton community

By connecting your business to the Beaverton Area Chamber, you will immediately 
multiply your connections to your market and build long-term relationships to grow 
your business.  

•   Last year over 10,000 people attended the Beaverton  
      Chamber’s networking meetings

•   Over 470,000 Business referrals   

•   Over 5.13 million hits to the Beaverton Chamber’s Website

Your Beaverton Area Chamber of Commerce providing YOU return on your 
INVESTMENT!

Try Us Out!
Call 503-644-0123, fi nd us on Facebook or join us online at 
www.beaverton.org today!

THESE BUSINESSES PROUDLY SUPPORT THE 
BEAVERTON AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Why should your business 
join the Beaverton Area 
Chamber of Commerce?

( c oss t e st eet o J a )

12725 SW MILLIKAN WAY STE 300
BEAVERTON, OR 97005
PHONE 503.906.7800
FAX 503.906.7801

For information on availability & pricing
503.906.7800
info@beaverton-esuites.com
www.beaverton-esuites.com
Beaverton Round Executive Suites
@BeavertonRoundESuites

Need professional space to meet
your client? We can Help!

• CONFERENCE ROOMS (accomodates 2-12)
• EXECUTIVE OFFICES
• VIRTUAL OFFICE PACKAGES
• CONVERSATION LOUNGE
• BEAVERTON CENTRAL MAX STATION
• TRAINING CENTER (accomodates up to 90)
• ON-SITE RESTAURANTS
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• Review Lab Results • Prescription Refi ll Requests

• Schedule Routine Appointments

• Email Your Provider

• Pay Your Bill Online • Billing Questions

Serving Beaverton for more than 20 years

ONLINE SERVICES
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Visit our website www.pacifi cmedicalgroup.com

Monday - Friday 7:30am–7pm; Saturday 9am–1pm

...we’ll take care

4510 SW Hall Blvd, Beaverton, OR 97005

Phone: 503-644-1171 Fax: 503-643-7443
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A ‘grand’ version of volunteerism

■ THE TIGARD GRANDMOTHER GIVES TIME AT HER GRANDDAUGHTER’S SCHOOL LIBRARY

By BARBARA SHERMAN
Pamplin Media Group

B
arbara Gornick showed up 
early at Deer Creek Elemen-
tary in King City on Feb. 24 
for her volunteer shift in the 
library, even before her 
granddaughter, fi rst-grader 

Alina Mohr, arrived on the bus.
“She walked by the library, saw me, 

and said, ‘Grandma. What are you doing 
here?’” Gornick said. “I walked her to her 
classroom. Alina says Tuesdays are her 
favorite day because she sees her grand-
ma in the library.”

It is moments like this that make Gor-
nick very glad she volunteers at Deer 

Creek, where her normal gig is working in 
the library Tuesdays from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., 
which happens to be the same time that 
Alina’s class comes in for its weekly library 
session. Usually, someone reads a book to 
Alina’s class, and then students have time 
to fi nd and check out their own books.

Gornick literally had to cross mountains 
to be able to volunteer at Deer Creek. She 

was born in Eugene but grew up in Baker 
City, where she went on to become an 
English teacher at Baker High School. 

“I’ve always been taught that if you could 
read, you could do anything,” she said.

Four years ago, Gornick and her hus-
band Lee, who was a guidance counselor 
at Baker High School, got a call from 
their daughter asking them to move to 

Deer Creek Elementary 
volunteer Barbara Gornick 
visits with her granddaughter, 
fi rst-grader Alina Mohr.
Gornick volunteers in the 
library when Alina’s class 
comes in for its weekly visit.
PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTOS: 
BARBARA SHERMAN
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the Tigard area to help with their grand-
children. In addition, to Alina, who will 
be 7 in May, the Mohrs have a daughter 
Ellie, who just turned 4 in February.

Daughter Kate Mohr, the Gornick’s on-
ly child, is the director of the downtown 
Portland KinderCare, and her husband 
Adam is a chiropractor.

“Lee and I conveniently live halfway 
between their home and my son-in-law’s 
offi ce,” Gornick explained.

Within a month of being asked to move, 
the Gornicks, who were retired, came to 
Tigard along with Barbara’s now-93-year-
old mom, with Gornick noting that Alina, 
who is a little shy, now feels extra special 
and loved when her grandma is in the li-
brary when her class arrives.

“The entire class greets Mrs. Gornick 
when they come in and says ‘Thank you’ 
when they leave,” said Alina’s teacher 
Ann Cox. “But Alina is the only one who 
gets to call her Grandma.”

Gornick said that she thinks grandpar-
ents are special because parents work hard 
at their jobs and raising their kids, while 
“grandparents give unconditional love.”

She added, “I’m just loving it, and for 
the kids in the class who don’t have 
grandparents or they live far away, I’m a 
substitute grandma. The kids come to me 
for hugs. I go home feeling pretty darn 
good after getting all those little-kid hugs. 
When they put their little arms around 
me, there is nothing like it in the world.”

Gornick also goes out of her way to help 
in Alina’s class, such as when she planned 

a Valentine’s Day party and brought in 
refreshments and an art project to do.

And she knows the value of a good ed-
ucation and good teachers. 

“Alina came here last year as a kinder-
gartner and just blossomed,” said Gor-
nick, who added that, as a teacher, she 
used some unconventional techniques in 
teaching her students. 

“I used to take them outside to skip in 
rhythm to learn a poem,” said Gornick 
who has been active in the Oregon Edu-
cation Association for 20 years and 
served on the board of the National Edu-
cation Association.

While Gornick has been active as a re-
tired educator, she explained that she is 

an accidental volunteer at Deer Creek.
“My daughter came home from a Deer 

Creek meeting when Alina was starting 
kindergarten and said, ‘We signed you 
up to volunteer,’” said Gornick, who also 
volunteered in the library last year.

Even her husband Lee has gotten in on 
the act, with Gornick saying that Cox oc-
casionally invites a “mystery reader” to 
come into her classroom. When Lee Gor-
nick came as the mystery reader in De-
cember, Cox asked the kids before he was 
introduced, “How many of you know a 
bald man? How many of you know a man 
who plays golf? How many of you know a 
man who loves his cats?”

By then, the class had fi gured out that 

Alina’s granddad was the mystery reader, 
and he read “The Night Before Christmas.”

Gornick said she loves volunteering 
because “it’s a whole different way to 
participate.” She added, “There’s no les-
son plans to do — you just show up. It’s a 
wonderful thing to do. You are given a 
choice of volunteer job, and I chose the li-
brary even though I had never checked 
out a book.

“It was pretty exciting. I took a photo 
of the fi rst kid I checked out a book for, 
and he thought that was weird. We do ev-
erything in the library  — help kids fi nd 
books, show them how to use the Dewey 
Decimal System on the computer, and 
show them how to put books back on 
shelves correctly. It’s been fun to see 
these kids progress with their reading.”

Gornick said that she sees her grand-
daughter “almost every day” during the 
week anyway and loves taking her grand-
daughters to visit their great grandmoth-
er, so four generations can get together. 
But Tuesday mornings are extra-special 
when Alina’s class comes into the library.

Gornick encourages everyone to vol-
unteer because they will fi nd something 
to do that they enjoy, “and here at Deer 
Creek is a good place to start.”

The Deer Creek library is run by most-
ly volunteers under the supervision of a 
librarian, according to Deer Creek head 
secretary Marie-Luise Shockless. “These 
retired, well-educated volunteers make it 
possible to provide library service for 
our students all week long,” she said.

Saturday, April 11 at Noon

Celebrate the newly renovated Murray Scholls 
Branch Library, featuring an additional 5,000 square 
feet of space for children, teens and families. Join 
Mayor Denny Doyle and your neighbors for family 
activities, cake, and free books for kids!

Beaverton residents gave libraries a 92 percent 
approval rating recently because they love our 
programs and events, along with the great selection 
of books, movies and music. Our libraries are funded 
in part by the WCCLS library levy. So, treat yourself 
to a library visit on April 11 and learn more about the 
potential library levy in November.

Grand Opening of New Children’s Room

11200 SW Murray Scholls Pl. Suite 102 Beaverton, OR 97007
www.BeavertonLibrary.org
503-644-2197
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Alina’s favorite 
day of the week 
is Tuesday 
when she gets 
to see her 
grandmother 
at the library.    
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Volunteerism makes the Marx 
family makes volunteerism

By CAITLIN FELDMAN
Pamplin Media Group

H
eidi Marx grew up 
volunteering with 
her family and nev-
er thought much of 
it. Volunteering to-

gether was just something they 
did. So when she had her own 
children, it seemed natural that 
she’d instill volunteerism in 
them, too. 

“I love volunteering!” said 

12-year-old Allie Marx. “I love 
that it involves me with doing 
different things.”

Allie, a sixth grader at Hazel-
brook Middle School, has been 
helping her mom alongside her 
15-year-old brother, Evan, for 
years. Heidi is the special 
events coordinator for the city 
of Tualatin, and her kids and 
husband Scott often work be-
hind the scenes to help make 
sure everything runs smoothly. 

“Our volunteering world re-

volves around Heidi,” Scott 
said, laughing. 

But even so, the Marx family 
as a whole fi nds its niche with-
in each event and the communi-
ty organizations it spend time 
volunteering at. For several 
years, their most frequent stop 
has been the Tualatin School 
House Pantry. It started as a 
phone call on a whim to see if 
the nonprofi t needed help, and 
it’s turned into a monthly en-
deavor ever since for Heidi, Al-
lie and Evan. A sophomore at 
Tualatin High School, Evan was 
even made a student board 
member because of his dedica-
tion and involvement. 

“I’ve learned a lot about some 

of the different statistics and 
the fi ne print — how the food 
pantry works and things like 
that — things you don’t normal-
ly see when you’re in there vol-
unteering,” said Evan of his 
board member experience so 
far. “I love meeting the people; 
it’s such a great community. All 
the people that volunteer are so 
nice, and I love hanging out 
with them and working with 
them.”

Though Evan and Allie have 
grown up volunteering, their 
parents have been careful to 
make sure that they don’t post 
or brag about their good deeds 
on social media. Doing so, said 
Heidi, often detracts from the 

■ VOLUNTEERING TOGETHER 
IS JUST SOMETHING THEY DO

The Marx family 
volunteers at a 
father-daughter 
dance last month at 
the New Juanita Pohl 
Center. Pictured 
from left are; Scott, 
father; Evan, 15, son; 
Heidi, mom; and 
Allie, 12, daughter. 
Heidi is the special 
events coordinator 
for the city of 
Tualatin.
PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP 
PHOTOS: JAIME VALDEZ

“I’ve learned a lot 
about some of the 
different statistics 
and the fi ne print 
— how the food 
pantry works and 
things like that — 
things you don’t 
normally see when 
you’re in there 
volunteering.”

— EVAN MARX, 15, 
Tualatin School House Pantry 

student board member 
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act itself, and turns it more into 
what people think about the 
good works you’ve done. 

“When they volunteer, I 
want it to be about who they’re 
helping, and maybe about how 
it makes them feel about them-
selves, and not necessarily 
about how it makes them look 
to others,” Heidi said. “Some-
times, when you start posting 
things to Facebook and Insta-
gram, all of a sudden, it be-
comes ‘Look how amazing I 
am.’ I really wanted it to be 
about just how it makes them 
feel to help other people.”

For Evan and Allie, this 
means that their volunteering 
take-aways get to be centered 
around the interactions they 
have and the relationships they 
make; it means they can focus 
on why the work they’re doing 
is important for the community 
and themselves; and it means 
that they want to continue vol-
unteering in the future, be-
cause their passion for good 
works extends beyond the sur-
face level. 

“You think about volunteer-
ing and you just go and do your 
part, but how it really affects 
the people around you and how 
you make a difference — it’s 
pretty cool to kind of see that 

aspect of it,” said Evan. 
Heidi said the reason she 

thinks some individuals and 
families opt out of volunteering 
is because they feel like they 
don’t have the time. And if they 

haven’t volunteered before, 
they might be nervous about 
going to a new place and doing 
something unfamiliar. By in-
stilling volunteerism in their 
kids at young ages, Scott and 

Heidi have helped remove the 
wall that might have built be-
tween them and the communi-
ty as they got older. 

“You’re always looking for 
opportunities to give your chil-

dren good lessons in life: how 
to be good citizens, good mem-
bers of the community, and just 
grow up to be good people with 
balance and perspective,” said 
Scott. “This is an opportunity.”

But aside from just volun-
teering themselves, the Marx 
kids learn from their parents’ 
example. They get to see fi rst-
hand how their parents bal-
ance family, jobs and the rest 
of their hectic lives while still 
taking time out to give back to 
the community. 

“I just think that as you go 
through life, it’s important to 
give back to whatever commu-
nity you’re in and fi nd some-
thing that is important to you,” 
said Heidi. “I just think it’s 
good for them to know there’s 
something outside their little 
world. I think a lot of times, 
you don’t see outside your own 
little community and the neigh-
borhood that you’re in.” 

But for Evan and Allie, their 
little worlds include volunteer-
ing as a family, and it seems 
like they’ll be doing it for years 
to come.

“I feel like we kind of con-
nect more,” said Allie. “It kind 
of brings us closer, not only as 
family members but as 
friends.”

503.646.0635
12900 SW 9TH STREET 

BEAVERTON, OR 
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www.beavertonlodge.com

Enjoy life in a locally-owned retirement community!EnnEnnEnEnEEnjojjoojojojjj yyyy y yy lillilifefefeff iiiiiinnnnn n n n aaaaa lololololocaacacacacacacallllllllllllllllyyy-y-y-y-yyyy owowowowowownenenenenenenen ddddd d rererrerreretitititititirererererrememementttnttnt cccccccomooomomoomo mumumuumuum ninininnin tytytyytyyyyy!!!!
We have a variety of activities and classes, an indoor pool
and spa, HDTV theater, art collection, raised bed garden
areas, walking nature paths, transportation, emergency call 
system connects you to on-site managers 24-7, full service 
dining area and so much more. We are conveniently located 
near the Elsie Stuhr Center and the heart of Beaverton
ddining area and so much ormore.e. We We are 
nneaneaear tr tr thehehe ElsElsElsiieieie SStuStuStuhhrhrhr CenCenCenterterter ananand td hhe he

• Affordable Month to Month Rent
• Kitchens & Storage Rooms
• Weekly Excursions in Our Luxury Bus
• Weekly Housekeeping & Linen Service

• Satellite TV
• Flexible Dining Plans
• Pet Friendly
• Scheduled Transportation

Take the Plunge

For the best in retirement living 
give us a call today.

Ennjoj y lililiffffe iiin a llocallllyy owneedd retirementt ccomo mumu inin ty!

Join us for a complimentary
lunch or dinner

Your 
Friends Are Waiting For 

You!
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COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS

•  Citizen’s Academy

•  Prescription Medication
 Turn-In

•  Car Seat Clinics

•  Bi-Monthly Shredding Clinics

•  Youth Peer Court

•  Landlord Forums

•  Police Department
 Volunteer Programs

Business Line 503-526-2264
www.beavertonoregon.gov

We’re Here For You!
The Beaverton Police Department!

Evan Marx, 15, takes a photo during the father-daughter dance last month at the New Juanita Pohl Center.



34  PORTRAIT: FAMILIES April 2015
50

86
06

.0
40

91
5 

P
P

12060 SW Main Street in Tigard
Mon-Sat 9-9, Sun 10-7

503-684-1982 • www.valuevillage.com

Great 

Selection
of 
Seasonal 
Fashions!

Good deeds. Good deals.
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Sherrie’s Jewelry Boxy
Your family operated jewelry store!

12425 SW Main Street, Tigard
www.sherriesjewelrybox.com

(503) 598-0144

Call or Visit Us Today: 503.684.036
PamplinMedia.com

Proud Supporters of Tigard’s 
Downtown Businesses!

 Dow
Enjoy the kind of experience only small businesses can provide

www.exploredowntowntigard.com

Crown Carpets

Cafe Allegro

Karate on Main

La Fuente

Main St. Stamp & Stationery

Max’s Fanno Creek Brewpub

Musi’s on Main Upscale Resale & Consignment

New Shoes – Shoe Repair

Post Offi ce

ProDesign Solutions

Sherrie’s Jewelry Box

Jeffery Alan Gallery

Tigard Allstate Agency

Tigard Chamber

Tigard Chiropractic Clinic

Tigard Cleaners

Tigard Wine Crafters

Tigardville Station

Under Water Works

Value Village

The Times

TriMet WES Commuter Rail

j th ki d f i l ll b i

Explore SHOPPING, DINING & FUN!SHOPPIN
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Cafe Allegro serves authentic
gourmet Italian cuisine
in a cozy bistro setting.

The freshest salads, the heartiest 
pastas, calzones and pizzas. 

12386 SW Main St. Tigard

Serving dinner 
every night;

lunch Monday 
through Saturday.503-684-0130

Cafeallegrotigard.com
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60

wntown Tigard
OVER

30
BUSINESSES
TO EXPLORE!

SHOPPING, DINING & FUN!NG, DINING & FUN!
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12405 SW Main St., Tigard

503-620-4880
  www.tigardchiropracticclinic.com

TIGARD'S 
CHIROPRACTORS

Dr. Terrance Erdman
Dr. Gregory Oltmann

Dorothy Smith - Massage Therapist
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■ TIGARD LIBRARY’S GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS AND LOCAL HISTORY ROOM GIVE PERSPECTIVE

   The   
family tree, 
explained

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP: JONATHAN HOUSE

Tigard Research Librarian Sean Garvey talks about the many resources for studying local genealogy.

By GEOFF PURSINGER
Pamplin Media Group

Y
our family tree is long, and 
Sean Garvey is here to help 
you make sense of it.

Garvey, a librarian at the 
Tigard Public Library, is 

helping families across the city fi nd out 
more about their family trees through ge-
nealogy classes and the library’s Local 
History Room, which collects pieces of 
Tigard’s history. 

Genealogy is important, Garvey said, 
because it helps us understand ourselves. 

“You learn so much about where you 
came from,” Garvey said. “We know our 
parents, we probably know our grandpar-
ents, but before that, you probably don’t. 
You’re fi nding out what part of the world 
you came from. You’re fi nding out stuff 
your contemporaries don’t know about 
you and fi lling in the pieces from your 
family’s history.”

In May, the library is hosting genealogy 
workshops to help families learn more 
about their own family histories, with 
help from volunteers from the Tualatin 
Family History Center.

Garvey, an amateur genealogist, has 

been able to trace his family history back 
200 years to Ireland and Germany. 

“Once they got to America, they spread 
all over the place,” Garvey said. “It’s in-
credible. You’re learning more knowledge 
about yourself and your family’s history.”

More than just genealogy, the library’s 
collection of local historical documents 
can help people learn more about, not on-
ly their own history, but Tigard’s as well. 

“Local history and genealogy intersect in 

most cases,” Garvey said. “Our collection 
has biographies written by residents who 
were 70 in the 1930s and 40s, so they remem-
ber people here from the 1880s. They knew 
them personally. Volunteers have written 
about them from fi rsthand experience.”

The library has Tigard High School 
yearbooks dating back to the 1920s, and 
has copies of local newspapers dating 
back a century. 

“I found a Beaverton Times article talk-

ing about coming to Tigard in 1912 and 
what great roads we had,” Garvey said. 
“They wrote about how what a thriving 
town Tigard seemed to be. Back in the 
day, Tigard was isolated before the trains 
came through.” 

The library also has information about 
former Tigard residents who went on to 
bigger things after moving away. 

“One of the early developers of Main 
Street, Henry Francis Bonesteele, built 
one of the fi rst brick buildings on Main 
Street. He went to Salem, where there are 
parks named after him. His son, who 
grew up in Tigard, was mayor of Salem in 
the 1950s. Another original pioneer in Ti-
gard eventually moved to Astoria and be-
came mayor there,” Garvey said. “A lot of 
people got their start in Tigard and went 
on to better things and we’ve lost track of 
them, but they very well could be some-
one’s ancestor here in town.”

The Local History Room is open Mon-
days and Wednesdays from 2 to 4 p.m., 
and by appointment throughout the 
week, Garvey said. 

“I can help with research and show you 
our resources,” he said. 

For more information about the Local 
History Room, call 503-718-2517.

been able to trace his family history back most cases ” Garvey said “Ou

Tigard 
Library’s Local 
History Room 
has many 
resources to 
research local 
genealogy.
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Visit our website www.pacifi cmedicalgroup.com

ONLINE SERVICES:
• Review Lab Results

• Prescription Refi ll Requests
• Schedule Routine Appointments

• Email Your Provider
• Pay Your Bill Online • Billing Questions

...we’ll take care

13200 SW Pacifi c Highway

Tigard, OR 97223

Medical Clinic: 503-598-2000

Physical Therapy: 503-598-2008

Mon - Fri 7:30am–7pm

Sat 9am–1pm

(Same day appts 

available)

503.596.2734
www.geniusaccountant.com

14050 SW Pacifi c Hwy. Ste. 104, Tigard
OTBP#B15764

TAXES made SIMPLE.
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• Flat rates – go to our website and see exactly what you’ll pay
• Tax preparation for individuals, small businesses, S-corps 

and non-profi ts
• Licensed tax consultants, IRS agents
• Full Service Tax & Accounting Services
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We Customize Everything To Meet Your Needs

503-639-8459    www.PortlandBadge.com

Badges - Promotional Items - Business Cards - Signs
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www.specialtyheating.com  | CCB#66578 |  503.620.5643

Connect w
ith 

the Community

Uncork New Possibilities

Leverage Your Im
pact

Build Credibility

M
arketing &

 Referrals
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TIGARD CHAMBER

TIGARD CHAMBER
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These businesses proudly support the 
Tigard Area Chamber of Commerce

For more info visit

www.tigardchamber.org
or call 503.639.1656

Tigard Chamber –
Your business multi-tool

• Cut costs for your business through Affi nity programs, member to member discounts, 
    member rates for events and advertising, chamber bucks and more

• Uncork potential and new possibilities for your business through free learning.  
   Young Professionals education breakfast, online business accelerator through partnership  
   with American Family insurance, and business tips in Leverage (bi weekly enews)

• Build relationships, visibility, and credibility through networking, referrals, and 
   chamber marketing opportunities online, in print, in social media and more!

• Leverage your impact through the Advocacy of the chamber on behalf of over 300+ 
   businesses with City, County and State government on issues that benefi t or impact 
   business.  Many voices, versus your one voice

• Connect with the community through community events such as our Tigard Area 
   Farmers Market, Tigard Shining Stars Community Awards Celebration, Tigard Tualatin Relay 
   for Life and more

Take Your Business to New Heights with the Tigard Chamber!
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By ERIC APALATEGUI
Pamplin Media Group

H
ere’s a tweak on an 
old joke — what if 
you were at a family 
dinner and a hockey 
game broke out?

Kendra Robin, now in her 
third year of hosting members 
of the Portland Winterhawks at 
her Cedar Mill home, can an-
swer that question better than 
most.

“You’ve got to be a little crazy 
to do this,” she said. “I’m a pret-
ty tough cookie. I can keep them 
in line.”

She and husband Phil aren’t 
exactly newbies to the hockey 
world, having grown up around 
Edmonton in Alberta, Canada. 
As a girl, her own family also 
hosted out-of-town hockey play-
ers as a home away from home, 
known as a billet.

Plus, the Robins already had 
younger boys of their own who 
played hockey on junior-level 
teams, the same level as the 
Winterhawks.

“I thought they would be good 
role models for our kids,” added 
Phil Robin, who also grew up 
playing the game.

The Robins started this sea-
son with two Winterhawks de-
fensemen from Minnesota, Nick 
Heid, 17, and Blake Heinrich, 20. 
They then added a third in Evan 
Weinger, also 17, and a forward 
from suburban Los Angeles. We-
inger started the season staying 
with an Aloha billet family but 
moved in with the Robins in part 
to be close to Sunset High 
School, where he attends classes 
with Heid and several other 
teammates.

Heinrich, a 2013 draft pick of 
the Washington Capitals, takes 
some college courses but largely 
focuses on hockey after missing 
his chance to play some pre-
season games in the National 
Hockey League due to a concus-
sion last year.

Adding those three young 
men doubled the number of 
“sons” in the Robins’ large 
home. Their own boys are Kyle, 

15; Bryce, 12; and Chase, who 
wanted it known that he would 
turn 10 in April. Kyle plays for 
the Varsity Winterhawks in ad-
dition to the junior team.

All Winterhawks players live 

in billets, and the high-school 
aged players are generally as-
signed to homes near Sunset 
and Milwaukie high schools 
where they attend classes.

Moving in with a billet family 

takes some adjustment, but the 
players appreciate being part of 
a larger family, especially one 
like the Robin household that 
comes with built-in younger 
brothers.

“It’s way better living with a 
family,” said Heinrich, who 
said he feels like an older 
brother for the first time in his 
life after growing up with an 
older sister in Cambridge, 
Minn., north of Minneapolis. 
“It’s good. I like it a lot. They 
definitely keep me busy.”

“I don’t miss home as much. I 
can easily distract myself with 
these guys,” Heid agreed. “I 
pretty much do everything with 
them.”

Even after hurting his shoul-
der and having season-ending 
surgery, Heid stuck it out in Bea-
verton rather than returning 
home to Fridley, Minn., outside 
Minneapolis.

“It makes things a lot more in-
teresting,” said Bryce Robin, 
whose friends “think it’s pretty 
cool, the ones that know, but I 
don’t go around telling people.”

“It’s pretty cool that we have 
more people to play knee hock-
ey with,” said his younger 
brother, Chase.

The Robins had two other 
players during their fi rst two 
seasons as a billet family and 
grew close to them.

“I had a very hard time when 
the last two left,” Kendra Robin 
said, sitting around the kitchen 
table with the players and her 
two youngest sons. “But you get 
over it because these guys 
moved in.”

She’s the mom fi gure who as-
signs chores and gave two of the 
players their fi rst lessons in 
laundry. But, when their busy 
family schedule allows, she’s al-
so there cheering with Port-
land’s famously supportive home 
crowd.

“They’re trying so hard out 
there,” she said. “I like that my 
kids get to see the focus and de-
termination they have.”

She celebrates the victories 
and mourns the injuries, just 
like the players’ own moms, 
while the players themselves try 
to make the diffi cult leap to the 
National Hockey League.

“I always say,” Kendra Robin 
said. “We don’t have dogs or 
cats. We have hockey players.”

HOME IS WHERE YOU FIND IT
for Winterhawks players

ABOVE: Portland 
Winterhawks’ Nick 
Heid, 17, Blake 
Heinrich, 20, and 
Evan Weinger, 17, play 
knee hockey with 
their host family. 
LEFT: LEFT: Kendra 
Robin has a hockey 
team of her own to 
manage with her 
family and members 
of the Winterhawks 
team at her Cedar 
Mill home. Pictured 
from left are Kyle 
Robin, 15, Phil 
Robin, Kendra 
Robin, Winterhawks 
defenseman Nick 
Heid, Chase Robin, 
9, Winterhawks 
defenseman Blake 
Heinrich, 20, Bryce 
Robin, 12, and 
Winterhawks forward 
Evan Weinger.

■ CEDAR MILL’S PHIL AND KENDRA ROBIN 
WELCOME WINTERHAWKS INTO THEIR HOME

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTO: JAIME VALDEZ
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The ‘making’ of a high-tech family

By JAMES HILL
For Pamplin Media Group

I
n Portland Community 
College’s MakerSpace 
lab, it takes a family of 
students, volunteers 
and faculty to create in-
genious technology that 

bring ideas to life.
The focus of MakerSpace, a 

creative lab at PCC’s Sylvania 
Campus (12000 S.W. 49th Ave.), 
is to break down stereotypes 
and boundaries by exposing 
students to topics and skills 
they might not have consid-
ered. Together, they have built 
a low-cost prosthetic limb, cre-
ated an aerospace project for a 
high-altitude balloon launch 
that could lead to a world re-
cord, produced a chemistry 
project that will allow students 
to manufacture Aerogel (the 
lightest human-made sub-
stance), and have started to 
make a 3D BioPrinter.

“These projects are all about 
getting students out of their 
comfort zone, being part of a 
project that needs cross disci-
plinary skills to complete, and 
teaching them how to interact 
with each other in a fun and 
professional manner,” said 
Reginald Holmes, an electron-
ics engineering instructor and 
MakerSpace coordinator.

PCC’s MakerSpace, thanks 
to funding by Intel Corp. and 
donations by other tech com-
panies, offers an opportunity 
for budding scientists, technol-
ogists, engineers, artists and 
mathematicians to collaborate. 
PCC’s primary lab is at the Syl-
vania Campus, but thanks to 
bond construction, Maker-
Space labs at PCC’s Rock 
Creek and Southeast campuses 
are in the works.

“Having a multitude of re-
sources at the fingertips of stu-
dents — that’s exciting,” said 
Janet Rash, Intel’s Northwest 
Region Community Engage-
ment Manager. “The Maker 
Movement has allowed compa-
nies like Intel to get more cre-
ative in how they try to attract 
interest in engineering and 
technology careers.”

Students use the lab’s donat-
ed 3D printers and scanners, 
CNC machines, lasers, vinyl 
cutters, sheet metal tools, plas-
tic injection molder and lone 
sewing machine to create their 
projects.

“In just six months of opera-
tion, the MakerSpace has 
grown from an engineering 
prototyping lab to an innova-
tion studio serving students, 
faculty and services all across 
campus,” said Gregg Meyer, a 
member of the electronics en-
gineering faculty. “I couldn’t 
be happier with this progres-
sion. Students are getting cool 
jobs as a direct result of their 
newly acquired maker skills, 
faculty members spanning sev-
eral departments have become 
friends outside of work, and 
design-for-good projects like 
hard drive crushers for e-cy-
cling, and human-powered wa-
tering pumps for our communi-
ty garden are starting to build 
steam.”

The movement at the college 
has caught the attention of 
high-profile visitors. Last fall, 
Congressman Earl Blumenauer 
visited MakerSpace to witness 
the lab’s innovation. He 
learned how computer science 
major Jordan Nickerson, who 
was born without a left hand, 
used MakerSpace to fabricate 
his own prosthetic limb that 
has moving fingers to better 

grip objects. Nickerson is now 
setting up a company to manu-
facture his model on 3D print-
ing machines for customers at 
a fraction of what normal pros-
thetics cost. 

Blumenauer also learned 
about how MakerSpace faculty 
have hosted workshops, includ-
ing a Wearable Tech Summer 

Camp for 14 westside Latinas. 
The camp explored the inter-
section of engineering, design 
and fashion to the high-school-
aged girls, showing them how 
STEM-related fields can be fun. 
One of the girls was Ariana Ri-
vera, who said she didn’t even 
know this type of technology 
and collaboration existed.

“To be able to see (the tech-
nology) here and how it actual-
ly works is really cool,” said 
Rivera, who attends Hillsboro’s 
Century High School. “I know I 
wanted to do something in the 
science field, but I wasn’t com-
pletely sure exactly what it 
would be. Having this camp 
has definitely sparked my in-
terest in this area.”

That fits perfectly with what 
Holmes is aiming to have stu-
dents get out of MakerSpace.

“The MakerSpace fills the 
role of the trusty, dusty family 
garage,” Holmes added. “This 
is a magical space that does 
nothing until it has been trans-
formed into a workshop. All of 
our friends at Intel, Autodesk 
and many other local compa-
nies come over because they 
get excited by the impact that 
this space has on the stu-
dents.”

To learn more about PCC’s 
MakerSpace movement visit:  
pcc.edu/makerspace.

■ PCC’S MAKER MOVEMENT IS SPAWNING 
A CLOSE-KNIT GROUP OF INSTRUCTORS 
AND STUDENTS WHO CREATE FUNCTIONAL 
TECHNOLOGY TOGETHER

ABOVE:  Ariana 
Rivera, right, of 
Century High 
School shows 
off a wearable 
tech hoodie with 
friends. LEFT: 
Students Eric 
Thomas (left) 
and Jordan 
Nickerson 
work together 
in the Maker 
Space lab.
PHOTOS COURTESY 
JORDAN NICKERSON

‘‘
In just six months of operation, the MakerSpace has grown from an engineering prototyping 
lab to an innovation studio serving students, faculty and services all across campus.”

—  GREGG MEYER, electronics engineering faculty
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Tigard-Tualatin Schools   

Model Schools 

 National Title 1 Distinguished 
School

Act 6 Scholarship Winners

K-12 reading and 
Response to Intervention pro-
grams are nationally recognized

Graduation rates state’s 
highest

Youth Senate Program

Tigard High Marching Band 3-time NW champion 
Tualatin High Future 

Business Leaders of America 4-time State Champions
Tigard High Tigerettes first place winners 

2014 Teacher Awards

 2014 Local Option Renewal

http://www.ttsdschools.org
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• Corrective Pruning
• Ornamental Pruning
• Fruit Tree Pruning
• Hedge Trimming
• Tree Removal
• Tree Cabling
• Stump Grinding
• Fertilization
• Consultation
• Arborist Reports
• Tree Appraisal & Tree 
   Casualty Loss Appraisal

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL. LICENSED AND INSURED.

503-636-7902
FREE ESTIMATES | 24 HOUR EMERGENCY WORK

www.mortontree.com
CCB#67428

TREE & LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE INC.
“Specializing in tree preservation since 1979”
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See
online

www.portlandtribune.com

Your Neighborhood Marketplace

503-620-SELL (7355)

Fresh New Classifeds
everyday - all day!
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A GLIMPSE INSIDE A FIRE HOUSE
SUBMITTED PHOTO: CHRISTINA LENT

TVF&R Capt. Troy Spisla (left to right), Apparatus Operator John Sconce, Firefi ghter Galen Hunt and Firefi ghter Grant Slagle work out of Station 35 in King City.

By CHRISTINA LENT
For Pamplin Media Group

T
heir 24-hour shift be-
gins at 7 a.m.

Some fi refi ghters 
arrive early to make 
sure they can fi t in a 

morning workout while others 
take that time to catch up with 
the crew coming off the previ-
ous shift. Both teams are on 

alert during this transition peri-
od and prepared to drop what-
ever they are doing at a mo-
ment’s notice to answer a ser-
vice call.

At every one of Tualatin Val-
ley Fire & Rescue’s 21 career 
and volunteer fi re stations, the 
fi rst order of business for crews 
reporting for duty is to check 
their rigs and stage their gear 
to make sure they are ready to 

roll when an emergency call 
comes through. 

At Station 35 in King City, the 
four-member team sits down at 
the table where it shares its 
meals and morning briefi ng. 
Each of them has a usual seat at 
the table.

“It’s exactly like any family,” 
notes Capt. Troy Spisla, who has 
been assigned to the King City 
station for 10 of his 16 years with 
the fi re district. “It’s the place 
everyone sits down, and the nor-
mal dynamics play out.”

As Spisla shuffles a deck of 
cards, he shares district an-
nouncements and outlines the 

schedule for the day. Once a 
hand of cards is dealt and the 
rules of the game are agreed 
upon, the crew plays two lively 
rounds of Rummy to determine 
who will cook lunch and dinner 
for the station. The one with 
the most points left in his hand 
at the end of each game must 
decide what is on the menu and 
prepare the meal later in the 
shift.

“This is our fi rst chance to sit 
and catch up with each other,” 
says fi refi ghter Grant Slagle, 
who has been with TVF&R 
since February 2014.

It’s a chance to take the pulse 

of the team and also talk about 
any district activities, training 
exercises or public education 
events they will participate in 
throughout the day. Of course, 
all those daily plans have to be 
fl exible because this close-knit 
group is at the mercy of any 
bells that may sound in the sta-
tion. They have to be ready to 
swiftly shift gears and respond 
to any emergency call.

In 2014, Tualatin Valley Fire & 
Rescue crews responded to 
36,133 incident calls in the dis-
trict’s 210-square-mile service 
area. Of those, 65 percent were 
for medical concerns, 29 percent 

■ TVF&R CREWS SHARE A TIGHT 
BOND WHILE ANSWERING THE CALL
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Beaverton 
Clinic

Serving the Beaverton Community for more than 20 years
Hindi and Punjabi speaking providers available

4510 SW Hall Blvd, Beaverton, OR 97005
Phone: 503-644-1171

Tigard 
Clinic • Review Lab Results

• Prescription Refi ll Requests
• Schedule Routine Appointments
• Email Your Provider
• Pay Your Bill Online
• Billing Questions

13200 SW Pacifi c Hwy, Tigard, OR 97223
Medical Clinic: 503-598-2000

Physical Therapy: 503-598-2008

ONLINE SERVICES

pacifi cmedicalgroup.com

TWO CONVENIENT WESTSIDE LOCATIONS:

Serving the Tigard Community 
 for more than 35 years

Providing quality healthcare for you 
and all members of your family –

from newborns to seniors.

• Medical Imaging
• Laboratory Services
• Bone Densitometry
• Echocardiography
• Physical Therapy at Tigard Clinic
• Department of Transportation Physicals
• Same Day Appointments for your 

immediate care needs

Most insurances accepted, including 
Worker’s Compensation and MVA.

In addition to all aspects of Primary Care, 
we offer:

...we’ll take care

Visit our website for more information
www.pacifi cmedicalgroup.com

Monday – Friday 7:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

were public assistance calls, 3 percent 
were for fi res and the remaining 3 per-
cent involved hazardous materials. 

In order to provide the high level of 
service the community has come to ex-
pect from TVF&R, crews continuously 
train and participate in a variety of drills 
to ensure they are prepared to carry out 

whatever is required. 
When the crew isn’t responding to a 

call or participating in a training exer-
cise, members of the team carve out time 
to exercise to meet the physical demands 
of the job.

Much like families in the communities 
they serve, they also have chores around 

the station. Based on the day of the week, 
each shift is responsible for a list of tasks 
from checking, cleaning and maintaining 
all apparatus to deep cleaning different 
rooms within the fi re house to scrubbing 
windows and bathrooms and tackling 
yard work.

“We try to be good neighbors and are 
always mindful that the station is part of 
the community,” Spisla says. “Just like 
we try to shield neighbors from noise, we 
keep the station and grounds looking 
nice.”

During each shift, the crew also makes 
a trip to the grocery store to purchase 
food for the day. Each person chips in to 
cover the cost and contribute to a house 
fund to buy supplies for the station. De-
pending on the day and the number of in-
cidents they get called out on, it’s not un-
common for their trip to the store to be 
cut short by dispatch, requiring them to 
make a second or third trip to complete 
their shopping. 

“We do everything as a group,” Spisla 
says. “Everything we do builds relation-
ships and trust within the team.

“When we are on an emergency inci-
dent, we know we can count on one an-
other to get the job done, do what is 
needed and make sure that everyone 
goes home at the end of the shift to their 
family. There’s a purpose to everything 
we do.”

It’s all a form of team building, adds 
Apparatus Operator John Sconce, who 
has worked out of Station 35 for seven 
out of his 10 years as a career fi refi ghter 

with the district. Prior to that, he volun-
teered with TVF&R and served as a med-
ic in the U.S. Army.

“Firefi ghters have a tight bond,” 
Sconce says. “We care about each other. 
We’re a family.”

“A third of your life is spent in the fi re 
house,” adds Firefi ghter Galen Hunt, 
who has been with TVF&R since Febru-
ary 2014 and is a second-generation fi re-
fi ghter. “We spend a signifi cant amount 
of time with each other and get to know 
each other more intimately than you 
would in other careers.”

In addition to sharing meals, sleeping 
under the same roof and working under 
high-stress situations when lives hang in 
the balance, fi refi ghters share a common 
bond.

“We all want to help people,” Sconce 
says.

“That’s why we all get into this ca-
reer,” adds Slagle. “We want to make a 
difference in our community. When 
you’re young, you want to do something 
to make an impact in the world. This is 
the way we do that.”

Around the table, every head nods in 
agreement.

“Every day is different,” Spisla says. 
“Every call gives us a chance to help 
someone.”

And when the crew is working in uni-
son to save someone’s life or property, 
fi refi ghters can rely on one another, 
Hunt says. 

“We know that every person here is 
willing to step up to the line.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO: CHRISTINA LENT

TVF&R Firefi ghter Galen Hunt mixes up the ingredients for calzone dough as Capt. Troy Spisla 
and Firefi ghter Grant Slagle help prep vegetables for Station 35’s evening meal. It’s tradition 
for the crew to eat lunch and dinner together.
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Dale A. Kuhn
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Five Star Professional Real 
Estate Agent since 2010. 
Diamond/Platinum Member 
Master’s Circle since 2000

Malcolm Kuhn
Broker

503-319-4333

www.dalekuhn.com

dalek@johnlscott.com
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Rasmussen

B R O K E R

Office: 503-626-4600
Direct: 503-495-4997
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of aging parents?

Call on Patti today for 
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503-656-0323 21420 Willamette Dr.
www.westlakepropertiesonline.com

Molly Macom
Principal Broker
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Call 503-502-3330 for Our Seniors Listing Discount

Team Beltran Caters to Your 
Every Real Estate Need

Beltrán
P R O P E R T I E S

All featured listings:   www.BeltranPropertiesPDX.com     |      www.WilsonvilleHomeValues.com 

17700 SW Upper  Boones Ferr y  Road,  Suite  100

Por t land,  OR 97224  |   O f f ice  503.597.2444

H a b l o  E s p a ñ o l (503) 502-3330

29100 SW Town Center Loop W., Suite 100  
Wilsonville, OR 97070
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To subscribe or advertise in any of our newspapers 
please call 503-684-0360.

The Pamplin Media Group’s 24 newspapers offer more original, 
local news from more places than any other news source in Oregon. 
For the most comprehensive news of YOUR community, visit 
portlandtribune.com and click on the link to your town. There you 
will fi nd local news, sports, features and more — all of it coming 
directly from your community to you, 24/7.
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Are you ready for a Realtor® 
who will work for you?

RE/MAX EQUITY GROUP

REAL ESTATE BROKER
503-502-5227 DIRECT

503-495-5300 FAX

LINDAHEINRICHS@REMAX.NET
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PAT BANGERTER, PC
PRINCIPAL BROKER,
THE HASSON COMPANY

AWARD WINNING SERVICE 
FROM START TO FINISH!
FINDING YOU THE RIGHT HOME

MARKETING YOUR HOME WITH CARE
GETTING THE JOB DONE!

• HASSON TOP PRODUCER
•  DIAMOND-PLATINUM           

MEMBER MASTER’S CIRCLE
• 5 STAR PROFESSIONAL

503.803.6269
BANGERTERP@HASSON.COM

PATBANGERTER.COM
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Steve Kaer
Principal Broker

Coldwell Banker #1
Sales Team in Oregon

Proud Sponsor of Community Events

Direct: 503.699.3980
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Renee Brewer
Opening Doors -

Realizing Dreams

503-327-9071 Direct
Renee@ReneeBrewer.com

With every transaction I will 
donate $100 in your name to 
FARMERS ENDING HUNGER. 

Lisa L. Hamilton
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES
Principal Broker / Owner
Real Estate Consultant
Two Decades of Personal,
Professional Real Estate Service

503.579.1203 (offi ce)
503.970.0076 (cell/text)
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(503) 318-7585
willettl@hasson.com
www.lisawillett.hasson.com

LISA WILLETT, Broker

“Working for your Satisfaction”
It’s not just a slogan, it’s the way I do business.

Serving the entire South Metro Area of Portland to include: 
Wilsonville, Lake Oswego, West Linn, Tualatin, Tigard & Sherwood.
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“Working and 
     living in your 
        community”

2013, 2014 & 2015 Five Star Professional Real Estate Agent
Diamond-Platinum Member of Masters Circle

Trish Banning
REAL ESTATE BROKER

503-534-1591 direct
503-720-0787 cell
trishb@hasson.com

www.trishbanning.com
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∙ 2014 Top Producer
∙ Portland Metropolitan Association
 of Realtors
∙ Masters Circle Broker of the Year 2007

15400 SW Boones Ferry Road, Lake Oswego, 97035

Cell: 503-789-1525
Direct: 503-534-1516
kiesm@hasson.com
www.kiestohome.com
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Growing both family and produce

By GAIL PARK
Pamplin Media Group

F
or most residents of South-
east Washington County, 
Baggentos Farms has been 
a fi xture among Sherwood’s 
rolling hills for almost as 
long as the rolling hills 
themselves.

The Baggenstos family has been farm-
ing the area since 1919, and while other 
area farms have been swept away over 
time by housing developments, the Bag-
genstos family and its farm have perse-
vered.

Indeed, with so many America’s family 
farms subsumed by corporate farming, 
Baggentos Farms has remained, and re-
mained almost uniquely family focused 
over the long term.

Indeed, all members of the Baggenstos 
clan are essential in carrying out the de-
mands of farming in today’s market. Built 
upon the foundation set by the family’s 
original settler — the late Joe Baggenstos 
— the family now includes Joe’s son and 
his wife, their twin sons and their wives 
and four children.

That 10-member family remains what it 
has been for years, the backbone of local-
ly grown produce. With 115 acres of its 
own property and some 85 additional 
acres of leased property, the family works 
the land day in and day out, performing 
many of farm’s operations itself. Natural-
ly, Baggenstos family members have cul-
tivated more than just produce — they’ve 
also cultivated other families to help 
them, some that have been part of this 
business family for 30 years.

At 84, Edward Baggenstos is the fami-
ly’s most experienced farmer. As a youth, 
he worked the crops alongside his father 
and two brothers. He and his wife of 59 
years, Carol, had twin boys back in 1964, 
and those twins — Gerry and Jim — have 
long contributed to farming the fertile 
landscape that is the family farm. Togeth-
er, the twins learned from their pop how 
to sow seeds, work hard, rotate crops, 
watch weather patterns and keep up with 
the farm’s daily demands. 

Tigard natives Jacquie and Darla mar-
ried the brothers, in 1989 and 1990 respec-
tively, and each family has two children; 
they still live close to the farm’s retail 
center that also serves as the center of 
their lives.

Girls Tanna, Hailey and Alexa are 
young and still fi guring out what career 
paths they will travel. Gerry and Jac-
quie’s son Tyler is attending Oregon 
State University and learning new farm-
ing practices and business techniques he 
may eventually put into play at his fami-
ly’s farm. Tyler, now 20, is majoring in 
Agricultural Business Management/Crop 
with a Soil Sciences minor.

The OSU sophomore wants to work 
with and be with his family, driven by 
his desire to see the family farm remain 
a part of the community. It’s not only a 
part of his past, but also where he sees 
his future. 

“I’d hate to see no one continue it after 
all the hard work of my great grandpar-
ents, grandparents, dad and uncle Jim,” 
he said. “I want to work with my dad.”

Knowledge passed down through the 
generations has its advantages. Baggen-
stos Farms requires the participation of 
the entire family, and each member has 
particular duties. Farming is the glue 
that binds this tightly knit group, and 
their fi nancial security depends 100 per-
cent on the land. 

“We all know our roles,” Gerry said. 
“And we stay out of each others’ way.”

“We need everybody to work hard to 
be successful,” added Jacquie. “The 
work comes naturally. The kids see how 
they can pitch in. It’s a natural progres-

sion, rather than us making decisions. ... 
It takes every last one of us, June 
through October and December, to man-
age this farm.”

Edward, the family patriarch, still 
works every day, weather permitting.

Over recent years, as the amount of 
customers has increased, so has the 
workload. Originally, Edward believed 
that adding a retail center was risky and 
that it took the business in the wrong di-
rection. For decades, the family relied on 
wholesale demands for potatoes and 
wheat as the primary drivers of its busi-
ness. That part of the business contin-
ues, but even Edward admits that he was 
proven wrong over time about the retail 
center. 

“Inviting people onto the farm 
changed everything,” Edward said. “U-
pick really helped give the public access 
to farm-fresh produce.”

People come to the farm on Roy Rog-
ers Road as a family excursion. Its bright 
green fi elds, fresh air and hand-harvest-
ed fruit and vegetables lure crowds each 
spring and summer.

“Improved high-tech equipment, seeds 
and chemicals have made farming less 
labor intensive, increasing our abun-
dance of produce,” Jim said.

Jacquie and Darla pay attention to 
customer requests, resulting in a greater 
number of berry varieties being planted 

and harvested throughout the growing 
season. And the introduction of fall har-
vest festivities has begun to include 
more and more U-pick crops. Acres of 
pumpkins dot the landscape in October, 
and hay rides and an elaborate corn 
maze have become annual affairs. 

Despite the many steps forward that 
Baggenstos Farms has made over the 
years, there are still many outside pres-
sures on the family. While Sherwood is 
not within the urban growth boundary, 
there are rows and rows of homes loom-
ing like a photo frame in the distance. 

“In order to keep farming, with devel-
opments increasingly coming closer and 
closer to us, we need to be continually 
attentive to our growth and profi ts,” Ed-
ward said. “Our future is measured by 
the farm store.”

As with most business dreams, invest-
ing in planning and hard work fuels suc-
cess. 

“Sometimes it feels like we work 100 
hours a day,” states Jacquie. But “it’s 
paying off for this family.”

Times have greatly changed since Ed-
ward’s parents immigrated through Ellis 
Island from their Switzerland cattle 
farm. The horse and buggy that brought 
them to Oregon are long gone. The 
hopes and dreams that lured them west, 
however, continue today among their de-
scendants. 

■ A FARMING FAMILY, 
THE BAGGENSTOS 
HAVE BEEN PART 
OF THE AREA FOR 
ALMOST 100 YEARS

Pictured with the farm’s tractor 
are Hailey (in the seat) and Tanna, 

while standing (left to right) are 
Darla, Jim, Carol, Edward, Gerry 

and Jacquie Baggenstos.
PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTO: GAIL PARK
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Anniversary
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Sale!Sale!

                                                              M-Sat 10-7, Sun 11-6
8542 SW Apple Way • Portland, OR 97225

503.292.7945 • www.worldofwetpets.com

"Healthy grub for the pets you love!"
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LOCATION:
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• $25 OFF First Exam
       For New Clients
• FREE first exam
   for animals adopted from a
   shelter & AKC registered puppies

Join our Pet Food ClubJoin our Pet Food Club
and receive 10% of priceand receive 10% of price

as credit toward medical services.as credit toward medical services.
Our clinic team  Robert Merrill, DVM,

Courtney Woodside, DVM, CVA & Leticia Wustenberg, DVM
Mark Schlimgen, DMV
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JACKSONS LIVE ‘FAMILY’ EVERY DAY
By MILES VANCE
Pamplin Media Group

W
hat defi nes the word 
“family?”

Oh sure. We can look 
in a dictionary to see 
stuff like this: “A basic 

social unit consisting of parents and 
their children, considered as a group, 
whether dwelling together or not.”

Beyond that follow a dozen or more 
variations on the word and its numerous 
meanings and intonations.

But for Beaverton’s Jackson family, all 
those defi nitions seem to fall short. 

Charles and Royale Jackson, married 
now for 18 years, know that their defi ni-
tion of family is a bit bigger than just 
who gave birth to who and who lives 
with who.

For the Jacksons, family is about those 
things, yes, but it’s also about love, com-
mitment, care and mission.

“Family brings you back to knowing 
that it’s not just about you, and it’s not 
just about blood,” Royale Jackson said. 
“For us, family is about who you choose 
to love in your life.”

And fortunately for a lot of people, the 
Jacksons have found a number of impor-
tant people in their lives to love.

The Jackson family currently in-
cludes: Charles, 40, a husband and fa-
ther who works as a finan-
cial case manager in the 
medical field; Royale, 40, a 
wife and mother who 
teaches at Emmaus Chris-
tian School in Cornelius; 
adopted son Nick, 17 and a 
junior at Beaverton High 
School; daughter Hope, 13 
and an eighth grader at 
Emmaus; adopted son Mar-
cus, 8 and a second grader 
at Emmaus; foster daugh-
ter Erin, 20, who now lives 
on her own with her own 
two kids, ages 6 and 9; and 
up until the end of March, 
Jun Ito, 20 and a foreign 
exchange student from Ni-
igata City, located north-
west of Tokyo on the Sea of Japan. Ito is 
working on his pre-veterinary studies 
as well as his English proficiency.

Japan, it turns out, plays a key role in 
the unique shape and workings of the 
Jackson family. Indeed, it turns out to 

be the place that Charles — who grew 
up in eastern New Jersey near Philadel-
phia — and his eventual wife, herself a 
native of West Linn, first lived together 
after getting married.

But getting there, both lit-
erally and fi guratively, took a 
bit of doing for both Jack-
sons. 

For Charles, the journey to 
Japan came about this way. 
Growing up in New Jersey, he 
initially planned on joining 
the Naval Academy, but as he 
grew up, he grew close to an 
older couple in his neighbor-
hood who pastored a church 
in Tsukuba, Japan.

He made his fi rst trip to Ja-
pan with that couple at age 
16, loved his time there and 
decided he wanted to go 
back. Later, during his col-
lege career at Furman Uni-
versity — he graduated from 

Furman with a degree in Japanese — he 
got his chance, returning to Japan when 
he went on a foreign study to Osaka.

Royale, meanwhile, dates her fascina-
tion with Japan to age 12, when she met 
a Japanese girl at summer camp. While 

her summer camp friend spoke no Eng-
lish, the two still found ways to commu-
nicate and have fun together, and upon 
her return home, Royale told her moth-
er “I’m going to go to Japan and my 
mom said ‘OK.’ That’s the way I am — 
when I make up my mind about some-
thing, look out.”

She fi nally made her long-anticipated 
journey east thanks to a Rotarian schol-
arship that she received during her col-
lege years at Pacifi c University. She was 
able to continue her education as the on-
ly American at a Catholic school in Ni-
igata City (a bustling city of 800,000) 
where she became fl uent in Japanese in 
just three months.

Charles and Royale met later in Osa-
ka, eventually got engaged, fl ew back to 
Oregon for their wedding, then returned 
to Japan where Royale had been hired 
by the national department of education 
to teach English in Ojiya (population 
40,000) at its 4-5 junior high schools.

Their family’s Japanese roots help ex-
plain part of the interesting extension 
they’ve built onto their family tree. Since 
both are fl uent in Japanese, they have 
long hosted Japanese exchange students 
through Royale’s business NOES — the 
Niigata-Oregon Exchange Society. In to-

tal, the Jacksons have hosted some 20 
students at their home over the course 
of their marriage, with stays usually 
measuring from three months to two 
years.

Her business offers Japanese stu-
dents the chance to come to the United 
States and learn English more inexpen-
sively than some other programs, and 
also helps expand the Jackson family 
tree a bit.

But the Jacksons’ commitment to fam-
ily goes well beyond just home stays for 
foreign exchange students. Following up 
on a long-term commitment by Royale’s 
mother — she fostered some 400 chil-
dren (many of them medically fragile) in 
her home as Royale grew up — the Jack-
sons have done their small part to make 
the world more family friendly, too.

First came Nick, who had lived as a 
foster child with Royale’s mom since the 
age of 3 months.

“We just loved him,” Royale said of 
Nick. “He was 10 months old when we 
met him and 14 months when the adop-
tion was fi nal.”

Daughter Erin followed soon after as a 
foster child in the Jackson household, 
beginning when she was 11, and even 
though she came and went a couple 

■ THE FAMILY HAS 
ADOPTED THREE AND 
FOSTERED EVEN MORE

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTOS: MILES VANCE

The Jackson family, including (from left) foreign exchange student Jun Ito, son Nick, father Charles, son Marcus, mother Royale and daughter 
Hope, make family in all its iterations important.

“Family brings 
you back to 
knowing that 
it’s not just 
about you, and 
it’s not just 
about blood. 
For us, family is 
about who you 
choose to love 
in your life.”

— ROYALE JACKSON
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times as a youngster, she’s known as 
“the foster child who never left.” While 
never formally adopted by the Jacksons, 
Erin is a member of the family in every 
way that can’t be confi rmed by a blood 
test or legal papers.

Daughter Hope — the Jacksons’ lone 
biological child (she describes herself as 

her parents’ “good egg”) — was born 
two years later on Erin’s 13th birthday 
and sometimes babysits for Erin’s two 
boys.

Son Marcus was the latest addition to 
the Jackson family, adopted back in Jan-
uary of 2013 after Charles and Royale 
were approached about him by a fellow 

member of their church, Beaverton’s 
Southwest Hills Baptist Church.

Each of their family additions have 
come from intentional, faith-based choic-
es, with Marcus’ arrival following right 
on the heels of a miscarriage by Royale.

“We’ve never gone to an adoption 
agency,” Royale said. “Each time, God 
brought them to us,”

“We met them and we knew they were 
for us,” added Charles, a former youth 
pastor who teams with Royale to teach 
adult education classes at Southwest 
Hills. “We always planned on adopting, 
and after we met both our sons, we de-
cided to adopt them.”

Beyond their commitment to family in 
its many iterations, the Jacksons have 

extended their hands even further into 
the world, fostering greyhounds in their 
home to acclimate them to people, save 
them from destruction and set the table 
for them to fi nd permanent homes.

While the dogs are more of a fun com-
mitment, they shine a light on the giving 
nature of the Jackson family as a whole.

“What’s kept us together is our like-
mindedness,” Royale said. “As human 
beings, we know that our lives aren’t 
just about us.”

“The purpose of the family — we talk 
about that a lot at church,” Charles said. 
“I’ve heard it said that family matures 
men, nurtures children and protects 
women — family, marriage and kids ma-
ture people.”
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P• Variety of Bark Dust
• Garden Mulch 
• Mushroom Compost

Yard Debris Recycling Center, 18850 SW Cipole Rd, Tualatin 97062

503-636-3623 www.GrimmsFuel.com

Grimm’s Fuel Co.

You pick up or We deliver and blow!pick up or We deliver and blow!You pick up ooY pick up or We deliver and bu ick up or We deliver and blk up or We deliver and blow!i k W d liY Wpick up or We deliver and blow!You or We deliver and bloo i k W d li
Garden CompostGarden Compost

Nick Jackson has a real love of basketball, a love he shares with both his younger brother Marcus and 
his father Charles. 
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By KATHY KWONG
For Pamplin Media Group

M
ike Schlabach said 
his wife, Jodi 
Rathbun, asked a 
really smart ques-
tion before they 

opened up their home to a home-
less student from Beaverton.

At the time, 16-year-old “Man-
ny” (he asked that his complete 
name not be used), a Beaverton 
high school student, had been 
living with a family friend, sleep-
ing on the fl oor of the son’s bed-
room and paying what he could 
with his part-time job at Burger 
King. When work coupled with 
school became too much, he 
quit. Manny couldn’t pay and 
had to leave.

Now, with no fami-
ly or relatives near-
by and on the brink 
of eviction, Manny 
turned to teachers 
and counselors at 
his high school who 
connected him to the 
Second Home pro-
gram. The non-profi t 
organization works 
with the Beaverton 
School District to 
place homeless 
youth with volunteer 
home-providers, giving students 
a place to live while they fi nish 
their high school education.

The program has a very struc-
tured background check and ap-
plication process that requires 
both student and home-provider 
to meet with a facilitator and dis-
cuss contract agreements, guide-
lines, expectations, and any oth-
er questions or concerns before a 
student is placed with a family.

During their meeting with the 
facilitator, Rathbun asked Man-

ny “if he just wanted a room to 
stay in, or if he was wanting 
more of a family life.” He pon-
dered the question for a minute, 
and then, to Rathbun’s relief, he 
responded that he needed more 
of a family life.

“That put us in a different po-
sition (besides) just being a roof. 
It was fi lling a need on both 
ends,” said Schlabach.

At Manny’s request, the school 
then contacted Rathbun to dis-
cuss grades, records and not his 
father who is currently living in 
another state.

“The program isn’t just adver-
tised to all the kids at school,” 
said Rathbun. Teachers and 
counselors are informed about 
the program and refer those in 

need to organizations 
such as Second 
Home.

“With Mike being a 
teacher, you really 
get a different per-
spective. Teachers re-
ally get to know the 
kids in their class. 
They get to know 
who the good kids 
are.”

Armed with that 
information, the cou-
ple took a chance. 
They allowed Manny 

into their home even before his 
background check cleared.

There were challenges, 
though. English was not Manny’s 
fi rst language, and in the begin-
ning, it was diffi cult for both the 
student and family. Since then, 
however it has worked out for 
Manny, Rathbun, Schlabach and 
the couple’s 8-year-old daughter 
Mary, who attends a Spanish im-
mersion charter school.

It has been two years since 
that risk-taking day. Manny is 

now a high school senior lean-
ing toward a career in teaching 
and politics. He works at the Or-
egon Zoo, and also plays football 
and rugby. He has tested out of 
ESL and volunteers at Rathbun’s 
and Schlabach’s daughter’s 
school.

“He works very well with 
children and she really looks at 
him as her big brother,” said 
Rathbun.

When Manny first arrived at 
the Beaverton couple’s home, 
he had dreams of being a cook. 
Asked if he had interest in at-
tending culinary school, he 
couldn’t even distinguish the 
difference between a chef and 
a cook.

College was obviousy not on 
Manny’s bucket list. Indeed, 
prior to living with Rathbun 

and Schlabach, high school 
wasn’t even much of a priority. 
Teachers told the couple that 
Manny showed up when he 
wanted and his attendance was 
very inconsistent.

“Now, getting up and getting 
ready for school have become 
more important for him,” said 
Rathbun. 

Rathbun said one of the chal-
lenges for them was getting 
“plopped into teenager status” 
as parents.

“We don’t have teens, so we 
had to turn to our friends with 
teens and ask them if some 
things were normal.”

For his part, Manny was used 
to living a very independent 
lifestyle. 

“Even when he was in Mexico, 
he did what he wanted, when he 

wanted,” said Schlabach.
Despite the bumps in the road 

they’ve traveled together, the 
couple is happy to have provided 
a safe and stable family environ-
ment for Manny. They talk to 
him about college and help him 
with taxes and fi nances.

“All these were things that no-
body was going to care if he did 
or not ...  (he) had to consistently 
worry about where food was 
coming from and whether there 
was a roof over his head,” said 
Rathbun.

 “These are good kids. Kids 
who are put in a circumstance 
they have no control over and 
they just deserve a chance.”

For more information on the 
Second Home program, please 
visit emoregon.org/second-
home.php.

Giving a home 
to make a 

FAMILY
■ A BEAVERTON COUPLE OPENS 
THEIR HOME TO A HOMELESS TEEN

ABOVE: Host 
parent Mike 
Schlabach and his 
daughter Mary 
play the piano.

LEFT: Jodi 
Rathbun, 
daughter Mary 
and Mike 
Schlabach have 
opened their 
home through the 
Second Home 
program.
PAMPLIN MEDIA
GROUP PHOTOS:
JONATHAN HOUSE

“We don’t 
have teens, so 
we had to turn 
to our friends 
with teens and 
ask them if 
some things 
were normal.”

— JODI RATHBUN
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63
YEARS

OAK TREE INSURANCE
5335 Meadows Rd., Suite 101
Lake Oswego • 503-635-3303
www.oaktreeinsurance.com
Partnering with our clients and the community 
for more than 60 years.

53
YEARS

Metro West Realty
18963 SW 84th Ave.
Tualatin, OR • 503-692-3050
metro-westrealty.com
EXPERIENCE • INTEGRITY

HISTORY

65
YEARS

Reser’s Fine Foods, Inc.
15570 SW Jenkins Road
Beaverton, OR 97006
http://www.resers.com

52
YEARS

Crown Carpets
12230 SW Main St Tigard, OR
503-684-1989
http://www.crowncarpets.com/
We want to make you
feel like royalty!

62
YEARS

Beaverton Chamber of 
Commerce
12600 SW Crescent St., Ste. 160
Beaverton • 503-644-0123
www.beaverton.org

94
YEARS

Beaverton Valley Times
Beaverton • 503-684-0360
www.beavertonvalleytimes.com

Beaverton’s local 
community newspaper

50
YEARS

Clark Lumber True Value
8460 SW Nyberg Road
Tualatin, OR
503.692.0200
www.truevalue.com/clarklumber

55
YEARS

Tigard Cleaners
Darbie and Corey
12519 SW Main St.
Tigard, OR 97223
503-639-2000

78
YEARS

Heitzman
Body & Paint Inc.
11800 SW Bvtn-Hillsdale Hwy
Beaverton 
503-646-5181
www.heitzmanbodyandpaint.com

50
YEARS

Julie’s Travel Desk
525 First Street
Lake Oswego • 503-636-5684
www.juliestravel.com
Let us help you navigate the world.

60
YEARS

Tigard Chamber
of Commerce
12345 SW Main St., Tigard
503-639-1656
http://www.tigardchamber.org/
Where Business Soars!

86
YEARS

Grimm’s Fuel
18850 SW Cipole Road
Tualatin • 503-636-3623
www.GrimmsFuel.com
Bark dust & mulch; pick up or delivery

85
YEARS

PARR Lumber
The Decking-Fencing experts-
family owned since 1930 
Visit www.parr.com for 
locations
1-866-214-7277

163
YEARS

Crescent Grove 
Cemetery & Mausoleum
9925 SW Greenburg Rd.
Tigard • 503.639.5347
“Serving the southwest community 
for over 163 years.”
www.crescentgrovecemetery.com

52
YEARS

Koeber’s Interiors 
6710 SW 111th
Beaverton, Oregon 97008
503-641-1901
www.koebers.com
CCB# 36566

51
YEARS

Westover Inns
210 N. State Street
Lake Oswego 
1-800-215-6431
www.westoverinns.com

96
YEARS

Kuhnhausen’s Furniture 
2640 East Burnside St.
Portland, Oregon 97214
503-234-6638
www.kuhnhausensfurniture.com
Family Owned & Operated Since 1919

HONOR ROLL
of   LOCAL BUSINESS

Through the years, our community is measured by the 
number of local businesses we keep!

59
YEARS

The Times
Serving Tigard, Tualatin & 
Sherwood
Portland • 503-684-0360
www.tigardtimes.com
www.tualatintimes.com
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35
YEARS

Landmark Ford Lincoln
12000 SW 66th Ave.
I-5 at Haines St. Exit
Tigard, OR • 888-450-1206
www.landmarkford.com

38
YEARS

Dyke Vandenburgh
Jewelers
27 A Avenue
Lake Oswego • 503-636-4025
www.vandenburghjewelers.com
Fine custom and designer jewelry

33
YEARS

Glazer, Maurer & 
Peterson. P.C.
4500 Kruse Way, Suite 390
Lake Oswego • 503-635-8801
www.gmplawyers.com
Personal injury, divorce & insurance claims

29
YEARS

Ron Tonkin Acura
9655 SW Canyon Rd.  
Portland, OR  97225
503-292-0662
rontonkinacura.com
23-time Acura “Dealership of Distinction” award winner

29
YEARS

Molly Macom 
Principal Broker/Owner 
Westlake Properties
21420 Willamette Dr.
West Linn, OR 97068
www.westlakepropertiesonline.com
503-656-0323 / 503-807-8317

29
YEARS

Lady Di’s British Store
& Tea Room
430 Second Street
Lake Oswego  •  503-635-7298
Come for tea and experience
British charm at its best!

35
YEARS

Pacifi c West Roofi ng, LLC
503-635-8706
www.Pacifi cWestRoofi ng.com
Specializing in residential and 
commercial roofi ng of all types

30
YEARS

Western Pet Supply
Your Source for Premium Foods, 
Supplies and Service.
6908 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy
Portland, OR  97225
503-297-6644
www.westernpetsupplyinc.com

30
YEARS

Specialty Heating & 
Cooling
Tigard, OR 97223  503-620-5643
www.specialtyheating.com
“We’re not comfortable until you are”

CCB66578

29
YEARS

Focus On Travel
14335 SW Allen Blvd, Ste. 100
Beaverton • 503-646-3700
www.focusontravel.com
travel@focusontravel.com

43
YEARS

Davidson’s Casual Dining
“Where even the Root Beer 
is Homemade!”
12830 SW Pacifi c Hwy.
Tigard, OR 97223
503-639-5111

38
YEARS

Pacifi c Medical Group 
Tigard Family Practice
13200 SW Pacifi c Highway
Tigard • 503-598-2000
Online services available 
www.pacifi cmedicalgroup.com

39
YEARS

Tigard Chiropractic Clinic
Dr. Terrance Erdman
12405 SW Main St.
Tigard, OR 97223
503-620-4880
tigardchiropracticclinic.com
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46
YEARS

Lake Music
15560 Boones Ferry Road,
Lake Oswego
503-636-3666
www.lakemusicoregon.com
Music lessons, instruments, and acces-
sories, for all ages and skill levels.

41
YEARS

The CI Bar & Grill
18786 SW Boones Ferry Rd.
Tualatin, OR 97062
503-692-2765 29

YEARS

The Parkway 
Veterinary Hospital
Proud members of Animal 
Care Group of LO
3996 Douglas Way, Lake Oswego
503-636-2102 • www.acglo.com

28
YEARS

Sharon Loffelmacher
Principal Broker
Hasson Company Realtors®
15400 Boones Ferry Rd.
Lake Oswego, OR 97035
503-781-2696 
LoffelmacherS@Hasson.com

31
YEARS

GTM Construction
503-635-2059
www.gtmconstruction.com
ccb#55557
3D & CAD Design, Build, & 
Remodel, Creative Solutions

34
YEARS

Sneeds Carpets
and Interiors
10115 SW Hall Blvd,
Tigard, OR 97223
(503) 245-7500
http://sneedsinteriors.com/

35
YEARS

Bannings 
Restaurant & Pie House
11477 SW Pacifi c Hwy.
Tigard • 503-244-2558
www.banningsrestaurant.com
Open 24 Hours

HONOR ROLL
of  LOCAL BUSINESS

Through the 
years, our 
community is 
measured
by the number of 
local businesses 
we keep!

49
YEARS

Tom’s Pancake House
“Beaverton’s Favorite for 
Almost 50 Years!”
12925 SW Canyon Road
Beaverton, OR 97005
503-646-2688
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21
YEARS

Deana Doney, Broker
ABR, CRS, CSP, GRI, SRES
RE/MAX equity group
Offi ce: 503-495-5214
Cell: 503-539-5972

11
YEARS

Beaverton Signs
3899 SW Hall Blvd.
Beaverton, OR 97005
503.672.9037
www.beavertonsigns.com
mike@beavertonsigns.com

12
YEARS

Beaverton Round 
Executive Suites
12725 SW Millikan Way, Suite 300
Beaverton, OR 97005
503.906.7800
www.beaverton-esuites.com

6
YEARS

IM=X Pilates
Lake Oswego
436 First Street
Lake Oswego 503-908-0024
www.imxpilatespdx.com
Feel the IM=X Difference for Free!

19
YEARS

The Book Corner
12470 SW Fifth St.
Beaverton 503 643 5188
bookcornerbeaverton.org
New Friends of the Beaverton 
City Library Used Bookstore

18
YEARS

Lake Oswego Vision Clinic
15480 Boones Ferry Road
Lake Oswego
503-635-1458
www.LakeOswegoVision.com
Our Vision is in Your Eyes

19
YEARS

ROBERT A. DARKE, DDS
Hidden Springs Family Dentistry
19353 Willamette Drive
West Linn, OR 97068
503-699-5900 • www.drdarke.com
Modern dentistry in a caring, comfortable environment

16
YEARS

Cheryl Evans, Broker
Better Homes & Gardens
Real Estate Realty Partners
2050 8th Ave., Suite D
West Linn, OR 97068
503-701-9369

15
YEARS

West Linn Refuse
& Recycling
• Residential • Commercial
• Industrial 
P.O. Box 1285, Canby OR 97013
(503)557-3900

23
YEARS

Sherwood Gazette
6605 SE Lake Road
Portland, OR 97222
503-546-0778

Visit us at SherwoodGazette.com

21
YEARS

Portland Spirit Cruises 
& Events
Lunch - Brunch - Dinner - Sightseeing

503-224-3900
www.portlandspirit.com

22
YEARS

Pacifi c Medical Group 
Beaverton Clinic
4510 SW Hall Blvd.
Beaverton • 503-644-1171
Online services available 
www.pacifi cmedicalgroup.com
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26
YEARS

Farmington Square
14420 SW Farmington Road
Beaverton, OR 97005
503-616-2097
A Radiant Senior 
Living Community

24
YEARS

Deno’s Pizzeria
4475 SW Lakeview Blvd
Lake Oswego • 503-635-6219
www.denospizzeria.com
       Best homemade pizza
         and salads in town!

25
YEARS

Metke Remodeling
17428 SW Boones Ferry Rd.
Lake Oswego • 503-534-0985
CCB No. 67917
www.metkeremodeling.com  
www.facebook.com/
SmartHomeRenovations

23
YEARS

Marla Rumpf, CRS, CNE, SRES
Principal Broker
Windermere Bridgeport Realty Group
503-939-8801
16760 SW Upper Boones Ferry Rd. #103
Portland, OR 97224

4
YEARS

Blitz Sports Pub
10935 SW 68th Pkwy, 
Tigard, OR 97223
503-719-5157

www.blitz99.com

9
YEARS

NW Senior Resources
Placement Services
Nancy Raske 503-680-9407
www.nwseniorresources.com
Free escorted tours and senior
placement consulting

11
YEARS

SPRINGER & SON
Aloha Funeral Home & Crematory
4150 SW 185th Ave
Aloha, OR 97006
503.356.1000
www.springerandson.com

19
YEARS

Accent Lighting Oregon
15794 Boones Ferry Road
Lake Oswego, 97035
AccentLighting.com
Visit our beautiful showroom! 
Oregon’s only showroom with 
certifi ed lighting consultants!

26
YEARS

Buckley Law P.C.
5300 Meadows Rd, Ste. 200
Lake Oswego • 503-620-8900
www.buckley-law.com
Providing outstanding 
legal services since 1989.

HONOR 
ROLL 

of 

LOCAL
BUSINESS
Through the years, 
our community is 
measured
by the number of 
local businesses 
we keep!

27
YEARS

Sesame Donuts
6990 SW Beaverton-Hillsdale Hwy.
Portland, OR 97225
Tel: (503) 297-8175
www.sesamedonuts.com
Donuts to Make Your Day



54  PORTRAIT: FAMILIES April 2015

A student leader — and one family’s 

‘GUARDIAN ANGEL’
By JANIS NICHOLS AND KATE CHESTER
For Pamplin Media Group

I
n addition to being a student 
leader at Portland Community 
College, Angel Camacho, 20, 
leads by example for his family.

“I’m the fi rst in my family to 
attend college, and I’m on track 

to fi nish my business and accounting 
studies at PCC this spring,” he said. 
“After that I’ll go to Portland State Uni-
versity to get my bachelor’s degree in 
business administration.”

That kind of drive is what now moti-
vates Camacho’s younger brother, 15, 
and sister, 12, to think about their fu-
ture college paths. It’s what inspired 
his cousin’s wife to enroll in English for 
Speakers of Other Languages courses 
at PCC. And it’s what has moved Cama-
cho’s father to tears of pride.

Born in Mexico City, Camacho ran 
away from his mother’s house when he 
was 7 years old. He was homeless for a 
year before his father took him in. Two 
years later, father and son moved to the 
United States, which would usher in 
transformational changes neither could 
have anticipated.

Camacho admits that 
initially he was indifferent 
to learning. However, the 
“light bulb” turned on 
when a friend tipped him 
off to the Early College 
High School Program, a 
partnership between PCC 
and the Beaverton School 
District. Camacho could 
take his high school 
coursework at PCC’s Rock 
Creek Campus (17705 N.W. 
Springville Rd.), full time 
and earn his high school 
diploma and college credit 
at the same time. Camacho 
enrolled, and in 2013, he 
graduated from Sunset 
High School — with 55 col-
lege credits already tallied.

This was the first in a string of un-
expected gifts Camacho received. 
The second came from the President 
of the United States, who announced 
a series of executive actions focused 

on illegal immigration. One of Presi-
dent Obama’s directives expanded el-
igibility for the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program. The 
shift meant that people of any age 
who entered the U.S. prior to age 16 
and had lived here continuously 
since Jan. 1, 2010, would have their 
authorization to work extended from 
two to three years.

For Camacho, the change means he 
is now documented with two 
years remaining on his cur-
rent work permit. And after 
that, he can reapply, making 
him eligible for an additional 
three years.

“What the President did 
takes away a lot of stress, and 
I have more confi dence in my 
future,” said Camacho, whose 
dream has always been to 
support his father who has 
worked since the age of 13. 

It was the launch of the 
family’s painting and restora-
tion business that led to 
Camacho’s third gift — one of 
opportunity.

The plan was that Cama-
cho’s father and older brother 
would focus on construction, 
while Camacho would lend 

his energy to running the business 
once he fi nished his studies. A business 
license was required, however, which 
meant that one of the three had to take 
a written test that was both challeng-

ing and expensive. Exam questions 
stemmed from an extensive, thick man-
ual. Out of 800 possible questions, 80 
would be selected for the exam but 
there was no way of knowing which 80 
would be included. Profi ciency in Eng-
lish was key, and since Camacho’s fa-
ther and brother were not prepared, it 
meant the accounting student had a 
manual to read and digest.

“I took the test on a Tuesday and 
failed,” recalled Camacho. “My dad 
asked if I thought I could pass it, and I 
told him I would try again.

“Two days later, I took the test a sec-
ond time, and this time I passed. I went 
to see my dad at his work site to give 
him the news. When I told him I’d 
passed, he cried,” he said.

Since arriving at PCC, Camacho has 
been an inspiration to his classmates, 
faculty and staff. He is the 2014-2015 di-
rector of campus affairs for the Associ-
ated Students of PCC at the Rock Creek 
campus, and also serves as a presiden-
tial student ambassador, attending a 
variety of college-wide events.

When advising would-be PCC stu-
dents, Camacho urges them to “take 
advantage of every opportunity, espe-
cially those focused on leadership. 
You’ll have the support you need, and 
the experience will give you confi -
dence that will help you long after 
graduation.”

It is advice Camacho has taken to 
heart — for the benefi t of both himself 
and his family.

SUBMITTED PHOTO: JAMES HILL

Angel Camacho, a PCC student and Sunset High grad, is working his way toward a degree 
in accounting.

By ERIC APALATEGUI
Pamplin Media Group

I
n the wake of World War II, veteran 
Myron Curtis and his bride Betty 
Lou arrived in Portland and bought 
a 16-foot travel trailer as their fi rst 
home.

They soon upgraded to a larger 
trailer and then bought and refurbished a 
few more used trailers to sell. Within a cou-
ple of years after arriving, a business was 
born. Now, nearly 70 years later, the late 
couple’s children and grandchildren still 
run Curtis Trailers locations in Aloha and 
Portland. The dealership was recently rec-
ognized as one of the best on the continent.

Counting Myron’s father, Edgar Curtis, 
who helped his son in the early years, four 
generations have worked for Curtis Trail-
ers, with another set of youngsters current-
ly growing up.

“None of this would’ve happened with-
out” Myron and Betty Lou Curtis, said 
Sherwood resident Kory Goetz, a grandson 
who oversees the parts department at the 
Aloha location. “We spent a lot of time with 
our grandparents.”

“We grew up working in the business at 
a young age,” said Cammy Pierson, the 
founders’ daughter and current company 
president. “Being a family business, our 
name is on the business. It’s always been an 
important aspect of it. That was the way 
my parents approached it.”

In all, eight of the 11 members of Myron 
and Betty Lou’s second and third genera-
tions currently work in the family business. 
Among them are Carley Schriever, Pier-
son’s sister who works in accounting, and 
Carley’s husband Bob Schriever, the com-
pany’s chief executive offi cer.

But Pierson, who lives in West Linn, and 
Goetz emphasize that the company’s entire 
workforce — some 120 people depending on 
the season — are like members of an ex-
tended family. A good number have worked 
for the company for many years, including 
some who have spent decades there and sev-
eral in key roles, including general manag-
ers at both the Aloha and Portland locations.

Many members of that “extended family” 
got together in February for a giant bowl-
ing party the company hosted to celebrate 
after RVBusiness magazine honored Curtis 
Trailers among its “Top 50” dealerships in 

■ THE PCC ROCK CREEK 
STUDENT IS FIRST IN HIS
FAMILY TO ATTEND COLLEGE

“I took the 
test a second 
time, and this 
time I passed. 
I went to see 
my dad at his 
work site, to 
give him the 
news. When 
I told him 
I’d passed, 
he cried.”

— ANGEL CAMACHO

Trailers, fun 
and family 

forge Curtis 
Trailers line
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GoodNeighborVet.com
888.234.1350

(outside)
4750 SW Western Ave

Beaverton
(888) 234-1350 • www.bimart.com

1ST SATURDAY EVERY MONTH  
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(outside)
13500 SW Pacific Hwy 

Tigard
(888) 234-1350 • www.bimart.com

3RD SATURDAY EVERY MONTH  
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(outside)
6908 SW Beaverton Hillsdale Hwy

Portland
(888) 234-1350 • www.westernpetsupplyinc.com

EVERY SUNDAY 
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(outside)
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(888) 234-1350 • www.haggen.com
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Affordable Pet Care … 
Keep Your Furramily Member Running STRONG! 

GoodNeighborVet.com

  Annual Vaccine Packages 
   Including complimentary exam
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North America for excellence. It’s also 
one of the larger dealerships in the U.S., 
according to Goetz and Pierson.

The company has always specialized in 
non-motorized campers, including a wide as-
sortment of trailers as well as pickup camp-
ers. They left the motor homes to others.

“We’re travel trailer people,” Pierson 
explained. “It’s our little niche. That’s 
what we’re known for. That’s what we’re 
good at.”

Early on, Myron Curtis, who stayed ac-
tive in the business for many years, tried 
building his own trailer model but even-
tually settled on selling products from 
other manufacturers.

While Myron and Betty Lou started 
the business in Portland and the compa-
ny has always had a location there, in the 
1960s, they decided there was a bright fu-
ture on the west side as well. They 
bought property that would become part 
of their current west-side dealership at 
21525 S.W. Tualatin Valley Hwy.

Curtis Trailers grew slowly into its 
Aloha location, early on operating from 
the old house that came with the land be-
fore fi nally adding a large building dur-
ing the economic boom of the 1990s.

And while the recent Great Recession 
thinned the ranks of RV makers and sell-
ers, Curtis Trailers survived with some 
belt-tightening and its reliance on a full 
range of service that helps them win re-
peat customers and referrals, Pierson said.

Some dealers are largely in business to 
sell new RVs, but sales of new and used 
trailers and other campers makes up 

slightly less than half (45 percent) of Cur-
tis Trailers’ income. Together, the com-
pany’s service department (30 percent) 
and sales of parts (25 percent) comprise 
more than half of its total business.

Goetz said the lessons of his grandpar-
ents stick with today’s generation of com-
pany leaders.

“If you’re going to be in the business, it 
was very important that you work as 
hard as you can to support the business 
and take care of your customers,” he 
said. “We’re far from perfect, but we’re 
always trying to do the right thing.”

The company has rebounded to pre-re-
cessionary levels, and Goetz said this 
January and February were the best win-
ter months in company history, thanks 
both to an improving economy and a good 
dose of spring-like weather. Their early-
season lot is packed with trailers in antic-
ipation of the always-busy spring season.

“Everybody really starts getting the 
itch,” said Goetz, who counts himself 
among them. “All of my best memories as 
a kid are camping trips.”

The recession did leave a lasting mark, 
though, as many customers now choose 
less expensive trailers that are light 
enough to pull without a heavy-duty tow 
vehicle. The lean years also served as a 
reminder that they work in a business 
that is going to feel the bumps of a bad 
economy more than many others, and 
they must keep focused on serving cus-
tomers to survive.

“We’re selling fun,” Pierson said. “This 
is discretionary income.”

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP: JAIME VALDEZ

Cammy Pierson, Curtis Trailers’ company president, and Kory Goetz of Sherwood, stand inside 
a trailer on the grounds of the Aloha dealership. 

‘‘
We’re travel trailer people. It’s our 
little niche. That’s what we’re known 

for. That’s what we’re good at.”
— CAMMY PIERSON, company president
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Pamplin Media Group

“T
here are basically two types 
of people. People who ac-
complish things, and people 
who claim to have accom-
plished things. The fi rst 

group is less crowded.” — Mark Twain
If Mark Twain’s quote on creativity 

holds true, then Sherwood’s Windheim 
family is in that fi rst group, collectively 
sharing their talents in endeavors such 
as cooking, computer software, photogra-
phy, engineering and music.

That family includes Angie Windheim, 
her husband Brian, and sons Ben, Joe 
and Sam, who all live on a rural farmette 
they share with an assortment of goats, a 
bunny, chickens, a dog and a cat.

The family’s creative edge is displayed 
in Angie’s booming photography business 
(and food blog), the fact that boys just cut 
their fi rst album, and Brian’s tech savvy.

A journalism major at the University 
of Oregon, Angie was editor of her high 
school newspaper and also worked for the 
Daily Emerald, the U of O’s student news-
paper. Her fi rst job out of college was work-
ing in corporate public relations for Intel.

While she enjoyed that setting, it also 
created a stressful work environment. 
She fell in love with photography about 
six years ago after shooting senior grad-
uation photos of a friend’s daughter. The 
business — Angie Windheim Photogra-
phy — steadily grew and later took off.

“I photographed over 50 clients for the 
Class of 2015,” she said. “It’s been so 
much fun.”

In addition, Angie started her own 
food blog, eatingwithangie.com, four 
years ago.

A bona fi de “foodie,” Angie said the 
blog not only allows her to create her 
own recipes but also allows her to share 
and show off her food photography. 

Along the way, she’s discovered she 
loves the feedback the blog provides.

“It’s really fun when you hear someone 
say, ‘I made that pasta salad. It was real-
ly good,’” she said.

While Angie handles activities nor-
mally attributed to the right side of the 

brain, her husband Brian seems to have 
cornered left brain endeavors.

A software architect with Fiserv, 
which provides technology for the fi nan-
cial world (in fact, he was away on a busi-
ness trip during this interview), Brian 
confi gured the family’s home using a 
computer-aided design program. In addi-
tion, he has designed and built some of 
the family’s furniture.

Angie admits that the family’s musical 
talent likely comes from Brian, who she 
says has the ability to pick up an instru-
ment and play almost anything.

“He just has the ear,” she said. 
Brian’s sons seem to have picked up on 

that musical ability in a big way.
Ever since he picked up the guitar at a 

young age, 18-year-old Ben Windheim has 
been intrigued with music. He’s continued 
that fascination, noting that during the 
Guitar Hero video game heyday, playing 
the guitar became “extremely cool.”

That excitement with music eventually 
led the Sherwood High School student to 
form a band, The Macks, a trio that in-
cludes himself, his 15-year-old brother Joe 
and friend Sam Fulwiler, another Sher-
wood High School student. The band re-
cently released its freshman effort, the dig-
ital album “Nightcrawler.” The alternative 
blues/rock album contains eight songs.

“I’m very pleased with it,” said Ben, 

who not only plays guitar on the record 
but also bass, keyboards and harmonica. 
He even throws in a sound effect involv-
ing a bowl of water and an empty cup.

Beyond all that, the album also displays 
Ben’s technical knowledge and ability.

“I’ve gotten pretty close 
to a professional quality re-
cording just with the equip-
ment I have,” he noted.

Now, he plans on ex-
panding his talent by tak-
ing voice lessons.

Creatively, both Ben and 
Fulwiler work well togeth-
er, and Ben’s brother Joe 
rounds out the band with 
his unique style of drum-
ming, said Ben.

“Being in The Macks with Ben and 
Sam is great because I get to perform 
and record original songs,” said Joe.

Joe, too, has been into music for many 
years, previously playing in both his 
middle school and high school jazz 
bands. He recently picked up the ukulele, 
rapidly improving to the point where he 
can now belt out a solid rendition of 
Beck’s “Blue Moon” on the instrument. 
His musical tastes lean toward The 
Strokes and Cage the Elephant.

“I love the rawness of the new album,” 
he said about Nightcrawler. “It’s just gui-

tar, drums and bass. No crazy electronic 
effects.”

Last but not least, the youngest of the 
Windheim boys, Sam, 12, (not to be con-
fused with band member Sam Fulwiler), 
pitched in on the album as well, playing 
drums on the album’s 59-second inter-
lude “Hummus.”

Ben said his friends were impressed 
when he told them that the drumming on 
the short song came from to Sam, who 
attends Laurel Ridge Middle School. 

For his part, Ben readily admits that 
both of his brothers are “fantastic drum-
mers.”

For the future, Ben hopes to attend Or-
egon State University or the University 
of Oregon. If he chooses the former, he’s 
interested in environmental engineering. 
Either way, he hopes to continue his fo-
cus on music.

Ben’s other activities include working 
with Sherwood High’s 3D printer and laser 
cutter (he’s currently helping design an elec-
tric guitar), and appearing as a contestant in 
the Mr. Bowman contest at Sherwood High. 
The popular annual contest raises money 
for Doernbecher Children’s Hospital.

In addition to music, Ben plays varsity 
baseball and is team captain on the Sher-
wood High soccer team.

Meanwhile, Joe’s sports activities in-
clude running track and playing on the 
junior varsity soccer team.

Like Ben, Joe is also 
interested in engineer-
ing and also wants to 
keep music in the fore-
front, though he point-
ed out, “music is obvi-
ously a harder career to 
get into.”

Sam’s activities in-
clude soccer, baseball 
and basketball. He also 
frequently takes to Ins-
tagram to record trick 
ball and Frisbee shots. In 

addition, he can often be found creating 
elaborate and complicated Rube Gold-
berg-type gadgets, which sometimes in-
volve the intricate use of falling dominos 
to create a task.

“My Rube Goldberg contraptions are 
elaborate and really fun to watch. They 
keep me entertained when I can’t be out-
side,” Sam said. “Sometimes I get an 
idea and can build it in 20 minutes, and 
other times it will take all afternoon.”

To hear or purchase The Macks’ debut 
album, visit TheMacks.bandcamp.com.

PHOTOS, COMPUTERS AND MUSIC, OH MY!

 It’s the Windheims

COURTESY OF ANGIE WINDHEIM

The Windheim family of Sherwood is into numerous creative endeavors, each family member 
possessing a variety of skills and talents. They are, from left, Ben Brian, Joe, Angie and Sam. 
That’s the family’s cat, Smokey at the end.

■ THE SHERWOOD 
FAMILY GOES ALL IN FOR 
CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS
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Lisa Balmes PC
Immediate Past President

 e-PRO
Chris Balmes Properties

503-427-0372

Linda Heinrichs
Director at Large

e-PRO
RE/MAX Equity Group

503-635-2660

Steven Rosling
Vice President

e-PRO
Park Place Real Estate

503-537-4925

Steven Schwab
President Elect

e-PRO, GRI
Portland Lifestyle Team

503-567-7437

Drew Coleman
Vice President

ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI
The Hasson Company, Realtors®

503-635-9801

Alexander Phan
Director at Large

Keller Williams Realty 
Professionals
503-546-9955

Kristin Rader
Vice President

GRI
Keller Williams Sunset Corridor

503-270-5700

Joanne Yousif
Director at Large

ABR, GRI
Residential Realty NW LLC

503-517-9988

Diamond-Platinum members have attained not less than $5 million or more in closed dollar volume during the preceding calendar year 
and have sold $20 million or more in closed dollar volume during the immediate past four consecutive years.

Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors®

MASTERS CIRCLE*

The purpose of the Masters Circle of the Portland Metropolitan Association of Realtors® is to recognize the achievements of 
top Realtors® who have earned a level of excellence in real estate, and to provide programs and services that enhance the 

competency, professionalism and productivity of its members.

"Recognizing Experience & Exceptional Results"

www.pmarmc.com

Diana McCredie
President
CRS, GRI

Keller Williams Portland Central
503-548-4848
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*Formerly known as the Million Dollar Club

Bold names represent individuals who have been members of the Masters Circle (or former Million Dollar Club) for fi ve or more years consecutively.
Life Members have maintained Realtor® membership for 25 years, and have been a member of the Masters Circle for 15 years.

This ad does not represent the entire membership of the PMAR Masters Circle.

Diamond -  Plat inum Members

Jeanne Able
Windermere Stellar

503-636-5000

Judy Adler
GRI

Windermere Realty 
Group

503-675-8264

Mary Jo Avery
RE/MAX Equity Group

503-635-2660

Sohee Anderson
GRI, SRES

Windermere Stellar
503-297-1033

Bill Bailey
John L. Scott
503-826-9000

Trish Banning
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Chris Balmes
e-PRO, GRI

Chris Balmes Properties
503-427-0372

LIFE MEMBER
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William Futrell
Windermere Stellar

503-636-5000

Lesli Ann Bekins
CRS, e-PRO, GRI

RE/MAX Equity Group
503-233-8883

Bill Gaffney
GRI

Change Realty LLC
503-622-8202

Suzanne Bergeron
ABR

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-635-9801

Kendall Bergstrom
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Robert Blakely
CRS, GRI

RE/MAX Equity Group
503-635-2660

Darryl Bodle II
Keller Williams Realty

Portland Premiere
503-597-2444

Jane Betts-Stover
GRI

Oregon Realty Co.
503-254-0100

Maureen Bonfi glio
ABR, SRES

Soldera Properties, Inc.
503-334-1515

Chris Bonner
GRI

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-335-9898

Kim Childs
ABR, GRI

Keller Williams Realty 
Portland Premiere

503-597-2444

Linda Cohn
Coldwell Banker 

Seal
503-224-7325

Drew Coleman
ABR, CRS, e-PRO, GRI
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Terrie Cox
ABR, AHWD, 

CRS, GRI
RE/MAX Equity Group

503-635-2660

Bonny Crowley
ABR, CRS

Portland Principal 
Realty LLC

503-784-0011

Janet Dalton
GRI

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
503-624-9660

Beth Earnest
GRI

Premiere Property 
Group, LLC

503-670-9000

Sally Gilcrease
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-652-9801

Kathy Hall
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Elizabeth Hall
ABR, AHWD, CRS,

e-PRO, GRI, SFR, HCS
Lovell and Hall Real Estate

503-807-2848

Lenore Carter
Coldwell Banker Seal

503-241-7325

LIFE MEMBER

C. Morgan Davis
Keller Williams

Portland Central
503-548-4848

Debbie Deymonaz
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
503-624-9660

Sarita Dua
ABR, CRS, GRI

Keller Williams Realty 
Professionals
503-546-9955

Andrea Dufresne
ABR

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-335-9898

Deborah DuFresne
RE/MAX Equity Group

503-245-6400

Alicia Dart
AHWD, e-PRO, HCS
Knipe Realty NW, Inc.

503-445-7660

John DeCosta
e-PRO

Keller Williams Realty 
Portland Premiere

503-620-3100

LIFE MEMBER

Mel George
AHWD, HCS

Realty Trust Group, Inc.
503-416-2000

Andrew Berlinberg
Keller Williams Realty 

Professionals
503-546-9955

Alexis Halmy
Windermere Stellar 

503-636-5000

Lori Hamilton
GRI

Coldwell Banker Seal
503-224-7325

Stephen Fitzmaurice
Premiere Property Group

971-271-8932

Diana Erickson
John L. Scott, Inc.

503-645-7433

Melissa Finn
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-228-9801

Sandy Fogle
SRES

Windermere Stellar
503-557-0707

Sherry Francis
GRI

Keller Williams Realty 
Professionals
503-546-9955

Allie Fuller
GRI

Keller Williams Realty 
Professionals
503-546-9955

Joe Fustolo
e-PRO, GRI

Soldera Properties, Inc.
503-334-1515

Joel Hamley
ABR, SRES

Meadows Group, Inc., 
Realtors®

503-238-1700
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Gene Moreland
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-228-9801

Taya Mower
Keller Williams

Sunset Corridor
503-270-5700

Suzanne Peters
Meadows Group, 
Inc., Realtors®
503-590-1500

Jeanne Paul
SRES

Windermere Stellar
503-220-1144

Lynda O'Neill
CRS, SFR

John L. Scott, Inc.
503-624-2900

Laurie Peniuk
Premiere Property 

Group, LLC
503-670-9000

Whitney Petersen
ABR, AHWD, CRS, 

e-PRO, GRI
Farrell & Associates

503-283-1900

Bold names represent individuals who have been members of the Masters Circle (or former Million Dollar Club) for fi ve or more years consecutively.
Life Members have maintained Realtor® membership for 25 years, and have been a member of the Masters Circle for 15 years.

This ad does not represent the entire membership of the PMAR Masters Circle.

Justin Harnish
Harnish Properties

503-699-8483

Linda Heinrichs
e-PRO

RE/MAX Equity Group
503-635-2660

Russell Homewood
ABR, GRI

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-228-9801

Renée Harper
GRI

Eleete Real Estate
503-292-1500

Dirk Hmura
Eleete Real Estate

503-292-1500

Shelly Hertel
CRS

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-635-9801

Lynda Huber
GRI, SRES

Equity Oregon
Real Estate

503-610-8849

Bobbi Inman
AHWD, e-PRO, HCS
Knipe Realty NW, Inc.

503-445-7660

Emily Iverson
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Cyndi Johnston
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES

Keller Williams
Realty Professionals

503-546-9955

Steven Kaer
Coldwell Banker Seal

503-241-7325

Tony Kelly
CRS, e-PRO, SRES

Keller Williams Realty 
Portland Premiere

503-597-2444

Marcia Kies
ABR, CRS, GRI

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-635-9801

Joni Knight
Joni Knight

Realty Group
866-784-9963

Patrick Krause
Soldera Properties, Inc.

503-334-1515

Nick Krautter
Keller Williams 

Portland Central
503-548-4848

Li Lanz
John L. Scott, Inc.

503-496-0760

Dale Kuhn
John L. Scott, Inc.

503-624-2900

Debi Laue
GRI

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-635-9801

Joelle Lewis
MRealty, LLC
503-459-4474

Sara Lewis
Windermere Stellar

503-636-5000

Rob Levy
CRS, GRI

Keller Williams Realty 
Professionals
503-546-9955

Cindy Ludwig
ABR

Coldwell Banker Seal
971-250-7700

Kathleen
MacNaughton

CRS
Realty Trust Group, Inc.

 503-294-1101

Diana McCredie
CRS, GRI

Keller Williams 
Portland Central
503-548-4848

Mike McHugh
CRS, GRI

Meadows Group, 
Inc., Realtors®
503-238-1700

Lee McKnight
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-335-9898

Kathleen McDonald 
Peterson

Keller Williams Realty 
Portland Premiere

503-597-2444

Dawn Meaney
Soldera Properties, Inc.

503-334-1515

Jason Merritt
Merritt Realty Group

888-575-2588

Jan McDuffee
Keller Williams 

Realty Professionals
503-546-9955

Andrew Misk
Eleete Real Estate

503-292-1500

Brenda Meyers
ABR, SFR

Coldwell Banker Seal
971-250-7700
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Dave Scriven
RE/MAX Equity 

Group
503-626-4600

Steven Wong
Keller Williams 
Realty Portland 

Premiere
503-620-3100

Bradley Wulf
CRS

RE/MAX Equity 
Group

503-635-2660

Raejean Sly
ABR, GRI

Berkshire Hathaway
HomeServices
503-292-9393

Kelly Stafford
Home Sweet Home 

Realty LLC
503-515-2986

Keith Sjodin
AHWD, CRS,
e-PRO, GRI

Windermere West
503-648-1169

Michelle Spanu
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Linda Skeele
Windermere Stellar

503-233-7777

Marianne Thelin
Meadows Group, 
Inc., Realtors®
 503-590-1500

Val Thorpe
GRI

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-335-9898

Betheen Verbiest
GRI

Better Homes and 
Gardens Real Estate 

Realty Partners
503-303-4141

Craig Reger
GRI

Keller Williams
Sunset Corridor
503-270-5700

Temara Presley
CRS

Meadows Group, 
Inc., Realtors®
503-238-1700

Brian Pienovi
Realty Trust Group, Inc.

503-294-1101

David Policar
CRS, ePRO

Windermere Stellar
503-297-1033

Kathy Quick
Quick & Associates 

Real Estate
503-730-0702

Brian Ramsay
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-335-9898

Nancy Rasmussen
CRS, GRI

RE/MAX Equity Group
503-626-4600

Kristin Rader
GRI

Keller Williams 
Sunset Corridor
503-270-5700

Rachel Russell
Coldwell Banker Seal

503-241-7325

Steven Rosling
e-PRO

Park Place Real Estate
503-537-4925

Eva Sanders
CRB, CRS

Meadows Group, 
Inc., Realtors®
503-238-1700

Amy Savage
Keller Williams Realty 

Portland Premiere
503-597-2444

Betsy Rickles
Windermere Stellar

503-220-1144

Susan Reinhart
Coldwell Banker Seal

503-241-7325

Eleonore Reiter
ABR

Realty Trust Group, Inc.
503-294-1101

Aimee Virnig
GRI

Windermere Stellar
503-284-7755

Tracy Wiens
Meadows Group, 
Inc., Realtors®
503-238-1700

Airika Waible
e-PRO

New Home Realty, LLC
503-503-7934

Marty Wells
GRI

Keller Williams Realty 
Portland Premiere

503-620-3100

Laurie Whittemore
CRS, GRI, SRES

Windermere Stellar
503-297-1033

Mary Jo Williams
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
503-624-9660

Claire Widmark-
Wright

AHWD, GRI
MRealty, LLC
503-459-4474

Alexander Phan
Keller Williams

Realty Professionals
503-546-9955
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Monir Collier
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
503-292-9393

Tran Baunach
ABR, e-PRO

RE/MAX Equity Group
503-681-9446

Beth Corey
ABR, GRI

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
503-624-9660

Carrie DeSoto
GRI, SFR

Summa Real Estate 
Executives

503-558-2010

Ron Erickson
Coldwell Banker 

Seal
503-241-7325

Bold names represent individuals who have been members of the Masters Circle (or former Million Dollar Club) for fi ve or more years consecutively.

Life Members have maintained Realtor® membership for 25 years, and have been a member of the Masters Circle for 15 years.

This ad does not represent the entire membership of the PMAR Masters Circle.

Diamond Members
Diamond members have attained $5 million or more in closed dollar volume in the the preceding calendar year.

John Ferguson
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-635-9801

Grace Fang
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Shelly Rath
ABR

Premiere Property Group
503-670-9000

Dill Ward
Urban Nest Realty

503-432-8126

Elizabeth Young
GRI, SRES, ABR

Ken Miller and Associates
503-639-0630

Carol Wojciechowski
ABR, GRI, SRES

Windermere Realty Group
503-675-8264

Dianne Gregoire
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Ann Fry
ABR, GRI, SFR

Keller Williams Realty 
Professionals
503-546-9955

Sally Roach
AHWD, GRI, SFR

RE/MAX Equity Group
503-635-2660

Sandi Sheets
ABR, GRI, GREEN

Windermere Stellar

503-636-5000

Krishnakumar 
Regupathy

TopTech Realty LLC
503-799-6213

Rebecca Lyons
Oregon First

503-258-1101

William Gilliland
SRES

Windermere Stellar
503-284-7755

David Peck
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Janice Pestana
The Hasson Company, 

Realtors®
503-335-9898

Lois Oliver-Miesbach
e-PRO

MRealty, LLC
503-459-4474

Tanya Smith

Oregon First Tanasbourne
503-601-7200

Mark Scholz
MRealty, LLC
503-459-4474

ABR:  Accredited Buyer’s Representative

AHWD:  At Home With Diversity

CRB:  Certified Real Estate Brokerage Mgr

CRS:  Council of Residential Specialist

e-PRO:  Internet and Technical

GREEN:  Green 

GRI:  Graduate, Realtor Institute

HCS:  HOWNW.com TM Certified Specialist

SFR:  Short Sale and Foreclosure

SRES:  Seniors Real Estate Specialist

Vicki Comer 
ABR, AHWD, CRS, 

GRI, SRES
Berkshire Hathaway 

HomeServices
503-292-9393
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General  Members
Masters Circle members have attained closed dollar volume of at least $2 million or 20 transaction sides during the preceding calendar year.

Bold names represent individuals who have been members of the Masters Circle (or former Million Dollar Club) for fi ve or more years consecutively.

Life Members have maintained Realtor® membership for 25 years, and have been a member of the Masters Circle for 15 years.

This ad does not represent the entire membership of the PMAR Masters Circle.

Nancy Pihl
Windermere Bridgeport 

Realty Group
503-639-7914

Cindy Sehorn Singh
GRI, SRES

Soldera Properties, Inc.
503-334-1515

Michelle Schock
Century 21 Turner 

Properties
503-297-1014

Kristin Sholes
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Robyn Starr 
Dezendorf

SRES
Keller Williams Realty 

Portland Premiere
503-597-2444

Judith Stratton
SFR

Oregon First 
Tanasbourne 

 503-601-7200 

Connie St. Clair-
Matthews
Oregon First

503-543-5221

Shauna Stroup-
Harrison

Oregon First
503-543-5221

Michael Zhang
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Lisa Balmes PC
e-PRO

Chris Balmes 
Properties

503-427-0372

Pamela Blair
Meadows Group, Inc., 

Realtors®
503-238-1700

Yvonne Blewett
ABR

Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices
503-624-9660

Jassi Akkal
Oregon First 
Tanasbourne

503-601-7200

Terry Booke
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Jane Boyd
Oregon First

503-258-1101

Gabi Carnivali
GRI, SFR

Oregon First
503-667-5686

Rick Christensen
SRES

Windermere Stellar
503-297-1033

Cheryle Clunes
ABR, CRB, CRS, 
e-PRO, GRI, SFR

Summa Real Estate 
Executives

503-558-2010

Elizabeth Cox
GRI

RE/MAX Equity 
Group

503-681-9446

Tracy DeLashmit
Oregon First

503-543-5221

Theresa Crough
SRES

Windermere Stellar 
503-557-0707

Jan Dempsey
Realty Trust Group, Inc.

503-294-1101

Mark Didier
Oregon First

503-543-5221

Deana Doney
AHWD, CRS, GRI, 

SRES, HCS
RE/MAX Equity Group

503-635-2660

Joan  Elliott-Barclay
ABR, CRS, GRI

Coldwell Banker Seal
503-224-7325

Pamela Flora
Meadows Group, Inc., 

Realtors®
503-590-1500

Suzanne Elstad
ABR, AHWD, SRES
Windermere Bridge-
port Realty Group

503-639-7914

Sharon Francis
AHWD, GRI

Meadows Group, Inc., 
Realtors®

503-590-1500

Deborah Ham
Oregon First

503-258-1101

Joann Horner
Oregon First

503-998-4592

Patti Jensen
Oregon First 
Tanasbourne

503-601-7200

Laura Johansen
Keller Williams Realty 

Portland Premiere
503-620-3100

Kathy Kershner
AHWD, CRS, GRI, SFR
Coldwell Banker Seal

503-224-7325

Diane Mitchell
Premiere Property 

Group
503-670-9000

Jonathan Kennedy
Oregon First

503-646-5006

Patti Gage
CRS

Coldwell Banker Seal
503-241-7325

Jan Cullivan
AHWD, CRS, GRI, SFR, 

SRES
RE/MAX Equity Group

503-245-6400

Mary Marten
AHWD

Meadows Group, Inc., 
Realtors®

503-238-1700

Ellie Kim
AHWD

Summa Real Estate 
Executives

503-558-2010

Debra Mathews
GRI

The Hasson Company, 
Realtors®

503-335-9898

Edward Peters
Oregon First

503-646-5006

LIFE MEMBER
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Metro West Ambulance saves lives, 

WORKS AS A FAMILY
By SCOTT KEITH
For Pamplin Media Group

Y
ou see their slick 
emergency vehi-
cles every day in 
the county. They 
may even make a 
cameo appearance, 

now and then, on the hit NBC 
television series “Grimm.”

Family-owned Metro West 
Ambulance has been serving 
Beaverton, western Oregon and 
Southwest Washington for de-
cades, but what you may not 
know is the impressive family 
history behind the Hillsboro-
based fi rm.   

Metro West’s origins can be 
traced back to World War II vet-
eran James B. Fuiten. Accord-
ing to his son, J.D., who is Met-
ro West’s owner and president, 
his father graduated from mor-
tuary college in 1947. James B. 
Fuiten moved to Lebanon, Ore-
gon, from California to do his 
apprenticeship. He also served 
as deputy coroner for Linn 
County from 1947-1952.

Eventually, James and his 
wife, moved to Forest Grove and 
built their fi rst mortuary. J.D. 
Fuiten recalled that the Leba-
non mortuary, where his father 
had done his apprenticeship 
and was a part owner, also fea-
tured an ambulance service. 

 “He thought that was a good 
feature that he should do, since 
there was no other ambulance 
service in Forest Grove,” J.D. 
Fuiten said. 

From 1963-1973, the company 
was called Fuiten’s Ambulance 
Service. In 1973, James B. 
Fuiten combined Fuiten’s and 
Butler’s ambulance service, 
giving birth to the company’s 
new name — Metro West Am-
bulance. 

J.D. Fuiten came on board in 
1978  “as the boss’s son,” but in 
his fi rst couple of years at Met-
ro West, had to learn the ropes 
and became an EMT when he 
was in high school. 

“In order to get re-certified, I 
had to go through the EMT pro-
gram again — during that peri-
od of time, it was pretty well a 

major commitment 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week,” he 
said. 

“The benefit you have from 
the family connection, in the 
business aspect, is you didn’t 
have to start from zero,” J.D. 
said. “There was something 
there to work with. It may not 
have been very substantial and 
it may not have been very pol-
ished, but you had something 
to work with.” 

Erin Miller, vice president of 
business development at Metro 
West Ambulance, took note of 
the rich family history at Metro 
West. 

“Nepotism is alive and well 
here, because there’s lots of 
family members,” Miller said. 

“Many, many employees here 
have spouses work here, chil-
dren work here, parents work 
here.” 

In fact, you’ll fi nd former em-
ployees sending their young-
sters to work at Metro West 
Ambulance. 

“They come up and they start 
at the very base position here,” 
Miller said. “They become 
EMTs and they work their way 
up through the company. We’ve 
seen that over and over again 
because family is really impor-
tant.” 

Miller said when she started 
working with J.D. Fuiten, al-
most 20 years ago, Metro West 
was more provincial.

“I think what J.D. has been 

able to do is keep that family 
feel,” Miller said. “Yet we’re 
very progressive. He sits on the 
National Ambulance Board. 
We’re nationally accredited. 
Our tag line is ‘Nationally ac-
credited, locally owned.’”

The EMS Week barbecue in 
May is one way for the Metro 
West family to get together and 
enjoy fun times. 

“It’s a family event,” Miller 
pointed out. “It has turned into 
kind of a carnival. We rent the 
big slides. Sometimes we’ll do a 
pie-eating contest. We do some 
kind of funky (old-fashioned) 
things like that. People love it.” 

These days, Metro West has 
the 911 contract for emergency 
ambulance service in Washing-
ton County. Metro West also 
provides a large non-emergency 
ambulance business and wheel 
chair service for the metropoli-
tan area. Metro West also owns 
Medix Ambulance, which serves 
Clatsop County. 

At Metro West Ambulance, 
J.D. Fuiten’s goal is to serve 
families, both big and small.  

He said, “Everybody deserves 
good service and good care. I 
just think that we’re privileged 
enough to be in a position to do 
that.”

■ HELPING OTHERS HAS LONG 
BEEN A MOTIVATOR, COMMITMENT

The look of the 
ambulances at 
Metro West 
Ambulance may 
have changed 
over the years, 
but the family 
behind the 
company — 
led by current 
owner and 
President J.D. 
Fuiten — has 
remained the 
same.
COURTESY METRO 
WEST AMBULANCE

Metro West 
Ambulance 
President 
J.D. Fuiten 
said that 
“Everybody 
deserves 
good service 
and good 
care.”
COURTESY METRO 
WEST AMBULANCE
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Fur, friends, family and fun — 
AND SOME MORE FUR
By CAITLIN FELDMAN
Pamplin Media Group

W
hen strangers walk 
by the dog play 
rooms at Oregon 
Dog Rescue, the col-

lective barking is incessant. 
When the dedicated staff and 
volunteers walk by — silence. 
Tails wag and love ensues as the 
dogs hurry to be the fi rst for a 
snuggle. Before long, Communi-
ty Relations Director Nancy Tru-
ax is surrounded by dogs, in her 
lap, by her side and vying for 
just a little more adoration. 

“When you can combine 
your passion and serve the 
community, it’s amazing,” she 
said. “I mean, there’s nothing 
that could be more rewarding 
than doing community service 
tied into something that you 
really care about, and this is it 
for us.” 

Oregon Dog Rescue was 
founded in 2007, and several 
years ago moved into its cur-
rent home at 6700 S.W. Nyberg 
Street in Tualatin. While it’s al-
ready outgrowing its space, 
president and co-founder Debra 
Bowen said it’s still a lot better 
than in the beginning. Back 
then, all of ODR’s rescued dogs 
had to be fostered out of staff 
and volunteer homes. Today, 
the nonprofi t can care for up to 
50 grown dogs on site, and aver-
ages about 20 puppies in foster 
homes throughout the sur-
rounding communities. 

“We’re here as a resource for 
homeless dogs,” Bowen said. 
“We do whatever it takes to get 
the dogs ready, so that — of 
course — is a lot of time and 
hard work.”

The fi rst step in getting the 

dogs ready is simply getting 
them to the shelter. Many of Or-
egon Dog Rescue’s dogs come 
from California, a state that 
Truax said has a high euthana-
sia rate. By working with orga-
nizations such as Shelter 
Transport Animal Rescue 
Team, the dogs arrive in Tuala-
tin, and from there are given 
whatever they need. Whether 
it’s getting shots, having sur-
gery, being spayed or neutered, 
getting groomed or simply 
loved, Oregon Dog Rescue 
works hard to make sure the 
animals it takes in are adop-
tion-ready. 

All of this work is done by 
five part-time employees, one 
full-time employee, about 20 
dedicated volunteers and help 

from various partner organiza-
tions. For the staff and volun-
teers, it involves a lot of time 
together and coordination to 
ensure the dogs are cared for 
as well as they possibly can be.

“Over the last two years, 
there have been 1,000 adop-
tions. And since the beginning, 
over 3,000,” said Truax, who 
began volunteering with the 
shelter a couple months after 
it was founded. “To watch 
them grow from five dogs in 

their own houses, to having 
hundreds and hundreds of 
adoptions a year and having 

gotten thousands of dogs out, 
it’s just really exciting to 
watch.”

■ VOLUNTEERS 
AT OREGON DOG 
RESCUE COMMITTED 
TO THEIR MISSION

ABOVE: Oregon Dog Rescue’s 
Nancy Truax says hello to some 

of the dogs at Oregon Dog Rescue. 
RIGHT: Amber gets some love 

from Nancy Truax at Oregon Dog 
Rescue in Tualatin.

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTO: JONATHAN HOUSE
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But, the only way any of it happens 
is through the tightly knit group of 
people who work day in and day out to 
keep the dogs healthy and happy. They 
share the same passion, and because 
of that, end up building relationships 
— not just with the dogs, but with each 
other. 

“They’re friends. They’re 
not just volunteers,” said 
Bowen. “It’s really closer than 
a family sometimes, actually.” 

One of these dedicated vol-
unteers and friends is Kath-
ryn Maas, who spends hours 
every week doing everything 
from cleaning out the kennels 
and mopping up the floors to 
just holding and petting the 
dogs. 

“It’s not always easy to find 
people who are passionate, re-
liable and good at what we 
do,” said Truax. “(Kathryn) 
comes here and she does the 
hard work. ... Those are the 
people that we really rely on. 
And for them, there’s no glory 
in that. They do it because 
they love it. They love the 
dogs. They love what they’re doing, 
and they know they’re helping those 
dogs find homes.”

Bowen, who came into animal rescue 
from the real estate field, said that 
even though the organization has 
grown bigger than can be comprehend-

ed at times, it remains worth it 
through the long hours and late nights. 

“I just think if you’re not doing what 
you love, you shouldn’t be doing it,” 
she said. “Ultimately, you look back 
and think, ‘Gee. How many real estate 
deals did I have in 1987?’ That, to me, 

is not that important. But if I 
think about how many dogs 
found a home in 2007, that’s 
different.”

Truax agreed, though she 
works her fair share of long 
days and late nights, too.

“We’re all really passionate 
about what we do, and when 
it’s something like that, you 
can’t stop,” she said. “It’s an-
swering the phone as you’re 
walking out the door and 
there’s someone saying ‘I have 
to find a home for my dog.’ 
Whatever it is, there’s always 
that one last thing.”

Based on the passion and 
dedication of Truax and Bow-
en, it seems that even as the 
organization grows, it will 
probably always find “one last 
thing” to take care of and 

make better before a new day begins. 
Going forward, they just hope they’ll 
encounter more like-minded people 
along the way. 

“We need more family members,” 
said Truax. “We always want our fami-
ly to grow.”
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P“They’re 
friends. 
They’re 
not just 
volunteers. 
It’s really 
closer than 
a family 
sometimes, 
actually.”

—  DEBRA 
BOWEN,

Oregon Dog 
Rescue president 

and co-founder
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By GEOFF PURSINGER
Pamplin Media Group

J
ulie Russell sits in a chair in her 
Tigard offi ce, her legs crossed. 
On the table next to her is a 
board game. 

“The Talking, Feeling & Doing 
Game” the box reads. “A psychotherapeu-
tic game for Children.”

Russell is a family counselor, meeting 
with stressed couples and children bat-
tling anxiety, depression or other mental 
health issues. 

Russell has worked in therapy for the 
better part of a decade, converting an 
abandoned dental offi ce into a counseling 
center three years ago. 

“There is still a stigma of going to 
counseling,” Russell said. “People are 
embarrassed by that, which I don’t under-
stand. If you had diabetes or broke your 
arm, you would go to a doctor, but if you 
have mental health or relationship prob-
lems you don’t?”

Often, when families fi nally do make 
their way to a counselor, their problems 
have escalated out of control. 

“If they had come in earlier, they could 
have been better a lot sooner,” she said. 

Russell sees between one and two doz-
en people a week at her Tigard offi ce.

“Every person has capacity to heal 
themselves and solve problems, even chil-
dren,” Russell said. “I had one mother 
who was worried that her son was going 
to grow up to be like her dad, then real-
ized, ‘Oh my gosh. This isn’t about him — 
it’s about me and my anxiety.’”

Russell works with children who 
have anxiety problems so severe that 
they pull off their own eyebrows as an 

act of stress relief. 
“It’s so automatic for them that they 

don’t realize that they are doing it,” 
she said.

Russell said her own home life inspired 
her to take up counseling. 

“My father was an alcoholic and I grew 
up in a dysfunctional system,” she said. “I 
didn’t want to create a family like that.”

She studied psychology at fi rst, before 
taking graduate courses at George Fox 

University’s Tigard campus. 
“Sometimes, parents come in and say, 

‘Fix my child.’ But often it’s not a broken 
child; it’s a problem with the family sys-
tem. Usually, there is something in the 
family that’s not working and the child 
lashes out.”

Once a week, Russell drives to Corvallis 
to meet with patients there, and said she 
expects to start a similar practice in Van-
couver, Wash., soon. She also works does 
equine therapy with patients in Newberg. 

She helps couples that are struggling 
to keep their relationships together. 

“Sometimes it’s because of infi delity, or 
the death of a loved one, or divorce,” she 
said. “We are our experiences. Sometimes 
people wonder, ‘Why are they acting like 
this?’ and it’s because it’s not just your 
stuff they are dealing with. It’s everything 
that has ever happened to them.”

According to reports from The New 
York Times, the divorce rate is falling after 
hitting record highs in the 1970s and 1980s.

But divorce rates are still too high, 
Russell said, and the main reason that 
she sees behind those numbers are that 
families just don’t know how to talk to 
one another. 

“People say, ‘This doesn’t feel good. 
Let’s end it and try something else.’ I 
tell them that they can choose to end 
their relationships, but if they don’t 
work on their own stuff, their baggage 
will go with them to the next relation-
ship.”

Sometimes people only need a little 
bit of help, such as better nutrition and 
more sleep, Russell said. 

“Sleep is by far the most important 
thing,” she said. “We talk about what we 
need for our bodies, but not about what 
we need for our mental health.”

Others need medication or naturo-
pathic medicine.

Often, Russell said, she’ll have fami-
lies use a small sand box to express 
their feelings. 

By placing toys and fi gurines into the 
sand, they’re able to display complex 
emotions they might not otherwise be 
able to express. 

“It’s fascinating what comes out,” 
Russell said. “For instance, a kid with 
ADHD who just started medication, I 
asked what it feels like being on medica-
tion versus being off. One side was orga-
nized with police and fi remen, very 
structured. The other side was a bunch 
of toys scattered around, because with-
out medication, it feels like chaos.”

For married couples having troubles, 
she said, couples will often use fences 
and other barriers in their examples to 
indicate how they are feeling. 

Working with families — especially 
children — can be challenging, but it’s 
also rewarding, Russell said. 

“It’s amazing to see people start get-
ting better. That is so rewarding and so 
exciting.” Russell said. When you see a 
kid that was feeling terrible, and then 
he starts to pass his classes, or see a re-
lationship that gets so much better — 
that’s great.”

KEEPING FAMILIES TOGETHER

Family wants to make 
sure everyone has the 
hearing they deserve

■ THE TIGARD 
COUNSELOR HELPS 
STRUGGLING FAMILIES 
FIND THEIR FOOTING

By RAY PITZ
Pamplin Media Group

H
aving a small family business 
like Beaverton’s Sage Hearing 
Solutions, R. David King and his 
wife Jaimie constantly make it 

known that their clients’ needs are al-
ways their top priority. But more than 
that, they want to make sure they are ad-
equately dealing with the issues found in 
people with hearing problems.

“I’m a company that will advocate for 
the hearing impaired,” said David King.

With that in mind, King said his goal is to 
improve the quality of his clients’ lives, pro-
viding a variety of different hearing aids 
to best fi t a person’s budget and lifestyle.

For almost seven years, King and his 
brother Danny ran Cascade Hearing Aid 
Center in Gresham, a company that also 
had an offi ce in Beaverton’s Cascade 
Square. He spent several years, too, with 
another audiology company and eventu-
ally was transferred to Scottsdale, Ariz.

Then, last August, the Kings opened 
Sage Hearing Solutions in Twin Oaks 
Executive Suites at 1865 N.W. 169th 

PAMPLIN MEDIA GROUP PHOTOS: JONATHAN HOUSE

Family Counselor Julie Russell talks about her approach to therapy sessions with children and 
families. Below is a picture of Russell’s own family.
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Place in Beaverton.

One of many reasons the Kings started 
their own business was a concern that 
the hearing care industry was over-
priced, David King said. He also wanted 
to share the importance of servicing 
hearing aids after they are purchased.

 “This is an industry where you really 
need service on your hearing aids,” he said. 
“That’s what we’re all about, the service 
portion of taking care of people’s hearing.”

King said he feels like he’s on a mis-
sion when it comes to educating the com-
munity about hearing loss, noting that 
hearing loss is tied to such diseases as 
diabetes, cardiovascular disease and 
even dementia.

“The biggest cause of hearing loss is 
just age,” King pointed out, adding that 
noise is a contributing factor as well.

For younger people, hearing loss is of-
ten tied to wearing headphones blaring 
music that’s turned up too loud.

“A lot of people don’t think about 
(hearing loss) until it happens,” he said. 
“Hearing loss is isolating and an often-
times frustrating experience.”

King said there are even studies that 
show those with hearing loss have lower 
incomes. He said people often ignore 
hearing loss because it doesn’t hurt 
physically.

Recently, the Beaverton School District 
started referring students to King if it 
discovers they could be suffering from 
hearing loss. King said he will provide 
additional testing and refer students to a 
pediatrician if it looks like they may have 

a hearing problem.
What makes his business unique, says 

King, is that he does house calls as well. 
That’s something most companies don’t 
do, he pointed out.

“I’ve got all the mobile equipment to 
do tests in the home,” he said. “Every-
thing we can do in the offi ce, we can do 
in the home.”

King also has a soft spot for U.S. veter-
ans, oftentimes referring them to the 

Veteran’s Administration because many 
are eligible for benefi ts that help them 
purchase hearing aids.

“A lot of them don’t know that,” he 
pointed out.

King said he’s found the dwindling 
number of World War II vets who are 
still around have hearing issues rela ted 
not only to their age, but also because of 
the loud noises and explosions they expe-
rienced during combat.

King, whose brother is a judge advo-
cate general for the U.S. Navy, said he 
wants to honor the nation’s veterans, es-
pecially those who served in World War 
II and “fought for our freedom.”

Meanwhile, the technology involving 
hearing aids has improved by leaps and 
bounds over the years, King said.

“I’ve got hearing aids now that can be 
Bluetoothed into a cell phone,” said King. 
“Hearing aids are getting a lot smaller. 
They’re getting more sophisticated.”

While King runs the business side of 
things, his wife Jaimie takes care of the 
human resources side with a background 
in dealing with senior citizens.

“I’ve worked with geriatric populations 
since I was 18,” she said. In addition, Jai-
mie formerly worked for Kenneth C. 
Swan, the founder of the Casey Eye Insti-
tute in Portland. (The Kings met there at 
the Casey Eye Institute.)

“It’s been a lot of fun,” Jaimie said of 
her work with Sage. “We’re trying to jug-
gle having a young family with a busi-
ness.”

The Kings are the parents of two 
young children, Parker, 6, and Haley, 3.

When David King is not working, he 
coaches his son’s T-ball and fl ag football 
teams. He’s also a member of Elders in 
Action, a Portland-based group that ad-
vocates for older adults.

So what’s the greatest satisfaction 
King gets from his job?

“Seeing people get back the quality of 
life they had lost because of their hearing 
impairment,” he said.
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Previous experience in long 

term care is preferred. We 

offer competitive salary and 

benefi ts package including 

paid medical benefi ts for 

single or family during your 

introductory period beginning 

e of employment, 29
01

9.
02

26
15

c

RN NURSE
MANAGEMENT

OPPORTUNITIE
S

Meadow Park Health and 

Specialty Care Center has 

openings for experience 

RN’s and RN Nurse 

Managers.

• RN MDS Nurse-15K 

sign on bonus 

• RN Resident Care

 Manager

SALARIED KNIFE SHARPENING POSITION

For over 20 years, Microtech® has been working to build a long-standing 

tradition of innovation and quality with each knife that leaves our facility.  This 

passion, combined with tireless dedication, and the support of loyal customers 

has promoted growth and the evolution of the Microtech brand.  As the company 

continues to expand, we are looking for additional support to help us deliver the 

same revolutionary products that continue to exceed industry expectations.

The employees on our team share the same level of dedication that this company was built on;  potential hires should reflect a desire 

to help foster the forward momentum of the company as a whole.  Ideal candidates should be motivated, results-driven individuals 

who exhibit excellent planning and organizational skills, along with a high degree of detail orientation.  We look for individuals with 

an exemplary work-ethic that can successfully complete tasks with optimal effort and conduct themselves with a high degree of 

honesty and integrity.

Microtech Knives is currently looking for 4 experienced individuals who are able to hand sharpen and hone 

production knives at our location near the culturally charming town of  Asheville, North Carolina. In striving to 

stomers have access to the latest advancements in knife making, while still continuing to maintain a 

iti is vital to our daily operations.  

FAX
Your classified ad :

(503) 620-3433

24 Hours
per day

For personal

assistance, call
(503) 620-SELL(7355)

community-classifieds.com

To place your 

Community Classified 

advertisement,

call 503-620-SELL(7355).

Do You Have the Heart to Serve

Those at the End of Life?

Become a Care Partners Hospice Volunteer!

Care Partners (formerly Hospice of Washington 

County) has been providing community based, 

not-for-profit hospice care since 1982.

Our volunteers are able to serve patients and their

families in many ways.

Contact Robin, Volunteer Coordinator for information:

(503)648-9565  Robin@carepartnersor.org

If you’re a junior in high school, you can join the

National Guard through the Split Training Option and

be back from Basic Combat Training in time for your 

senior year. Next year, you’ll be back in time for

college. Joining the Guard will open many doors for

you with benefits like college tuition assistance and

excellent training. Plus, it’s one of the best part-time 

jobs you can have while in high school.

The 2015 Split Training Option season ends April 30.

Applicants must be 17 years old and have parental

consent prior to obtaining a contractual obligation.

Eligibility restrictions apply. Contact your local National 

Guard Representative and secure your future now.

SSG Phillip Cano

(541) 588-0253

Oregonguard.com

Wilsonville

Spokesman Community Reporter

The Wilsonville Spokesman, a weekly newspaper, is 

seeking a full-time reporter to cover Wilsonville, Ore., 

one of the fastest growing cities in the Portland metro 

area. The ideal candidate for this position is a versatile 

writer with professional experience in both news and 

features. Photography experience is a big plus. While 

coverage of city government, community events and lo-

cal business is a key part of this position, the commu-

nity reporter should also have the ability to sniff out en-

lightening, interesting and amusing enterprise stories 

that give residents unique insights into their community.

The community reporter is not responsible for covering 

education or sports. Send a resume, cover letter and 

three clips to Editor Luke Roney via email at 

lroney@pamplinmedia.com File size is limited to 5M.

No phone calls.

Mechanic – Agricultural

Columbia Empire Farms, located in Sherwood, OR, has a 

full-time Mechanic position open. The Agricultural Me-

chanic will diagnose, adjust, repair, or overhaul farm ma-

chinery and vehicles, such as tractors, harvesters, equip-

ment, and irrigation systems. Mechanics are expected to 

utilize their experience to locate and diagnose the prob-

lem and then generate a cost-effective solution. Com-

puter aided systems may assist troubleshoot and even 

repair the faulty part or parts. Minimum requirements in-

clude: One (1) year + years of experience performing 

service repairs or certificate/diploma from a recognized 

program; ability to perform basic repairs and required 

maintenance using special tools and equipment; profi-

cient knowledge of mechanical, electrical and hydraulic 

systems used in the repair of agricultural machinery and 

equipment; ability to operate vehicles and equipment 

used for diagnostic purposes; and, proficient oral and 

written communication skills. The job conditions include:

Frequent bending and stooping; ability to repeatedly lift 

up to 75 lbs.; standing for extended periods of time; occa-

sional work outdoors in extreme heat or cold, rain or 

snow; occasional work on ladders; occasional work in 

confined spaces; ability to work extended hours and 

weekends, if needed; and, valid driver’s license with and 

insurable driving record required. If you meet the qualifi-

cations, and are interested in applying, please send a re-

sume to: PO Box 1, Dundee, OR 97115. EOE.

Ability to teach multiple levels of math to  young adults.

Preference given to candidates familiar with computer 

technology as a teaching tool. Must have a valid Oregon 

Teaching Certification. Math endorsement and one year  

experience preferred. $41,000 plus benefits package.

Apply on line at www.mtcjobs.com, Requisition 

#2689BR. Responses must be received by close of busi-

ness day Friday, March 6, 2015. Veterans and minorities 

encouraged to apply. We are an Equal Opportunity 

Employer…Minority/Women/Veteran/Disability!

East County Contractor, min 5-yrs exp in civil

construction. Must be proficient in Excel & exp in HCSS 

& On-Screen Take-Off pref. Generous salary & benefits 

based on exper & attitude. MUST be a team player.

Bkgrnd check, drug screen & valid DL req’d.

__________________________________________

East County Contractor, min 5-yrs exp in civil

construction. Must be proficient in Excel & exp in HCSS 

& On-Screen Take-Off pref. Generous salary & benefits 

based on exper & attitude. MUST be a team player.

Bkgrnd check, drug screen & valid DL req’d.

__________________________________________

East County Contractor, min 5-yrs exper in civil

construction. Expected to operate all types of equipment 

proficiently and safely. Wage & benefits based on exper.

MUST be a team player. Bkgrnd check, drug screen & 

valid DL req’d.

___________________________________________

East County Contractor, min 5-yrs exper Dump trucking 

& hauling equip. Wages & benefits based on experience 

& attitude. MUST be a team player. Bkgrnd check, drug 

screen & valid DL req’d.

Send resumes for all positions to:

resumes.newspaper@gmail.com

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE ASSISTANT - P/T

A local company located in the Clackamas/Milwaukie 

area is seeking part-time assistance in the Accounts

Payable Department

JOB DUTIES:

•DATA ENTRY •FILING •COPYING •RESEARCH

REQUIREMENTS:

•GOOD ORGANIZATION AND TIME-MANAGEMENT SKILLS

•SOME DATE ENTRY EXPERIENCE PREFERRED

•PROFESSIONAL PHONE MANNER

Please e-mail resume to Donna Munsey

dmunsey@pamplincorp.com

Equal Opportunity Employer
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Help
Wanted

“We had a great

response to our

advertisements placed 

in The Spotlight. It is

always a pleasure

working with our local 

publications.”

Tori Sullivan | Customer 

Service Manager

Cardinal Services

The McLoughlin Memorial 

Association, a non-profit 

organization, located in

Oregon City, is seeking a 

part-time Association Coor-

dinator, responsible for the 

management and overall 

operations of the

Association. For a full job 

description and application 

instructions, e-mail 

mcloughlinmemorial@

gmail.com . The

application deadline is 

March 19, 2015.

Kitchen Staff
needed for Outdoor School 

site in Corbett/Springdale 

area. Head Cook and 

Kitchen assistant positions 

available, full and 

part-time. Seasonal. Work 

dates March 15th - May 

29th, 2015. Reliable

transportation required.

Apply online:

https://multnomah.tedk

12.com/hire/index.aspx 

More information? Call Jeff 

503-257-1608

NEED HELP 
WITH YOUR 
CLASSIFIED 

AD?

Call Mindy!
503-546-0760
for ad rates, general

information or help

writing your ad in any one 

of our

Community Newspaper

Publications

and get the RESULTS

you want!

mjohnson@commnews

papers.com

Office Assistant
Oregon Newspaper Pub-

lishers Association is look-

ing for a part time Office 

Assistant(15-18 

hours/week). Position re-

quires strong PC skills, ac-

curate and detail oriented.

General office and phone 

communication skills nec-

essary. Experience in bill-

ing a plus. Mail resume to 

ONPA, 4000 Kruse Way 

Place, Bldg 2 - STE 106,

Lake Oswego, OR 97035

or email to 

onpa@orenews.com, en-

ter office assistant in sub-

ject line No phone calls 
11

Announcements/

Notices

Rickreall Gun Show
Sat. Mar 14: 8am - 5pm

Sun. Mar 15: 9am -4pm

Adults $6

Kids under 12 FREE.

FREE Parking!

Polk County
Fairgrounds

Rickreall, Oregon

503-623-3048

The Portland Police

Bureau has in its physical

possession the unclaimed 

personal property de-

scribed below. If you have 

any ownership interest in 

any of that unclaimed prop-

erty, you must file a claim 

with the Portland Police 

Bureau within 30 days from 

the date of publication of 

this notice, or you will lose 

your interest in that prop-

erty. Satisfactory proof of 

lawful ownership must be 

presented before property 

will be returned; such proof 

may consist of an accurate 

description of the un-

claimed property. Various 

bicycles, audio/video equip 

ment, cameras,  jewelry, 

computer equipment, per-

sonal items, money, auto 

accessories, tools, sporting 

goods and other miscella-

neous items.
To file a claim or for

further information,

please contact:

Property & Evidence

Division, Portland

Police Bureau

2619 NW Industrial Way,

Suite B-4

Portland, Oregon 97210

(503) 823-2179

Lost & Found

FOUND

MONEY & CELL PHONE
Found in NE Portland in 

Feb. 2015. Call Portland 

Police to identify and 

claim.

Lost & Found

LOST DOG:

Miniature Schnauzer, 

black, approx 3-years old, 

neutered male, missing 

since Friday, Feb 6th near 

57th & Thompson in NE 

Portland. Last seen at 

70th & Prescott. Please 

call if you’ve seen him.

503-866-9778 or 

971-255-1115.

Lessons/Instructions

Piano Lessons

Now Available!

Learn in your home or my 

studio. Ages 5 & up.

Adults & seniors encour-

aged. 503-629-5033.

kathys.keys@netzero.net

Schools/Training

MEDICAL BILLING 

TRAINEES NEEDED! 

Train at home to process 

Medical Billing & Insurance 

Claims! NO EXPERIENCE 

NEEDED! Online training 

at Bryan University!! HS 

Diploma/GED & 

Computer/Internet needed! 

1-877-259-3880

Antiques/Collectibles

COMIC BOOKS WANTED 

Private collector seeks 

comics from the ‘40s-’70s.

Appraisals given, cash pd.

(503) 528-1297
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Do You HaveD  the Heart to Serve

Those at the End of LiEEEEE fe?

Become a Care Partners Hospier ce Volunteer!
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Our volunteers are able to soo erve patients and their

families in mammm ny ways.
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(503) 620-SELL (7355)www.community-classifieds.com

David King of Sage 
Hearing Solutions 
checks in with Ted 
Conklin to make sure 
everything is running 
smooth with his 
hearing aid.
PAMPLIN MEDIA 
GROUP PHOTO: 
RAY PITZ
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By SCOTT KEITH
For Pamplin Media Group

D
uring a period when 
much of the country 
is still digging slowly 
out of the Great Re-
cession, it’s comfort-

ing to know that families are still 
helping families in need. 

A great example of just that 
can be found in the heart of Bea-
verton, at Bethel Congregational 
United Church of Christ. 

Each Sunday, at 5 p.m., Faith 
Café, an independent, non-profi t, 
volunteer-based organization, 
offers a warm meal and friendly 
company at the church on Wat-
son Avenue. 

Board member Arnie Leppert 
said Faith Café “is an attempt to 
serve a hot, nourishing meal to 
those who need it.” 

Faith Café serves about 85 to 
90 guests on Sundays, and also 
serves a 5 p.m. dinner on the 
last Thursday of each month. 
About 10 tables are set up in a 
large activity room, and Bethel 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ provides the use of its 
fully functional kitchen. 

Drop by Faith Café and you’ll 
notice a table complete with a 
variety of groceries. Leppert 
said, “Not only do they get a 
meal, but they’ll get groceries.” 
To this point, about 85,000 meals 
have been served at Faith Café. 

The Thursday meal serves a 
slightly smaller gathering of 
guests.  

“Frankly, food stamps tend to 
run out about that time of the 
month, and if we do provide a 
meal, all the better,” Leppert 
said. 

Most guests arrive at Bethel 
from the Beaverton area.

“Beaverton-area demograph-
ics have changed radically in 
the last 10 years,” Leppert said. 
“We have a lot of folks who are 
in need of a good meal. By pro-
viding one on Sunday, we hope 
to meet some of that need.” 

Faith Café, which celebrates 

its 10th anniversary this spring, 
receives help from many sourc-
es in the community, with dona-
tions coming from private indi-
viduals and corporations. 

According to Leppert, “We 
get most of our food from the 
Oregon Food Bank, supplement-
ed by good neighbors like Safe-
way.”

Financial assistance comes 
from Wards of the LDS Cedar 

Mill Stake and several church-
es, including Holy Trinity, St. 
Pius X, St. Clare, St. John Fish-
er, St. Juan Diego, St. Cecilia, St. 
Matthew Lutheran, and Bethel 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ. Those churches also 
provide the cooks and servers 
on a rotating basis. 

Leppert’s wife, Claudia, also 
lends a helping hand. She col-
lected 160 blankets so each 

guest could have a blanket for 
Christmas, assisted in that ef-
fort by community businesses 
Fred Meyer and Rose City Tex-
tiles.

In addition to hot food, there’s 
plenty of companionship at the 
church, which is located within 
walking distance of the Beaver-
ton Library. 

They recently added commu-
nity time at the church, which 

starts an hour before the Sun-
day meal. 

“They (guests) like to talk to 
one another and visit. It’s only 
natural,” Leppert said. “We’re 
social animals. We bring them 
in, we’ve got coffee and a few 
goodies for them, and they sit in 
a room where it’s warm and 
dry.” 

Community fellowship be-
tween guests and volunteers is 
also part of the exchange at 
Faith Café, which received the 
Oregon Food Bank Excellence 
Award in 2011. 

 Leppert pointed out that for 
those in need of a hot meal who 
live closer to Canyon Road, 
Faith Café partners with St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church to 
serve a Saturday meal at St.  
Matthew between 11:30 a.m. and 
12:30 p.m. except on major holi-
day weekends.  

At the end of the day, Leppert 
feels good about helping his 
neighbors. 

“We (volunteers) get much 
more out of it than we ever, ever 
put into it,” he said. “If you can 
put a hot meal in front of a per-
son who needs it and wants it, it 
doesn’t get much better than 
that. It is a solid feeling of see-
ing the need and trying to do 
something about it.”

Families, friends, food rule at Faith Café
■ MEALS BRING 
TOGETHER 
VOLUNTEERS AND 
THOSE IN NEED

ABOVE: Betty 
Whitton enjoys 
a recent meal 
at Faith Café, 
located at Bethel 
Congregational 
United Church 
of Christ in 
Beaverton. 

LEFT: Volunteers 
Christina 
Jackson and 
Bruce Jackson 
help serve 
visitors. 
PAMPLIN MEDIA 
GROUP PHOTOS: 
MILES VANCE





Fun times
made easy

 To see how Reser’s can help you make fun times easy, 
visit us at: www.resers.com
 To see how Reser’s can help you make fun times easy, 
visit us at: www.resers.com

©2011 Reser’s Fine Foods

with Reser’s American Classics™ Deli Salads

39
69

82
.0

30
11

2 
P

P


	Portrait_ Cover 1
	Portrait_inside front Cover
	Portrait_001
	Portrait_002
	Portrait_003
	Portrait_004
	Portrait_005
	Portrait_006
	Portrait_007
	Portrait_008
	Portrait_009
	Portrait_010
	Portrait_011
	Portrait_012
	Portrait_013
	Portrait_014
	Portrait_015
	Portrait_016
	Portrait_017
	Portrait_018
	Portrait_019
	Portrait_020
	Portrait_021
	Portrait_022
	Portrait_023
	Portrait_024
	Portrait_025
	Portrait_026
	Portrait_027
	Portrait_028
	Portrait_029
	Portrait_030
	Portrait_031
	Portrait_032
	Portrait_033
	Portrait_034
	Portrait_035
	Portrait_036
	Portrait_037
	Portrait_038
	Portrait_039
	Portrait_040
	Portrait_041
	Portrait_042
	Portrait_043
	Portrait_044
	Portrait_045
	Portrait_046
	Portrait_047
	Portrait_048
	Portrait_049
	Portrait_050
	Portrait_051
	Portrait_052
	Portrait_053
	Portrait_054
	Portrait_055
	Portrait_056
	Portrait_057
	Portrait_058
	Portrait_059
	Portrait_060
	Portrait_061
	Portrait_062
	Portrait_063
	Portrait_064
	Portrait_065
	Portrait_066
	Portrait_067
	Portrait_068
	Portrait_inside back cover
	Portrait_back cover



